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'To his moſt Serene Highneſs, 


Monſeignenr the Prince of 
CONIL 


Monſeigneur, 

He Unforrunate Abra-Mule, belov'd by two 

Sultan's and a Vilir, yet fo. that neither of 

the three could be happy in the enjoyment of her, 

is Come into France, to unfold the fecrert In- 

treagues which her Beaury occaſion'd in the Ser- 

raplio, and which pull'd down Mahomet from the 
Ottoman Throne. 

She begs to appear under the Auſpices of 
your Serene Highneſs, and the is in hopes, Sir, 
that a Prince, who rogether with all the Ver- 
rues of a perfe& Hero, polleſles all that Love is 
capable to inſpire, will not refuſe a Sulraneſs fo 
amiable and fo vertuous, the honour of his Pro- 
tection. She flarters her ſelf with it, Sir, and 
the troubles that overwhelm her will meer with 
a plealing Conſolation, if your ſerene Highneſs, 
while you recreate your weary'd Thoughts in 
reading the fatal. Succeſs of a Tendernefs fo fa- 
ral as hers, afford it ſome little ſence of your 
Compallion, 
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' But, Sir, Your ſerene Highneſs will not only 
behold in this ſhort Hiſtory the ſecret of an amo- 
rous Intreague, you will ſee there the Events of 
War, which will be yet more pleaſing to that 
undaunted Courage which renders you the Glo- 
ry of your Country. This undaunted Courage, 

upported by all that can form an accompliſh'd 
Hero, is the fire of that Royal Blood that runs in 
your Veins ; an Emanation of the great Soul of 
that invincible Prince, that incomparable Cone, 
whom France beholds with ſo much pleaſure re- 
viv'd in your vertues. 

Continue, Sir, continue to tread the ſteps of 
that Gyant, and may that formidable arm of 
yours, the weight of which the Enemies of the 
State ſo often have felt, be one of the moſt firm 
ſupports of the firſt Monarchy in the World. My 
good Withes follow you where ever you ga, 
and the chiefeſt wiſh I make ar preſent, while I 
take the liberty to offer you this little Piece, is, 
that fo long as I live, I may be, 


Your Highneſſes 
moſt Humble and 
moſt Ovedient, 
LE NOBLE. 


The 
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PREFACE 


if þ IS not to be imagin'd that this is a Romantick 
Adventure grounded upon meer Invention ; for 
it is the real Truth of a ſecret Intreague carry d on in 
the Serraglio, which put Soliman upon attempting 
fo ſet himſelf up in the room of his Brother, meerly to 
gratifie an amorous Paſſion which render d him bis 
Rival, 

I bave writ mothing but what I had from the Me- 
moirs of one of my intimate Friends, who accompa- 
nying M. Gerardin in his Embaſſy, and abiding 
with him a long time at the Port under Soliman s 
Reign, unravell'd there the whole Secret of this Ad- 
venture, concerning which upon bis Return, be dcelie 
wer 4 all the Informations into my hands, at the [ame 
dime that upon what I bad div'd into by the Corres 
ſpondencies which I beld in ſeveral parts of Europe, 
I publiſh"d thoſe Dialogues which include an infinite 
number of Particulars, not to be mes with in other 
Hliſtorwuns. 


A } This 


m - —— 


_ 


The PREFACE. 


This is therefore no chemerical Inoention, but a true 


Hiftory ; and if you take the pains to compare it with 
thoſe that are more General, you will find that I am 
very exatt in all the Circumitances of Publick Events, 
and that I do but unfold the ſecret Reaſons that caus'd 


em 

The Attions of Soveraigns are always divided in- 
to two parts ; the one is the Publick Event, which all 
the World knows, and which is the Subjeftt of Ga- 
zettes, and the mot part of publick Hittories ; the 
other is that which they conceal under the Vail of their 
Politicks;and thoſe are the ſecret Motives of theIntreagues 
which cauſe thoſe Events, and which are only known 
fo, and reveal d by thoſe, who bad ſome ſhare in car- 


rying on thoſe Intreagues, or who by the penetration of 


their Genius, knowing one part, divine the t'other. 

For Example, we read every where of the taking 
of Buda by the Valour of Prince Charles of Lorrain, 
econded by the Duke of Bavaria ; that they carry'd 
the Place in view of an Army of Fourſcore Thouſand 
Men, Commanded by the Viſtr in perſon, who could 
not relieve it ; but the Relations never tell yee, that 
the Conſpiracy carry'd on by Prince Soliman, Siaous 
and Cuprolt, who were plotting the Ruin of the 
Vifſir, hinde;”d the Succours, and ty d that Mini- 

fter's Arm. 

In like manner we find in the Publick Hiſtory of 
Philip 11. King of Spain, that be was two Years in 
Flanders, without ever returning into England to 
viſit Queen Mary his Wife, not ſo much as during 
ber mortal ſickneſs, but we do not ſee what motives of 
Love ana {ealouſy ſet 'em 88 variance. 


Thus 
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Thus it may be ſaid, that ſeeing Aion is the Body, 
and that the motive is the ſoul f that Attion, there 
are ery few or no Hiftorians, but what give us Bo« 
dies without Souls, while they never tell us the Motives 
which cauſe Princes to Att, and give Motion to their 
Intreagues. ; 

Which is the Reaſon that particular Hiſtories are 
always more pleaſing, and more profitable then thoſe 
which ere General : They are more pleaſing, becauſe 
there is more care taken to adorn 'em, and for that 
they mention thoſe things which are not to be met 
with in others : And they are more profitable, becauſe 
they are more preciſe in the Charatters of Princes, and 
in the Private and Domeſtick Aftions, which are more 
proper to inſtrutt,then the general Relation of an Aftion, 
of which we know net the Motive nor the Cauſes. 


fn Explication of the Turkiſh Terms contain'd in 
this Hiſtory. 
Ultan. The Emperor of the Turks. 
Sultaneſs Valid:. The Sultaneſs, Mother of 
the Sulran. 

Sul;aneſs Aſſekt. The principal favourite Sultaneſs. 

Grand Vifir. Chief Miniſter of the Ortoman Empire, 

Mufti. Chief Prieſt. 

Iman. A DoQtor, or Preacher of the Alcorn, 

Dervis. A Turkiſh Monk. 

Alcoran. The Mahometan's Bible. 

Moſquee. A Mahometan Temple. 

Seraskier. AGeneralof an Army. 

Baſha. A Governor. 

Kaimakan. High Marſhall of the Houſhold, and 
Governour of Conſt a##tinople. 

Faniſaries.The TurkiſhInfantry,the Sultan's Guards. 

Aga. Collonel of the Janifaries. 

Serraglio. The Sultan's Palace. 

Kiaia. A Lieutenant. 

Kiſler Agaſi. Chief of the black Eunuchs, and 
ſuperintendent of the Serraglio. 

Kiſler Kiaſi. + Deputy to the Kiſler Agaſi. 

Grand Teftardar. Lord Treaſurer. 

Boſtangi Bachi. Superintendent of the Sultan's 
Palaces, Gardens and Buildings, or chief Sur- 
Vveyor. 

Boſtangi. A Gardner. 

Dragoman. An Interpreter. 

Catacheriff, A Decree of the Sultan, 

Fetfa, A decree of the Mufti, 

Timar, A Feofment for Life. 
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H E Revolution which happen'd in the 
| Ottoman Empire, in the Month of N6- 


vember, by the Depoſal of Sultan Ma- 
homet, and the Advancement of Sel:mar 
his Brother to the Throne, is one of the gteareſt 
$ Changes that have fallen out in this Age ; and 
| B of 


[2] 


of which the ſecret Circumſtances that caus'd ir, 


not div'd into by many Perſons, are moſt wor- + 


thy to be known. 

The greateſt part have attributed *'emonly to 
the misforrunes of the Ottoman Arms, and to 
this Principle of the Muſſelmen's belicf, that when 
Adverſity attends a Man, *tis an infallible ſign of 
the Wrath of God, and of the contempt of their 


Prophet, and conſequently that it is lawful to 


Sacrifice to the Publick Good the Prince whom 
they believe to be the ſubject of that Caoleſtial 
Anger. 

Bur though it muſt not be deni'd, but that 
the unlucky ConjunCtures contributed very 
much to the Depoſal of the Sultan, by reaſon 
of the pretences with which they were ſup- 
ply'd ; nevertheleſs, the Truth is, that Love was 
the ſecrer cauſe, and that that fame Love only 
made uſe of a pretence which had its riſe from 
thence. 

However, before we enter into the particu- 
lars of this ſame extraordinary Story, it will be 
neceſlary for the better underſtanding of it, to 
give the Publick a general Idea of the Ottoman 
Family at that time. 

Ibrahim, Emperor of the Turks, a Prince cru- 
el even to Barbariſm, was Strangl'd upon a Re- 
volt of his  Janizaries, and Dying, left three 
Sons ; Mahbomet, between Nine and Ten Years 
of Age, who ſucceeded him under the Regency 
of the Sulcancls his Mother ; Soliman, abour a 
year Younger, and Achmet, who was not then 

above 
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above Four or Five Years Old, all three Born of . 
difterent Sulrancilcs. 

Some there are who have aſſerted, that Ma- 
homet was not an Ottamen: That the Sultaneſs 
enly fain'd her. ſelf with Child, that Yc might 
procure to her felf the Title of 4k, or Sulta- 
neſs Mother of the Firſt-born Prince : That he 
was the Child of a Fewih Woman that was 
brought to Bed in a Chamber near the Sultaneſ- 
{e's ; that the Infant was carry'd co her in a Bas- 
ker of Flowers, and afterwards ſet up and 
own'd by Her for a Child born of her own Bo- 
dy. The Author of the Ortoman Mirror pub- 
liſhes this Story. Bur it is neither credible; nor 
t » be imagin'd, that a proj=&t of this Nature 
ſhould .be pur in praftice within the Serrag/!o 3 
and if there had been the lcaſt Sufſpition tor a 
ground of this Fable, So/ man, who dethron'd 
him, would never have fp. r'd his life, nor the 
life of the Prince his Son, who at this day wears 
the Ottoman Diadem. 

That which might have been the occaſion of 
this Fiction, might! be this perhaps; that the Sul- 
taneſs never ha id any other Children ; that ſhe 
was at Continual Odds with Mahomer, 'wher he 
raign'd by himſctt; and for that ſhe Protetted 
the ocher rwo Princes againſt the Violences of 
her Son, every time that he went about tO. at- 
cempr their lives. 

Mahomet, for Starure, was ſomewhat Taller 
then the ordinary Height, well Proportions, 
black Hatr, little Eyes, but Quick, more 4il &4- 
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vour'd then-Comely ; nimble in all the Exerci- * 
ſes of the Body, Valiayt, Courtly, Profuſe, 


Magnificent, paſſionate in his Amours, a lover 


of Huntipg even to Exceſs; an extraordinary 
difcerne&f Meric; bur Raſh, Obſtinare, Ingrate- 
full, and - one that ſuffer'd himſelf ro be very 
much govern'd by the Miniſters of the Serraglio. 

Soliman was very Tall, Straight, Majeſtick, in- 
clining to Fat, a pleaſing- Countenance, large 
and black Eyes, with a lively and fair Complex- 
tion ; his Noſe and Mouth admirably Shap'd, 
the turn of his Countenance ſomewhat Oval, 
his Hands white and Fleſhy. He was Nimble at 
all Exerciſes that requir'd no great labour ; he 
was naturally Melancholly, ff , full of Diſſimu- 
lation ; he ſpoke little ; and whether it were out 
of Policy,or by Inclination, he devoted himſelf 
to the ſtudy of the Alcoran, which he unfolded 
like a Doctor. He was Generous, Crafty and 
Bold, with a Heart moſt renderly enclining to 
Love; but he was one who had an admirable 
Gift at concealing a ſecret. 

As for Achmet, in regard he has no ſhare in 
chis Hiſtory, *tis needleſs to ſay any thing of 
him, only that Nature had detorm'd his Body, 
and that he retain'd ſomething of his Fathers 
Stupidity, but nothing of his Cruelty. 

The Faniz.aries in the fury -of their Sedition, 
ſer Mahomet upon the Throne, and engag'd 
him co give Order for putting his Father ro 
Death. And for the Suitareſs his Mother, ſhe 
was one of the molt beautiful Women in the 

World ; 
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World ; a Circaſſion, bur of mean Birth, and 
one who from a Slave had mounted to the high- 
eſt degree of Female Glory, by means of a ge- . 
nius moſt ſublime, and capable of governing a 
great Empire. 

To fix her ſelf in her Authority, ſhe thought 
it behov'd her to advance to the Dignity of 
Grand Vilir, fuch a perſon as ſhould be behold- 
ing.to her for his Fortune and Preferment ; and 
knowing the Capacity, the Courage, and the 
Wir of Baſha Cuproli, who then lay loaden with 
Irons at the bottom of a Dungeon, ſhe obtain'd 
his Releaſe,. confer'd with hinr in Private, drew 
from him what Proteſtations and Aſſurances ſhe 
pleas'd her ſelf, ' and at the fame time deliver'd to 
him the Seal of the Empire, and ſer him ar the 
head of the Council, and the Miniſtry. 

His Government was Proſperous and Prudent, 
his Fidelity inviolable, his Services advantageous ; 
and laden with Honours and Victories, by a 
ſtrange fortune without example in the Ortoman+ 
Empire ; he had two Sons, and two Sons ity 
Law, that ſucceeded him in his Employment. 

His Father was a French Renegado, born in 
Champagne, near Chaloxs, in a Village call'd Cu- 
perli, from whence he rook his Name, being a 
Serjeant in a Foot Company, and which he letr 
to his Poſterity. A certain Murder which he com- 
mitted, enforc'd him to fly his Country, and + 
the Bark to which he betook himſelf being wa- 
ken by the Turkiſh Corfairs, he thought x more 
convenient to wear a Turbant, then to ſee him- 
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ſelf chain'd to the Oar; and being a handſom 
ron, he was ſoon enroll'd among the Fani- 
ſaries, among whom, having rais'd himſelf by 
his Valour to fignal Employments, he obtain'd 
A Pomer or a proportion of Lands for Lite, and 
{ſp fair a Thread for himſelf, that by de- 
grees he arriv'd to the higheſt place of the Em- 
pire. This is the truth, both of the Original and 
Name of the Cuprel:'s, and whatever is aver'd to 
the contrary is meer Fiction. 
The cruel Policies of the Ortomans was the rea- 
ſon that formerly the Sultans always facrific'd 
the Blood of their Brothers to the ſecurity of 
their Government. But, the firſt Counſel which 
Cuprili gave the Sulraneſs Valide, that is to ſay, 
Adlother, was - Carefully to preſerve the twa 
Princes, Soliman and Achmet, not only ro pre- 
vent the Extinttion of the Orroman Blood, bur 
out of a {ccret Aim which the Viſir had to make 
a Bulwark for his own ſafety, both of the one 
and the other, and ro have in his hands where- 
withall to keep his Maſter in continual aw, in 


. Caſe that when he came to Rule by himſelf, he 


might be induc'd by fome intreague of the Ser- 
raplio, to deprive him of the chief Miniſtry. 

Thus ir came to paſs, that thoſe rwo Princes 
were beholding ro Cuproli for their lives, who 
by a marvellous Dexterity of Wit, being dcfi- 
rous to mannage at a diſtance the ſcveral Hu- 
mours both of Mahbomet and Soliman, fo order'd 
it, that his Eldeſt Son, who was about the Sul- 
tan's Age, was bred in his Company among ho 
Chil- 
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Children of Honour, and that the Youngeſt was 
nurtur'd in company with So//zzar. I relate this 
particular circumſtance, becauſe it will prove 
ſerviceable ro untold the intregue of this Revo- 
lution carri'd on by this Young Cuproli, And 
indeed Soliman from his Infancy contrated fo 
ſtrickr a Friendſhip with him, and with Siacus, 
who was next him in the ſame Quality, that 
thoſe two Perſons were his moſt ſecret Confi- 
dents. But in regard that as well by Nature, as 
by the care that was taken to inſtru&t him, he 
was become a Maſter in Diſſimulation; this con- 
fidence was ſo well manag'd, that it never gave 
Mahomet any cauſe of Suſpition. 

Afrer this general Idea, we are now to enter 
into the ſecret of che Hiſtory. 

The great Cuproli being dead in the midſt of 
his Tryumphs, had for his Succeſlor his Eldeſt 
Son, who was bred up with Mahbomer, but he 
dyed within a ſhort time after his Advance- 
ment. 

Ar that time the Ortoman Empire enjoy'd a 
perfect Tranquillity, by vertue of a Truce that 
was {1gn'd by the Chriſtian Princes. Mabomet 
alſo, by the Stiltanefs Aſeki, had a Son, a hand- 
{ome Young Gentleman, and of promiſing Hopes, 
about twenty Years of Age, and he quietly en- 
1oy'd the Fruit of his Victories which had ac- 
quir'd him Candie, Kaminiec, and lome places in 
Hunzary; fo that he abandon'd himſelf to the 
ſports of Hunting, and the pleaſures of Love, 
notwithſtanding the raging jealoulie of the 
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Sultaneſs, who oft-times broke his meaſures, 

Bur becauſe it is the temper of ſome Men, 
that they cannot contain themſelves when they 
are well, Kara Muſtapha, whom he had made 
choice of for his Grand Viſiter, conſtrain'd him 
indiſcretly to break his Truce with the Empe- 
ror, and plung'd him into a War no leſs fatal to 
him rhen unjuſt. 

The Trace was broken, Viemne Befieg'd ; but 
at the ſame time that the Ortoman Puillance feem'd 
ready ro overturn the Weſtern Empire, the God 
of Bartel, who diſtributes Victory according ro 
the decrees of his Providence, ſtrook the Vifr 
with a Spirit of Terror and Contuſion ; the Sceige 
was rais'd by the afliſtance of the King of Po- 
land, and the Valour and Conduct of Charles of 
Lorrain \1graliz'd all the following Campaigns 
with new Conquelſts. 

Mahomet, during his Misfortunes, remitted 
nothing of his fports ; he had ſeveral Favourites, 
among the reſt whom he horour'd in a more 
parricular manner, there was one Baſha, who 
was call'd by the Name of Soliman, and whom 
he had made Sera/qui/s, or General of his Arms, | 


upon the Borders of Poland. He was about 
Thirty Years of Age, and it was a hard matter 
to meet with 4 more Graceful Perſon. He was | 
4 Man who had never a whit the lefs Valour for / 
having been bred up in the ſoft pleaſures of the 
Courr. He was Tall, and his Beauty which was 
Maſculine,and full of Fire, was ſeconded with a 
ſparkling Wit, which no way leſkn'd his Judg- 
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ment ; his undauntedneſs was proof againſt all 
Danger, and his Addreſs imcomparable, in ma- 
ey | naging the Intreagues of the Serrag/io, wherem 
de } he had for his principal and inviolable Friend, 
Im | the Kiſſer Agaſs. 
e- This Officer is an Officer of the greateſt com- 
tO © mand and power in the Serraglio: He is a black 
Eunuch, and is the chicf of all the Eunuchs : 
ut F To him belongs tlie ſuperintendancy over all the 
'd IJ Sultancefſe's Guards : Whatever concerns 'em de- 
xd F pends upon his abſolute Power; and it is a hard 
'O | matter for a Woman to obtain or preſerve the 
 # favour of the Sultans, bur by the wntregues of 
e & this Eunuch. He ruins, or becomes ſerviceable 
>- 27 to thoſe whom he has a mind to Favour, cr De- 
f 7 ſtroy. And from thence 'tis .an cafe thing to 
S 27 conceive what immenſe. Riches he heaps up by 
means of the Prefents which he receives trom the 
1 * Sultancfles, who are fenfible of his Kindneſs, or 
+ © fear the EffeQs of his Il|-will; or trom thoſe, 


2 #2 whoby the aſlliſtance of his Credit aſpire to grear 
» 3 Employments. Laſtly, his place is fo: Confidera- 
| 37 ble, that he has Six Hundred Horſes kept for his 
| ſervice only at the charges of the State. 


Soliman undertook the Command of the Arms 
upon the Frontiers of Pcand, at the beginnirg 
of the Campaign that was fignaliz'd by the Batr- 
rel of Gravy. Ar what time 'one of the principal 
Orders which he had ro put in Execution, was 
ro take his juſt meaſures for the conveighance of 
a conſiderable relief into Caminicc. To which 
purpoſe, he went himſelf one day at the head of 
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two Hundred Horſe, to view a narrow Lane 
through which the Convoy was to paſs. Bur 
he was no ſooner within fight of certain hol- 
low ways; when he heard a great Noile of a ſud- 
dain, when his Scouts brought him word that 
a body of four or five hundred Pclontans had fallen 
upon ewo hundred Tartars that guarded the 
cloſe Waggors. 

Soliman never ſtood to conſider, but march- 
ing directly toward the Noiſe, fell with that 
Fury upon the Squadrons of the Enemy, that he 
broke 'em at the firſt Charge, flew a great num- 
ber upon the place, while the reſt being dif- 
pers'd, made their eſcape to a Wood, whither 
he thought it not convenient to purſue 'em, 
but ro make immediately up to the Waggons ; 
where he heard the cries of certain perſons in 
diſtreſs, and preſently caſt his Eye upon four 
Women, among which there was one in a Muſ- 
covite Habit that ſeem'd to be not above Sixteen 
Years of Age, bur ſo wonderfully Beautiful, and 
ſo accompliſh'd' in all outward Perfections, thar 


he could not chooſe bur behold her with aſto- | 


niſkhment. 


The Fright ſhe had been in, the Emotion of | 


her Spirits, which the Noiſe and Surprize of the 
Skirmiſh had occalion'd within her, did bur 
ſerve to redouble the lilly whiteneſs and liveli- 
neſs of her Complexion. So/iman, who was na- 
rurally Amorous, and who at that very inſtant 
felt in his Hcart a more than ordinary Comn:0- 
tion, paid her all the reſpects that his Character 

would 


ORE ee rg,., 


_ Mo 


1199 w 


: 
p 
: 
l 
: 


[ 11 ] 
would permit him, and which the excellency of . 
her Beauty deſerv'd. Bur if the Charms of rhis 
unknown perſon caus'd ſo great a ſurprize in 
Soliman, ſhe became no leſs ſenſible, when ſhe 
beheld the the goodly Aſpe&, the delicate Li- 
neaments, and obliging Manners of her Preſer- 
ver. He never left the Convoy rill he had ſeen 
her ſafe beyond the narrow pals, ard having 
ſeen her in the plain, he ſent along with her 
fifty of his Horſe for her greater Security, with 
Orders to the Commander of the Party, exa&tly 
to inform himſelf, who that affable Perfon was, 
whicher ſhe was Travelling, and where ſhe was 
to make her ſtay. 

After this, Soliman, having acquitted himſelf 
of every thing that his duty requir'd from him, 
return'd to his Camp. But it was impoſible for 
him co apply himſelt ro any other thoughts then 


{ thoſe which the Idea of the unknown Lady had 


imprinted in his Mind ; and his reſtle{snets caus'd 
him ro expect with impatience the return of his 
Detachment, which at length arriv'd; and ar 
the fame time the Commander brought kim an 
accompr, that the Lady, whom I:& had ſeen was 
call'd Abra-Mu'e, taken about fix years of Age, 
in an incurſion made by the Tartars into Au{cc- 
wis ; that a rich Merchant of Samarcan had bred 
her up, and carefully preferv'd her for Ten Years 
rogether, and that he was t', velling for Belgrade 
through Tranfilvenia, in order to Carry ker to 
the Grand Vitr, Karah Ibrahim, but according 
to all the conjeftures by what he could draw 
from 


was n0 fooner arriv'd at Kolenks, but after he 
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from him, his deſign was only to get Letters of Þ* 
Favour from him, for admiſſion to preſent her to |; 
the Sultan. That the Convoy and the Waggons 
ſtaid at Kolenko, a Caſtle ſeated within two miles 
of the Camp, and that they were reſolv'd to ſtop 
there for one day, to recover the young Lady 
from the Diforder into which the Encounter 
with the Po/onians had put her. 

Such was the Love that Soliman had conceiv'd 
for this young Muſcovite, that the firſt growth of F< 
it had made ſuch a deep impreſſion in his Heart, F- 
that the laſt part of this Relation was like a clap 
Of Thunder to his Sences. In the midſt of his 
firſt Thoughts, he perſuaded himſelf, that being 
Maſter of the Armics through the whole extent 
of the Frontiers of Poland, and both Banks of 
the Niefter, it would be cafie for him to find pre- 
tences to ſtop the farther zourney of the un-F;. 
known Lady, and to proſper the attempts of his? 
Love. 'But ſo ſoon as he conſider'd, that ſhe 
was deſign'd for the Sultan, deſpair rook pollcl- 
fion of his Soul; nor could all his Wit imagin' 
which way to flatter his Deſires. In the midſt* 
of theſe Agitations he omitted nothing of his 
Duty, but having iflu'd forth his necellary Or-7 
ders, he was ready ro retire into his Cabinet, 
that he might ſurrender himſelf with more Tran-} 
quility to his amorous Contemplati: ns, -when 
word was brought-him that the Tartarian Mer- 
chant dcelir'd to kits his Hands. 

Mc:r{a, for that was the name of the Tartar 


had 
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ad taken all the requiſite Precautions for the ſe- 
, Eurity of his Company, he bethought himfelf, 
« Fat it not only behov'd him to pay his acknow- 
; $edgement to the Seraskier, but that he might 

pbtain from his generolity Letters of Recon- 
4 endation to the Viſir, and- the Kiſter Agaſs, 
- ith paſs-porrs requiſite for the croſſing of Tran- 

ilvania; and to the end that his Compliments 
4 $nd his Preſents might be the more graciouſly 
FÞccepted, he would needs have''em accompani- . 
d with a few lines from bra-Mule, and a pres» 
ent in her Name. 

Upon the propoſal which he made the 
7 air Muſcovite, ſhe fell into a Diſorder, 
»Avhich might have. cahly. unravell'd - the 
f houghts of her Heart, had not the Mer- 
| Thant attributed to her modeſty the ruddy Blu- 
_Jhes that ſpread themſelves in her Cheeks. So- 
 Wiman's victorious Merit, at the firſt ſight, had 
» Caſt into her Soul the Sparkles of a Paſſion, which 
- Fthe condition ſhe was in, commanded her to 

iflle. On the other fide it was no ſmall plea- 
pure to ker, that it was in her power to oblige 
- Him to renew her in his Memory, by means of 
| an opportunity, that put neither her Chaſtity nor 
er Modeſty in-any hazard; only ſhe was afraid 
deaſt her Heart ſhould dictate roo much to her 

Pen. This combat ſuſpended her Reſolution. 
| Bur at length AMwrſa, who was to her inſtead of 
Father, preſſing her with the Authority of a 
Maſter, ſhe took her Pen and wrote the follow- 

ng Lines. 


þ 


Abra- 


c 
l 
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Abra-Mule to Sol:man Baſha, $ eraskuer 


[| Am too much beholding to your Valour, ot fo foi 
L my particular acknowledgment with that of Mur 
la's; I ocbey'd bim with delight. I could willing! 


deſire, Sir, you could but apprehend ro what a degret 


this Obligation is engrav'd in my Soul : the remem 


brance of it ſhall be Eternal. But in regard I hav, 


only good wiſhes, wherewith to acknowledge ſo gene 
rous a ſervice, they will never be to my [atisfathon 
zill Heaven has beſtow'd upon you all the Happineſi 
which you deſerve, and which I wiſh you. 


ABRA-MULE. 


This Letter ſhe accompany'd with a rich Sca 
of Gold Titty, Embroider'd with Peart, the 
work of her own hands. Mur/a allo took along 
with him a magnificent Turbanr, and witt 
ewenty Horſe arriv'd at the Seraskier's Camp. 


'Tis no hard marter to imagin how much td 


his ſatisfaction -he was receiv'd. AMurja gave 


Soliman to underſtand that Abra-Mule was tht 


Daughter of a Boyzr or Muſcovite Nobleman 


whole name was Mue-Alexowirz,, who being rod 


confident of maintaining his Ground againſt at 
Inundation of Tartars into his Caſtle of Sine 
ſeared upon the Frontiers, had the misfortu 
to be taken by ſtorm, to have all that he hat 
plunder'd, burnt or put to the Sword ; that th 
Boy 
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Boyar himſelf was ſlain in the firſt heat of the 
onſet ; that a common Tartar having his Scimi- 
ter lifted up to Maſſaker Abra-Mule, an Officer 
compaſſionating the render Beauty of the Infant, 
ſtoprt his Arm; that the ſame Officer rook her 
as part of his ſhare, and fold her to himſelf ; 
that ſhe was bred up with his Daughrer, and 


J char her Beauty every day increaſing, and being 


arriv'd at an accompliſh'd perfection, - he de- 
ſign'd to make a preſent of it to the Sultan 
that he had already written to the ſame pur- 
poſe, both ro Kare Ibrahim, the Grand Viſhr, 
and to the Kiſler Agaſi, who had return'd him 
favourable antwers, with orders to fer forward 


# with all ſpeed ; that he was expected at Adria- 


nople, where the Sultan intended to ſpend the 
Summer ; and that he made all the haſt that pol- 
fibly he could. That his Inſtructions were to re- 


# ceive Orders from the Vittr at yy and laſt- 
ly that he befought Soliman to ec 
farther with his Letters of Recommendation. 


cond him yet 


This Recical nor a little perplex'd the Serask;- 
er, and his Griet would have more loudly ma- 


E nifeſted it ſelf, had not Abra-Mult's Letter ſome- 
| what calm'd his Sorrows. What an” unexpected 


Joy ! What Agitations did he not feel within his 
throbbing Heart! though it contain'd no more 
then a bare Compliment, he thought he diſco- 
ver'd ſomethings in it that flatter'd both his Ima- 
gination and his Love. He kindly accepted the 
preſents, promis'd Murſ# whatever he demand- 
ed; and while his attendants were entertaining 
the 
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the Merchant wirh uſual Refreſhments, he be« 
rook himſelf ro his Cabinet, and return'd the 
following anſwer morecircumſpect our of Policy, 
then his Love would otherwiſe have prompred 
him to make. 


Soliman Seraskier to the mncomparable 
Abra-Mule, 


H E little ſervice which my good Fortune gave 

me an oppertMnity to perform, did not deſerve (6 

great a Recompence as that which I receive from the 

faireſt and moſt amiable perſon in the World, I will 

give my ſelf the true delight f coming my ſelf to thank 

you for ſo much goodneſs ſo little expefted, and to of- 

fer you whatever lies within my power, I hope then, 

zo let you underſtand, that there cannot be any perſon 
more devoted to your ſervice then is 


Soliman, 


The Seraskier deliver'd this Letter open tro Mur- | 
ſa, and told him withall, that ſince he was to | 


ſtay a whole day at Kolenco, he would be there 
upon the morrow, on purpoſe with a ſmall en- 


rertain22nt to alleviate the hardſhips he had ſuf- ? 
 fer'd in a roilſom Journey: That it was the 
leaſt he could do to wait upon a Perſon delign'd * 
'for his Maſter's Embraces ; in the mean time he 
would take care for the making ready ſuch Or- ? 
ders, as ſhould render more ſupportable the fa- ? 


tigucs of their caluing Travels. Marſa 


—— 


* _— . 
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M.rſa departed ary well ſatisfied, and Solimian 


 tetiring, rook his Letter, and read ic over and 


over again, and kiſſing ir as often as he caſt his 
eyes upon it, Can it be poſlible fair Abra, ſaid 
he, that the Remembrance of Solimen ſhould e- 
ver be eternal in thy Memory ? But, an{wer'd 
he ro himſelf, co what purpoſe would that Re- 
membrance ſerve, but to render me more milſe- 
rable ! Stifle thy Love unfortunate Soliman, thou 
wouldſt diſpute thy Right in Abra with any 0- 
ther but thy Sultan ; but in conteſting with thy 


| Maſter, there is nothing that can flatter thy 
| hope. Stifle then, this Love, before it gets roo 


powerful a Dominion over thee. 

After this, he walkt co and fro in a profound 
fence, till ar length his Patton getting the up- 
per hand. Well! ſaid he, What 6hgnihes it ? 
Maugre my deſpair, can I prevail upon my felt 


| to fay I will not Love her ? No, no,—l will love 
 her-— and make known to her the Paſſion which 
; ſhe has kindled in my Heart ; What is to be 


done, ſhould ſhe by chance love me ? Bur, Oh— 
that's the Queſtion. A thouſand Accidents, which 
I foreſce nor, may-favour the ſucceſs of my Love. 
The Kiſer Agaſi is my ſure Friend, he is the Ma- 


| ſter of the Serraglio ; Mabomer loves me ; nor is 


it a new thing for the Sultans ro honour their 


| Favourites with Wives out of their Serragliv : 


i ARC Low 


for from Time, and my lncregues 


Z The Sultaneſs Aſeki is jealous : AMabomer may be 


hinderd from fixing his AﬀeCtion upon Abra, 
Laſtly, there is nothing but what may be hop'd 


With 
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With theſe Chimera's he tter'd his Paſſion, 
and then revolving in his memory the ſame 
Thoughts over and over again, he confider'd, 
that before he ler himſelf looſe ro theſe Ima- 
ginations it was to be preſuppos'd that he was 
bclov'd by Abra, and after he had been ſome- 
time refle&ing upon this, at length he reſolv'd 
to try whither he could gain her, and then to 
carry on his Intrigues, as Accidents and Oppor- 
tunitics ſhould offer. 

Having ſpent the night in theſe reſtleſs Ex- 
poſtulations of his contending thoughts, he ſent 
his Servants the next morning to Kolenco to make 
ready, with all the magnifcence that poſlible 
could be, the Entertainment which he had pre- 
medicated : he apparell'd himſelf as ſumprtuouſ- 
ly as pollibly he could, girded his Veſt with the 
Scarf that Abrs had preſented him, put on Mur- 
ſa's Turban, and iccompanicd with eight or 
ten of the principal Officers of his Army, to the 
end his Journey might be the leſs ſuſpeCted, or 
rather that it might be lookt upon as a piece 
of Honour pay'd the Sultan, he arriv'd at Ko- 
lencs. 

The Collation was Superb ; the Dances after 
the Turkiſh manner ; Wreſtling, Racing, and the 
reſt of the Divertiſments were ſucceſsfully per- 
form'd ; and toward Sun-fct a Promenade 1n a 
lite Grove ferv'd for an Interval, in expeCtation 
of the Fire-works that were to enlighten the firſt 
Appcarances of darkncs. 


Solimar: 


--, 
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S$\/imm coAld not till then meet with an 

ortunity to diſcourſe Abra ; but then he gave 
_ his hand ; and while the Oftcers made their 
ſeveral Applications to other Women, the whole 
Company perceiv'd themſelves near the En- 
trance into a lorg greey Arbour. So!:z1an led in 
the young Melcovire ; and Muſa, who had gi- 
ven her Dire&tions to requelt ſomething of the 
Seraskier, which he durſt not preſume to ask 
himſelf, kept his poſt, out of reſpect, ar the ens 
trance into the Arbour, and his Fxample obfi- 
ging all the reſt ro ſeperate themſelves, lome 
one way, ſome another, Soliman caus'd Abra to 
ſeat her ſelf upon a Bank of Turf, and percej- 
viog that though he might be fcen, he could 
not be. heard by the Merchant, he thought it 
behov'd him not to loſe an Opportunity 1o fa- 
vourable to his. Patlion. Prefemily therefore 
with a low Voice, and a pallionate and render 
Look. 

Fair Abra, ſaid he, how dear has my good 
Fortune coſt me! thar I ſhould have the plea- 
fare to come to your Relicf, bur that that ſame 
ſuccour ſhould prove the, only occaſion of my 
Torments. I ought indeed, to bury 'em in ft- 
lence from yee; the Reſpect which your Eyes 
Imprint, the Grandeur to which you are de- 
fign'd,, and my duty to the Sultan, all theſe 
Confiderations ſhould lock up my Tongue, bur 
my Love o'rerules me. Perhaps I may never 
have but this moment of my lite to let you know 
it. But though I were fure it would prove my 
fl Ruan, 
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Ruin, 1 could not refolve with my ſelf to looſe 
ſo happy a Minure, 

Abra, who till then had never perceiv'd in 
all the Seraskier's Conduct, other then reſpetul 
Warine(s, by means of which he had under- 
ſtood ſo well ro conceal the Sentiments which 
he reveal'd ro her, did nor expe&t fo lively a 
Declaration of his Love. Wherefore, as much 
inclin'd as her heart might be to pleaſe it ſelf 
with the choughts of being belov'd by a Perſon 
whom ſhe found ro be alrogether Admirable, 
yet was ſhe roſt with a moſt terrible Combar 
between the Pleaſure of knowing the effe&t of 
her Charms, and the fear of explaining her ſelf 
yu a ſubje& of which ſhe her ſelf was ſo ſen- 
ible. 

A ſuddain Bluſh redoubl'd the Luſter of her 
Complexion; ſhe caſt her Eyes upon the ground, 
for fear they ſhonld betray the trouble of her 
mind, and with the ſame reſtriction upon her 
Voice. . 

Heaven, Sir, faid ſhe, does not conſule our 
Hearts to regulate our Deltinies. I am a Vi- 
ctine Sacrifc'd to the intereſt of a Tartar ; would 
you hinder me from ſulfering my {elf ro be led 
without murmuring to the Altar ? Alas, as free 
a Woman as I ſhall enter into the Serraghio, I 
ſhill endure perhaps bur too much pain to ſee 
my ſelf the flave of falſe Grandeur that will fig- 
nihe nothing tu one that contemns it as I do; 
and would you labour to redouble the Tor- 


ments that arc preparing tor me in that place ? 
Ah, 
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Ah, Madam, reply'd Soliman, did you look 
npon as a ſurpluſage of pains what 1 have faid 
to-yee, how happy ſhould 1 be ; fince then I might 
hope that my Love would make ſome impref- 
fron in your Heart, The word is ſlipt from my 
Mouth, and I can no longer hold my Tongue. 
I love ye Madam, I Adore ye, 1 Burn, bur with 
a Fire that never can be extinguiſh'd. Ah, Ma- 
dam, what is there that I would not ſtrive to 
merit, fo that I might not be indifferent to your 
Aﬀection |! 

Here Soliman ſtopr, but finding that Abra con- 
tinu'd filent, and chat with her Fyes fix'd upon 
the Ground, ſhe feem'd to be in a kind of un- 
certainty whar anſwer to return; Speak, faireſt 
Abra, continu'd he, ſpeak, or give me my 
Deaths wound, and perceiving ſome Tears drop 
from her Eyes, yes, charming Ara, repeated 
he,l love ye beyond all chat man can Love, I A- 
dore yee : Can you look with indilferency upon 
a Paſſion fo tender and {o lively ? 

Ah, Sir, anſwer'd the Muſcovite, with a figh 
thar ſhe could nor reſtrain, had your Paſſion been 
indifferent to me, I ſhould have told ye bur roo 
much ere now. I never had fo great a dread, 
added ſhe, of being facrific'd to the Paſſions of 
an unknown perſon, as ſince I know that man 
of all the world moit worthy to polleſs my 
hearr. I now have ſaid roo much, Sir, bur time 
which is to you fo Precious, and your Eternal 
Separation make me forget my ſelf, and put me 
quite to Shame. 1 Bluſh for my Wealzneſs, in 
C 3 nor 
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not being able to conceal the Tryumph of your 
Merit. However, Sir, abuſc not this my Weak- 
reſs, it has betray'd me. Burt ſince Heaven has 
ſurrounded this Paſſion with an invincible 'Ob- 
ſtacle, let us ſtifle' it in its Birth, and let not 
this {ecret be known to yce, for any other rea- 
ſon then to forget it, 

Who I? Madam, reply'd So/iman, I muſt then 
forget the only thing that can procure my Hap- 
pincſs. If Heaven obſtrucrs the accompliſhment 
of my defies, at leaſt it ſhall noc hinder me from 
eaſing my Toxments with the pleaſure of know- 
ing that yolr Heart is nat infenſible of my 
Love. Leave the reſt to time, to my Fortune, 
and co my Induſtry. I ſhall be at Adrianople af- 
tcr the Campaign is over; truſt ro the Kiſler 
Agaſo, 1 will inſtruct him whar he is to do in 
my behalf, and confide in the inviolable fideli- 
ty of Soliman. 

Ard you, Sir, ſince your Merit has forc'd 
me to betray the impreſſion which it has made 
in my heart, aſſure your ſelf that ir ſhall be my 
chief delight ro preferr you before all the 
Crowns of the Earth ; and that all my Conſola- 
tion in the Horrors of my cloſe confinement 
ſhall be to find that you are conſtant. 

The fear of rendring ſuſpicious a longer Diſ- 
courſe made Atrz riſe. The Seraskier led her by 
| the hand, they rejoyn'd Aurſa, and all the com- 
' pany being come together, they went to the 
Banks of a River, upon which there were pre- 
par'd a great many Fire-works ; while a mag- 
"—_——_ niticent 
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nificent Collation under a ſtately open Tent by 
the River fide concluded the Divertiſements. 

Soliman departed a thouſand times more ena- 
mour'd then at his firſt Arrival ; and the next 
morning Mur/a continu'd his Journey, having 
abtain'd of the Seras&ier whatever he could de- 
fire. Bur if he travell'd with contentment, the 
nearer he advanc'd ro his journeys End, the 
more mortal was Abra's Grief for the remorenets 
of a Separation, ſo much the more dreadful to 
her, becauſe ſhe could not foreſee any means or 
way by which ſhe ſhould ever mcet again with 
the perſon who already ſhe lov'd to tenderly, 
and with ſuch a fincere Paſſion. 

"Twas no hard matter foon to perceive the 
Mclancholly that began to weaken her, and 
which was aſcrib'd to the fatigues of a long 
Journey. Bur her ſlave Sarai, who had always 
attended her as a Governels, penetrated into the 
true reaſon of it; and in regard ſhe lay by her 
de, her Sighs could not eſcape her. She allo 
obſlerv'd, that ever fince the morning of her 
departure from Kolenco, ſhe had in the Agitati- 
ons of her Dreams ſeveral times repeatcd rhe 
Name of Soliman, 1o that having a tingular kind- 
neſs tor this Amiable Virgin, and on the other 
ſide the meric of the Seraskier, and his Generofi- 
ty having an influence upon her Mind, the ven- 
cur'd to puſh her Penetration a liuwle farther, 
and ro feck ſome remedy for the pains her Mi- 
ſtrels endur'd. 
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With this purpoſe the Night following when 
chey were alone, and that ſhe heard her Sigh 
more violently, ſhe drew near her Bed, and em- 
bracing her, I love ye tenderly, .my dear Abra, 
ſaid ſhe, 1 love yee tenderly, and will you con- 
ceal any longer from me what 1 already know 
roo well? Open your ſelf ro me, and expect 
from my Fidelity and my Deſcretion whatever 
my zeal can offer yee. 

Abra, ſurpriz'd at this Diſcourſe, anſwer'd 
only with a Sigh. But Sarai embrac'd her 
more cloſely, and conjur'd her with fo much 
importunity, and after ſuch an affeCtionate man- 
ner,to truſt her with what ſhe could no longer 
conceal from her, that at length Abra, melting 
into Tears lay'd open her Heart. Sarai on the 0- 
ther fide, promis'd her all afliſtance, and aflur'd 
her, that if ſhe had a thouſand Lives, ſhe would 
venture 'em all to make her happy. 

From that very mom-nt Abra appear'd more 
blithe, as if by entruſting her ſecret, ſhe had 
diſcharg'd her ſelf of ſome weighty Burthen. 
And in regard that Soliman fought allways im- 
aginable with ſafety ro convey his mind in 
writing to Abra, Sarai ſpar'd him the fruitleſs 
trouble which he put himſelf ro, while he 
thought to accompliſh his deſires by any other 
aſſiſtance then hers. 

A correſpondence of that Importance hazar- 
ded the Lite both of the one the other, and 
therefore to avoid all Danger, it was agreed, 


that the Seraskier's Letters ſhould be fo contriv'd, 
4s 
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as if he had an Aﬀection for Zaid, who was 
Sarai's Neece, and Beautiful beſide, and: that 
Sarai her f(clf ſhould write Abra's Letters, in 
Zaids Name. The intercourſe was thus ſentl'd 
upon the third day after the Separation of the 
rwo Lovers, and the firſt Letter that Abra re- 
ceiv'd from the Serarkier, contain'd theſe kind 
Expreliions. | 


Soliman to Zaid. 


O I.ove every day, to be ſenſible of the ſtill re- 
m. te Separation from IS of what We L Ve much 
more then our (elves, and not to know whether ever 


ſhe ſhall meet again ; what an Afiittion, Adereble 


Zaid, what Torments are theſe! But it wild be 
much more cruel, if at the [ame time I ſhnld have 
any reaſon to doubt the Sincerity of your Ierds. Re- 
memoer the promiſe YOu have mode me. and be 
aſjur'd, that if I lvoe you more then it is poſſib'e 
for all ther men together to do, my Fidelity is equal 
to my Live, and that nuthing ſhall ever change the 


Heart of 
SOLIMAN. 


Abra receiv'd this Billet from Sarai's Hands, 
and Dictatcd to hcr the following Anſwer. 


Zaid 


-woith 
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Z41d to Soliman Seraskier. 


Y Aunt deliver'd me your Letter, which has 
afforded me the only Pleaſure I b.we had 
ſince I loſt the ſight of your Perſon. What ſorrows do 
thoſe Minutes c:ft me every day, which once enjoy'd 
are now no more to be expetied! Net is it written in 
Heaven that they ſhall wwe return! Love, Sir, Love 
on, but let your Live be ne'r IC ITue, be alſur d it 
equals not my love for you, and if your Fidelity be in 
Viclable, my Cenſtancy ſhall be Eternal. Pity my 
Fate, and think often of 


Z A1D. 
Theſe Letters were attended by ſome others ; 


and in regard that Soliman in his ſecond teſtify'd 
a great dciire to fee Abrs once again, Sarai's 


Advice was that ſhe ſhould fain her ſelf ſick, ro 


the end they might be forc'd to ſtop in a kind 
of a Caſtle ſeared upon the Edge of a Forreſt. 
The meaſures taken by Sarai were put in Exe- 
cution, and the Seraskicr being fully inform'd 
of Sarai's contrivance, he took Poſt by the 
weans of lay'd Horſes; and under pretences 
which he never wanted, arriv'd at the place 
appointed ; where he diſguiz'd himſelf in the 
Habit of a Dervis, or one of the Turkiſh Pricſts ; 
in great Vencration among thoſe People, and par- 
ticularly thought to be endu'd with a power to 
CUIC 
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cure all ſorts of Sicinefs by reading in private 
certain Chapters of the 4lchoran, laid upon the 
head of the fick Perſon. Sarai therefore had 
prepai'd all things ready for the Applications 
of the Dervis to Abra's Diſtemper, ard the ſuper- 
ſtirious Adwrſa was fallen into the ſnare, fo that 
'rwas no hard matter to introduce Seliman un- 
der that diſguize, which Mw fo little ſuſpe- 
cted, that ſccing him coming at a Diſtance, he 
fell with his Face upon the Ground, and made 
all kis Servants do as much, while the counter- 
feit Saint paſt forward with a great Alchoran, 
which he held open, and reſting upon his Fore- 
head, as upon a Desk, to the end he might the 
berter hide his Face. 

Selimen bcing thus enter'd into Abra's Cham- 
ber, thought 1t not convenient to ſperd his 
time tn reading th e Aichozan, but throwing him- 
AcIF; at Abra's Knees, , 1d embracing ' em, who 
world have thuught, {uid he, fair fre, who 
would "ik tought that | _ ever have 
been ſo happy to fee you 2gai 

Abra, that the might oblige him to a poſture 
more becomirg his Gr andeur, {cared her ſelf 
upon 2 Couch that was clule by ; but Soliman 
ftzll cuntinutng with once Knce upon thg Ground, 
and perceiving ti hat Saria Was retir'd to have an 
Eye at tne Dovr, he took. yoth her hands be- 
tween his own, ard continuing his Diſcourſe, 
No, No, Madam, No, faid he, I no longer 
queſtion your Love, fince without any keaia- 
tion or {cruple you have ventur'd. all to attord 
me 
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me this alleviation of my Pains. Ah, Madam, 
what a Pleaſure it ir, what a Satisfaction to me 
ro ſee you once again ! Sir, reply'd Abra, if the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing what we love be ro be mea- 
tur'd by love, your Joy is not ſuperiour to 
mine. But with what bitrerneſſes is this ſecret 
Pleaſure intermix'd, when we conſider that 'tis 
but for a Moment, which will be arrended with 
a long and perbaps perperual Separation. 

Hope berter Madam, reply'd $:/iman, and fince 
our Prophet himſelf affords me this day by the 
help of this Diſguiſe, an Opportunity of 
ſeeing you, be alſur'd that he approves our Fires, 
and that he will dire& us to find out which 
way to enjoy our AﬀeCtion with more tree- 
dom. I come here chiefly to inſtru yee what 
meaſures are to be taken, to prevent our being 
expos'd to the Sultan's paiſions. To which pur- 
poſe here is a Letter to the Kiſler Agaſi, which $a- 
_ rai ſhall take care to deliver him, before he re- 
ceives thoſe wherewith Murſa is entruſted ; and. 
provided you can but preſerve me your heart 
till I return to Adriavople, and that the Kiſler does 
bur prevent your being ſeen by M:bomer, 1 will 
ſer all Engins at work, and I preſume ſo much 
upon his Highnels's favour, that 1 deſpair nor 
to Obtain you as his Own gift. 

If it only depent's upon my Conſtancy, ſaid 
Abra, to avoid the Sultan, and enjoy your Love, 
you may rely upon me, Sir, that nothing ſhall 
be wanting on my part to proſper the ſucceſs 
of your Pulion : But take care, Sir, that I may 
not 
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not be depriv'd in the Serraglio of the comfort 
of having my faithful Sarai abour me ; my Heatr 
is in her hands, and ſhe will be of great Uſe 
0 Us. 

This, reply'd Soliman, is one of the principal 
Mortives of my Letter : for 1 do not diſcover to 
the Kiſter the ſecret of ſo dangerous a Paſſion. 
I referr that 1ill we come to diſcourſe together: 
Bur I ſend to him only to do me thoſe Kind- 
neſſes, which I can only expe from his Indu- 
ſtry in favouring my defires. He is Maſter of 
the Serraglio ; he ſhall keep Sarai with yee, no 
doubt of it : and he ſhall do nothing withour 
conſulting her. And to the end, that by know- 
ing what I have written, you may the better 
be able to underſtand how to govern your Af- 
fairs, here is a Copy of it. Abra took the Copy, 
and calling Sari, read the following Lines. 
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Soliman Seraskier. to the 1l- 
Inftrions Torf Kafler Agaſi. 


Our Mightine(s will receive by the Tartarian 
Merchant Murſa Letters "of Recommendation, 

z0 the end the Preſent which he deſigns to bis High- 
weſs CY Noble and Vertuozs Slawe Abra-Mule, 
may be the more graciouſly ac:epted. You have al- 
ways found me to be your Friend; and I know 
the Reaſons of your beings ſupported by the Fa- 
wvour of the Sultaneſs Aﬀleki, which ebliges me, 0s 4 
Confident, to admoniſh you not to be too forward in 
expoſing this new Commer to the Sultan's view till I 
return to Adrianople, at what time I wi! inform you of 
every thing. In the mean times fail nt to let Sarai 
continue with ber; to the end ſve may be ſerviceable 
to you, in calming Abra's impatience to arrive at that 
Honour to which Karah Ibrahim's Caval defignes 
her. The Advice is of great Importance, therefore de- 


ſpiſe it not, 


Aﬀer the reading of this Letter, foliman in- 
gruged 4bra and Sarai, in all the ſecret In- 
treagues of the Serraglio, and how ir bchov'd 
'em to manage their Atﬀtairs ; fo thatthey might 
be able ro ſecond whatever he ſent to the 
Kiſer. After this, rwo the Lovers fell into pri- 
vare diſcourſe, whercia they omitted no- 
thing to give cach other reciprocal _— of 

their 
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their moſt render and ardent Paſſion. At length 
the time which the Derr''s uſually employ with 
their ſick Patients bcing almoſt ſpent, and the 
faral Moment of Scparation approaching, Abra 
rook our of a little Trunk three of her own Por- 
traitures, and requeſted Solizman to make Choice 
of one. He took that which he thought moſt 
like her, and ar the ſame rime Abre threw the 
other two into the fire. 

What d' yee do, Madam, cry'd Soliman, why 
d' yee ſo profuſely deſtroy the Images of Na- 
cures Maſter-piece. In regard I have bur one 
Heart, reply'd Abra, and that never any Perſon 
in the World ſhall enjoy it but your ſelf, for 
whom would you have me preſerve thoſe other 
Portraitures ? I offer 'em up to that which 1 give 
you, and which I beg you to keep ; as I facri- 
fice all the reſt of the Earth to the only Love 
I have for Soliman. 

The Seraskier admir'd the Delicacy of Abra's 
Heart, and kitling the Hand from which he re- 
ceiv'd the Portraiture, how ſweet a thing it is, 
Madam, faid he, how ſweet a thing ir is to be 
belov'd after ſo render and delicate a manner. 
I accept this precious pledge of your Love, I 
will preſerve it rill Death, and it ſhall be a per- 
petual Teſtimony of my Conſtancy. After this 
the Seraskier took leave of Abra, who could nor 


® reſtrain her Tears, and ar the ſame rime rakin 


his Head between her Arms, 'and preſling it cloſe 
" to her Boſlom, ſhe gave him a kiſs upon the 
Fore-head, and then permitted him to _” che 
ame 
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fame liberty upon each hand. Which done, S-- 
liman roſe up, and after he had prevail'd with 
Sarai to accept a magnificent preſent in Jewels, 
he left the Chamber with the = Ceremony as 
he enter'd in, Murſa attending him with a great 
Train to the Gate of the Caſtle. Abra recover'd 
ber Health ; the Reputation of this Dervis was 
ſpread abroad, and Su:man quitting his Religi- 
ous Habit, took Poſt again, and return'd to the 
Army. 

Mvurſa extreamly ſatisfy'd with the pretended 
Miracle of the Alchoran, which redoubl'd his 
Superſtition, departed the next morning, pro- 
ceeding proſperouſly in his journey, while Abre 
comforted her ſelf in Sarai's Boſom, with read- 
ing the Letters v - ich ſhe receiv'd from time to 
time dirc&ed to Zaid, and ſpending ſome nights 
in returning anſwers to 'em. 

They croſs'd Tran/ilvania, travelling eafie Jour- 
neys, and Michael Abaffi detraying their charges 
all along; and being arriy'd at Belgrade, at a 
rime when Karab Ibrabim was there, obrain'd 
Murſafrom him, whatever Letters of Recommen- 
dation he defir'd. Ar length he got to Adrianople, 
where the Sultan had been fince the Spring, that 
he might be ne'r at hand to ifſue forth his or- 
ders for the motion of his Troops, and that he 
might be the more punCtually inform'd of e- 
very thing that fell our. 

Sarai, whoſe Diligence inclin'd her to ſpare 
for nothing, and who underſtood, that in the 
Segraglio all things were mov'd by the Springs 
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of many, was no ſooner arriv'd there, but ſhe 
won the heart of che Kiſlers firſt Dragoman, Or 
Interpreter, and caus'd Soliman's Letter to be de- 
liver'd to that powerful Eunuch, before Murſa 
had made any progreiles roaward his obtaining 
Audience. The Kifler heing thus anticipated, 
kept the Tartar above two Months before he 
ſutfer'd Abre to be introduc'd into. the Serrag/io ; 
beſides, chat he found a way to bring her in un- 
dreſt, and among a tiuddle of cighc or ten 0- 
thers which various B:ſ»:”s had ſent, and made 
choice of a day that the Sulran was vext and out 
of humour upon the receir of fome ill News; 
ſo that Mohemet bcing t:\ken up with the trou- 
blefom Conſultations, wherein the taking of 
Neuhanſal hid engag'd the whole Divan, toge- 
ther with the railing of the Sizge of Gran, which 
the Turks had fruirle(sly attempted, ard the loſs 
of a Battel fought within rwo Leagues of tha: 

lace, and bcing more over continually befieg'd 
by the Sulcaneſs 4//cki, and 4brz never ſeeking 
to expoſe her ſelf, it was no dithculr thing for 
the Kiſſer to put her into an Appartment-ourt of 
the way, and keep her out of Mabomet's Eye. 

But if Abra avoided the bght, and conſequent- 
ly the love of the Sultan, till the erd of the 
Campaign, ſhe fourd her felf expos'd ro ano- 
ther Amour, which though art firtt it appear'd 
leſs dangerous, yet tie Contequences of it were 
moſt terribly faral. 

Mahomer kept his Brothers under a kind of 
Confinement, where neverthelcb> they had _ 
D om 
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dom enough. He fore'd 'em to attend him in 
all his Progreſles, and they were then in the Serra- 
glio at Adrianople fſerv'd as Princes in their fe- 
veral Appartments ; and the Sultan who would 
not deprive 'em of their Pleaſures, but was un- 
willing however they ſhould have any Children, 
rook care that they ſhould not be ſuffer'd ro 
come at any Women, bur ſuch as were paſt 
Child bearing ; yet that they ſhould provide for 
'em the handſomeſt that could be found out at 
thoſe years. 

Prince Soliman, who, as I have ſaid, was a 
handſom perſon, notwithſtanding he ſfeem'd fo 
addicted ro the ſtudy” of the A4lchoran, was of an 
amorous CompleEtion, and was not fatisfi'd 
with the ſuperannuated Miſtreſſes with which 
they endeavour'd to amuſe him. He was wily, 
and full of diihmulation, and having acquir'd a 
perfect conhdence with an Elderly Woman, 
call'd M:rrama, who was impos'd upon him for 
one of his Bed-fcllows, he had ſo much influ- 
ence over her, as to engage her to ſupply him 
by dextrous Intreagues, with younger paſtimes 
then thoſe ro which he was forc'd to confine 
himſelf, and ſhe had alrcady ſucceeded in ſeve- 
ral Negotiations that requir'd a moſt nice con- 
duct. 

She had+her Appartiment 1n the ſame Gallery 
where Abre had hers; and in regard ſhe was 
extreamly Infinuating, full of Flattery, rogether 
with an Anticipating and trolick Wir, ſhe ſoon 
ſtruck in with the young Muſcovite, and faſten'd 

| her 
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her (clf co herin a ſtrict familiarity, which their 
near Nighbourhood allow'd of, and which the 
Kiſter tavour'd, to the end ſhe might be raken up 
with divertiſcments, that might hinder her from 
thinking of the Sultan, 

Marama had no ſooner knit the knot of this 
familiarity, but having fourd our that 4bra had 
no ambitious defign of making her ſelf known 
to the Sultan, it came into her Head to in- 
tregue her with Soliman, To which purpoſe ſhe 
made fuch a lively Defcriprion of the young 
Muſcovite to the youthful Prince, thar withour 
any trouble ſhe infus'd into him a violent de- 
fire to ſee her ; and on the other fide, ſhe made 
uſe of all her Wic in magnitying to Abra the 
merits of Soliman. 

Now to create an ovportunity for the Prince 
ro fatisfie his Eyes with the fight of an Obje& 
which ſhe had painted ro him adorn'd with fo 
many Accompliſhments, ſhe obrain'd leave of 
the Kiſler to give a Collation ro five or fix of 
her Friends in the Sultanels's Vatides private Gar- 
den, and ſhe ſo order'd her Buſincts, as to en- 
gage Abra to be one of her Guelis. 

The Collation was ſcrv'd up at the end of an 
Alley that was overloox'd by a Crofs-bar'd win- 
dow of Solimin's appartiment, who from thence 
had a full view of the Muſcevite, whom he fourd 
infinicely more beautiful then Marama had 
ſer her forth ro-be ; and of a ſuddain fell fo vi- 
olently in love with her, that his dear conhdent 
coming in the Evening to viſit him, he ſhut 
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himſelf up with her, and cloſely embracing her, 
I am a dead Man, my dear Maraima, ſaid he, 
if you afford nor ſome aſlwagement to that 
love which you have kindFd, and which can 
only be expected from your addreſs and dili- 
gence. 

This Relief, reply'd Marama, depends not 
upon me ; I have found the way to bleſs your 
Eyes with an Objc&t that moſt deſcrves the love 
of the greateſt Þrince in the World. This is 
but the firſt ſtep; it behoves me now to found 
her Heart, which ſeems ro me but very indiffe- 
rent as to all ſorts of Pleaſures, and lefs inclin'd 
to love then any other Pathon. Bur the. main 
difficulty is for you to ſee her, and ſpeak to her. 
However lcave that to Time and my Diligerce, 
and be afſur'd that I ſhall omit nothing to bring 
it to pals. 

This Promiſe ſomething quiered Scliman's firſt 
Diſturbances ; he rely'd upon Marama's cunning, 
and in the mean time not beli-ving that a Wo- 
man of the Serraglio could hold our againſt the 
Love of an Ottoman Prince, He flatter'd his Pal- 
fion with that ſucceſs which was 'at a great di- 
ſtance from him. 

In the mean time Marama united her ſelf more 
cloſely ro rhe young Mu{covire and by her Afſidui- 
ties the all!» infinuated her felf into Sarai's Con- 
fidence, and ar length ſhe carry'd her ſclf fo 
pliant, that Abra who: fought only for Paſtimes 
to conceal ard aflwage her Anxicties, could not 
live without her company. ; 
When 
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When ſhe found her ſelf fo well fertFd in a 
heart which ſhe thought void of Love, ſhe at- 
tempred ro infuſe that Patſion by a general dil- 
courſe of the pleaſures that attended the Union 
of rwo Perſons in a charming AteCtion. Abra 
liſten'd to her, and ſeem'd to give Credir ro 
her diſcourſe, becauſe thar all ſhe ſaid ro her 
flarter'd her Inclinations for the Seraskier : And 
Marama, who was periwaded the had made 
{ome Imprefſion upon her Soul. imagin'd that 
nothing remain'd for her to do, bur only by 
ſ-me Artifice to get Soliman and A4bra together, 
which ſhe thought might be cably brought to 
pats. 

The. body of the Building wherein were the 
Appartiments of Abra, Maramr, ard a great num- 
ber of other Women, was directly oppoſite ro 
thar wherein the Princes were lodg'd ; ard to 
prevent their Communication, and ſeeing one 
ar.other, a very thick and high Wall divided the 
Court, by which they were teparared. 

Amurath, who buile thoſe rwo Structures; or 
Piles of Lodgings, to be himſelf in the one with 
the favourite Sultanefs, and to lodge the moſt 
beauriful Women of his Serraglio in the other, 
had contiivid a private little Gallery under 
Ground, whereby he might paſs from one Buil- 


ding to the other, and avoid the 1 is Eyes 
of the Sultaneſs when he had a mird co viii 


his other Women. The Ertrance io that Gal- 
Icry jutred upon the Apprtment poltz{s'd by 
Prince Soliman, and led to Maraina's C:ivinct; but 
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two Doors a long time ſince made up prohibited 
the uſe of ir. 

To attempt the opening of a place in the Ser- 
raglio clos'd up, was a Crime ſufficient to awa. 
ken Mahomet's jealoufie, and ro hazard Soliman's 
life : But in regard it was*mhe only way that 
Marama Could think of, ſhe furniſh'd her ſelf 
with Irons, and falſe Keys, requiſite to make a 
Breach, and when all things were ready pre- 
par'd, and concerted with Soliman, ſhe engagd 
Abra to come to her Chamber, and while her 
Slaves kept Sarai in a pleating Chat, ſhe led her 
alone into her Cabiner. 

Soliman got through,and had hid himſelf behind 
the hanging that hung before the Our-let of 


the Gallery : Ar what time Marama having ſea- . 


ted Abra upon a heap of Cuſhions cover'd over 
with a Carpet, entertain'd her with high Ap- 
plauſes of the marvellous luſtre of her Ecauty, 
the brightneſs of her Eyes, - the whiteneſs of 
her Skin, and all her other Charms ; and after 
that, ſhifting her Diſcourſe, ſhe fell ro talk of 
Prince Seliman, and cry'd up his Merits to the 
Skies ; inſomuch that the portraiture that ſhe 
gave of him ſeeming to have a fair reſemblance 
of the Aire, the lovely Meen, and Lineaments 
of the Seraskier, the poor betray'd Lady, our 
of an innocent openneſs of heart, gave her ſelf 
the liberty ro ſignify, that if the tight of the 
Prince had not been forbidden by. the ſtrict 
Rules of the Serraglio, her Curioſity mighc 
have been prevail'd upon to ſee him. 

Upon 
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Upon thoſe words, Seliman, who thought he 
had mer with the: Minute proper to make his 
Appearance, bolted of a fuddain from bchind 
the Hanging, and falling upon one Knee ar 
Abra's feet, with his Eyes fix'd upon hers, which 
ſhe caſt roward the ground in a deep {urprize, 
that render'd her@nmovable, Madam, ſaid he, 
behold a Prince that burn'd with impaticrce 
to behold the moſt wonderful of all perfe&i-" 
ons that ever Narure produc'd, and who is 
come to proſtrate his Heart at your feer, and pur 
his Life in your hands. 

Abra who could not recover her felf rom her 
Aſtoniſhment, - durſt nor caſt an Eye upon Soli- 
man ; but upon Marama ſhe threw a look that 
ſ{cem'd ar once both ro reproach her Treachery, 
and bemoan the trouble into which the had 
plung'd her. A Ruddineſs more then ordina- 
ry ſpread ir ſelf upon her Cheeks, her whole 
Body trembl'd, and not knowing what courle 
to rake under a Circumſtance fo liule expected, 
ſhe ſtood in a profound filence, when Soliman re- 
ſuming his firſt Addreſles, I fee, Madam, ſaid he, 
I ſce, that the Happineſs I have had, for the 
ſight of you, to ſurmount thoſe Obſtacles thar 
would have appcar'd invincible to any other 
Love but that which I haye for your fclt, of- 
fends yee ; bur impute ro the power of your 
Charms, and the tenderneſs of my heart, this 
Crime that has affrighted yee, and which you 
will patdon me, when you conſider that no 
man living can bchold thute Eyes without ado- 
ring 'em. D 4 Abra, 
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Abra, who during this diſorder, felt her an- 

er augment as her aſtoniſhment began to quit 
bd caſt a ſmart look upon Soliman, and at the 
ſime rime turning again her Eyes away from 
him, Sir, ſaid ſhe, did you only expoſe my life 
by an Enterprize ſo dangerays both for you and 
Mzzrama, you ſhould not hav ſeen me tremble. 
Bur Sir, whar iſt you aim at by an Undertak- 
ing no lefs fruitleſs then raſh and indiſcreet ? I 
am nur ignorant of the full extent of your Me- 
rit, and 1 pay it the real homage of my Eſteem: 
But if you have forc'd thoſe Obſtacles that for- 
bad you the ſight of me, there yet remains 0- 
thers tar more invincible, that forbid my heart 
to entertain a Paſhon that muſt never enter 
there. 

Oh, Madam, were the Sultan ſo happy as to 
have rouch'd your heart, I might Juſily tear the 
meeting. with an invincible Obſtacle ro my 
Love ; but fince I know that he has never caſt 
his Eyes upon you, and that you your ſelf are 
Careful ro avoid his fight, what Obſtacle can 
the Love of a Prince, who adores yee, meet 
With in a heart ſo free as yours ? A Prince, who 
would facrifice the whole Earth to the fatisfa- 
Etion of infuſing into your Soul the ſmalleſt Paſ- 
ſion for him. 

Prince, reply'd Ab-s, whatever liberty Maho- 
met gives my heart, youu will not find 3c lefs in- 
ſenſible then if he had the ſule pollcflion of it. 
Stifle therefore a Love thar may precipitate yee 
into a thouſand diſmal Inconveniencies, I am not 
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iznorant of the danger ro which, at this Inſtant, 
you have expos'd your felf ; nor has the ſur- 
prize into which you have put me ; or my 1n- 
dignation to ſee my fclf thus betray'd by Ma- 
rama 1o clouded my Realon, as not tro confi- 
der' what I have (@ do. I eſteem and reſpeR 
yee, Sir, roo much to Cen.y yee my hilerce for 
the ſecurity of y »ur head. Ke gon Sir, and do 
nat ruin your tclf for the ſake of an Amour, 
where there is no probability of fuccels. 

You may, Madam, never have any Aﬀection 
for mc, bur I can never ceaſe to have a Love 
for you. It my pure Flames offend yee, here's 
my head, deliver it up to my Brother to puniſh 
the Prefumprion of my Adoration. 

Sir, (aid Abra, a hcait like mine, never fecks 
Revenge, and the Irjuries done by Love are al- 
ways excuſible, nor will 1 revenge my felf of 
that whicit yours has done me, but in [zbour- 
ing to cxtinguiſh it: I alto pydon Marama's 
Treachcry, for the fake v1 her t1 1ern.dtlip Or YOU, 
Require of my heart zl! the Eſtcem that is due 
to a Prince ot extraordinary Ment: TDs Your 
due, and I pav it freely. But require ' nut a 
Love from a heart that is not ac Liberty, and 
which it would be therefore in Van to impor- 
rune. 

Though this ſime mildneſs that Abra ſhew'd 
was only an ctfcEt of her Prudence and Difcre- 
tion, yet Selimar, who eatily fhatrer'd himf If in 
his pleaſures, vainlv i1magin'd thar the reafon 
why ſhe ſo willingly contented by her filer.ce 
[0 
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| ro conceal an Attempt fo criminal, was only be- 
Cauſe his Love and his Chara&ter had made the 
firſt Impreſſions in her heart ; and judging that 
' 


he had done enough for the firſt meeting, in 
having ſhewn himſelf in perſon, and declar'd 
his Love, he witcily curn'd the Diſcourſe upon 
other things more general, and after he had 
ſtay'd ſomctime in the Cabiner, he rook his | 
leave. 

So foon 2s he was gone, Marama, who had 
the fame thoughts as he, preſently began to put 
Abra upon 2 new Diſcourſe of the Prince's love, 
n 1magining that ſhe would open her Mind with 
i more freedom to her : But ſhe was ſoon con- 

if vinc'd, by the Reproaches of hcr Infidelity, and 
| | the ſmart Anſwers which ſhe made her, that 
| that there was nothing lcfs in her heart chen 
thoſe Inclinations wherewith Soliman flatter'd 
himſclf; and that if ſhe intended to make any 
farther progreiles raward the vanquifhing her 
Inditterency, or to preferve the familiarity ſhe 
» had with her, ir behov'd her either not to ſay 
a word more of that Amour, or elſe to make ule 

of Artifices more nice and delicate. 
While this Intreague, which in the Con- 
cluſfion prov'd fo fatal ro Mahbomer was taking 


rootin the Serraz/io, the ead of an Unſucceſsful , 
| Campaign redoubl'd the Sultan's Anxictics. 
| 1 Prince Charles of Lorrain had the year be- | 
3 fore undertaken the ſiege of Buda ; but the jea» *) 
| louhe of his Enemies which he had in the Em- | 
| peror's Council, and who envy'd thoſe Hon- }! 
Ours 
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ours which ecclips'd their own, caus'd the Miſ- 
carriage of that Enterprize, by maliciouſly 
keeping from him thoſe Supplies which were 
molt neceſlary for the Artacque of fo impor- 
rant a Place, and the ſubſiſtance of his Men. 
So that wanting every thing, and nor being 
able ro hinder Cheit:n Baſha, Serikeire of the 
Armies in Hungary from 1clciving it, he was 
forc'd to raiſe his lege. 

Enrag'd at the Succeſs of his Enemies Malice, 
the next year he took more certain Meaſures, 
ro the ene he might not be expos'd to the fame 
Inconveniencies, and open'd a Glorious Came? 
paign with the ficge of Neuban/el. 

The Vizir Karah Ibrahim, who raiher choſe 
tro employ the Valour of other men, then to act 
himſclf, and who trom Belgrade iflu'd forth all 
his Orders to all the Armics, in hopes to make 
a Divertion, laid ficege to Gran. Bur in regard 
the Tirks found more rcf:ſtance there then they 
expected, after they had waſted twelve days in 
vain they rats'd their fhege, and joyn'd all their 
Forces under Cheitan Serakier, ty oppoſe Prince 

harles, who without dilcontinving the fiege 
Newhanſel, march'd dircetly with the Body of his 
Army to decide the deftiny of the Campaign 
by the fate of a Bartel. 

The Armies came in view of each other with- 
in three Leagues of Gran, there being nothing 
between '<m but A Murals, which Could not be 
crols'd but through narrow Patles at a diltance 
one from the ogher ; befides that the Cheiran had 
lixty 
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fxty thouſand Men ; fo that Prince Charles, who 
had not above forty five, thought it would be a 
raſh attempt to- paſs the AMoraſs in view of the 
Enemy, and within the reach of their ſhor, 
to attagque em -1n their Entrenchemnt. He 
therefore try'd whether he could engage 'em 
to pals it firſt themſelves, which it was not difh- 
culr ro do by two Stratagemes. The one by 
ſpreading a falſe report, that his Army was re- 
duc'd to torty thouſand Men; and the other, 
by faining a precipitate and falſe retreat. 

This double Stratagem ſucceeded ro a wonder: 
fr the Turks 0:4. rving the motion of that faign'd 
retreat, pals'd the Mcoraſsin the night time. But 
then Prince Charles wo march'd itlowly, under- 
ſtanding they were got over, fac'd about, Embat- 
rell'd his Army, and having given the Icft wing 
ro the Elector of Bavaria, and raking the right 
himſclr, advanc'd toward the Enemy. 

The Onſre was Vigorous on the Turks fide, 
who thought they had been marching to a 
Victory, nut to a Combat. They charg'd the 
two Wings three times, and the Principal 
weight of their Strength falling upon the Right 
Wing where the Princes of Centi and Roche [ur 
Yor tought as Volunteers at the Head of Lanibiers's 
Squadron, the immovcable ſteadineſs of theſe 
Priaces render'd ineiteftual the Enemie's Efforts, 
and thuir undaunted Valour contributed not a 
little to the winning of the Bartel. 

The tight was long and Obſtinate on the 
Tu, «5 iide, Who gave ground, and rally'd as often 
ds 
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as they were broken, and returning to the 
Charge, endeavour'd ſtill ro Flank the right 
Wing, where lay the main ſtrength of the Battel ; 
bur at length the Flector of Bavaria, after he 
had firſt broken and diſpers'd all that ſtood be- 
fore him, fell with his left Wing upon the Turks, 
and put'em into ſuch a general Confuſion, that 
being every where Broken they betook them- 
ſelves to flight, and repals'd the Moraſs, beyond 
which they were ſtill purtu'd with the Loſs of 
Ten thouſand men, and not daring to ſtay in 
their Entrenchments, never thought themſclves 
late till they were got under the Canpon of 
Buda. 

After this great Victory, Newhanſel was taken 
by Storm, and the Emperour carry'd his Victori- 
ous Arms as far as the Drave, ruining the Bridge 
of Eſjeck, and by taking a good Number of 
other Flaces, pur the Divan into ſuch a Conſter- 
nation, that upon the falſe Information of Karah 
Jhrabim, whote ill Conduct and Cowardile had 
not a little contribured to the Misfortunes of this 
Campaign, and who was a Mortal Enemy to 
the famous Count Tekeli, they blindly took a 
Reſolution to fcize upon that Count at Iaradin ; 
and to have him carry'd laden with Ferrers to 
Adrianple. Which compleared the Ruin of the 
Turks aftairs in Hwngary. 

Karsh Ibrakim \oon after attended upon the 
Sulcan, and finding him incens'd at the Misfor- 
runes of the Campaign, that he might turn the 
EfcRs of his Anger upon ſome other Head. fo 


dex- 
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dextrouſly lay'd the Cauſe of all the Summers 
ill ſucceſs upon the ill Condu& of the Seraskier 
Cheitan, that Mahomet, who was naturally un- 
grateful, forgetting the Signal Services which 
he had done him both in Polard, and the Kelicf 
of Buda, order'd him to loſe his head, which 
was publickly put in Execution. 

By his Death the Employment of Scraskier of 
the Hungarian Armies becamg Vacant ; and for 
the ſupplying ir, the Sultan caſt his Eyes upon 
the Seraskier Seliman, whom we left upon the 
Frontiers of Pcland, and who had promis'd the 
fair Abra, that after the end -of the Campaign 
he would te at Adrianople. 

He had perform'd his Duty with ſo much 
conduct and valour, that all the Ffforts of the 
Pelanders prov'd abortive, and that notwith- 
ſtanding all their Oppeſfition, he had ſupply'd 
Caminiec with a conhiderable Convoy. Bur not- 
withſtanding his Afſiduity in the performance 
of his Duty ard his Vigilance, which carry'd 
him where ever his Preſence might be uſeful, 
he took his times, by Sara:'s Addreſs, and - the 
aſſiſtance of ſome Eunuchs of the Serrag/io, whom 
ſhe had won to her ſide, to let the fair Muſcovite 
frequently hear from him, while on the other 
ſide he receiv'd from her no lefs obliging Marks 
of her fidelity. 

Ar length, as ſoon as poſſibly he could, he 
arriv'd ar Adrianeple, and was receiv'd by the 
Sultan, as one who had the greateſt ſhare in his 


favour, and who alone of all his Generals —_ 
the 
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the Campaign had prevented the Misfortunes 
of ill Succeſs. 

So ſoon as he alighted he had a long and pri- 
vate conference with the Sultan, touching the 
General State of Afﬀairs, and in regard he was 
a particular Friend of Count Tekel:'s, he vitibly 
made appear the falfe Steps which they had 
made, who counſell'd his Arreſt ; and from this 
Accident paſling to the Grand Viſir's Condutt, 
who was the Author of that pernicious Advice, 
he ſo ſenſibly made out all his Miſtakes, that 
Mahomet, in whoſe favour that Miniſter began 
already to totrer, was abſolutely determin'd ro 
degrade him, and at the ſame time to fatisfy 
the favourable Inclinations which he had always 
had for Solimas ; ſo that the Seal of the Empire 
was ſoon after taken from Karah Ibrahim, and 
given t0 Soliman, who was dcclar'd Grand Vi- 
Ir, 

Yet did he not rejoice at his Exaltation fo 
much for ary other reaſon, as that he now ho- 
ped that Mahomet's favour would not re- 
fuſe him the happineſs which he far more de- 
fir'd ; fecing that if the Sulcans did not ſome- 
times diſdain to give their own Daughters to 
their Grand Vilirs, he might well obtain a Stran- 
ger taken out of the Serraglio. But he thoughr 
it not convenient to be too haſty, before he 
had taken his right meafures ; he confider'd 
with himſelf chat in the New dignity which he 
held, and which would faſten the Kiſler Ageſi 
more cloſely ro his Fortunes, he might difco- 
ver 
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ver to him his love for 4bra, and that it bchov'd 
him to make, uſe of the Induſtry and Aſſiſtance 
of thar Funuch, as well as his own Credit to ob--. 
rain the main Aim of his Intentions, and to give 
the Sultan ſome notice of it before hard, fo 
ſoon as an Opportunity offer'd. 

Abra r<cciv'd the News art once buth of the 
Arrival of her dear S:liman, and of his Advarce- 
ment to the chief Dignity in the Empire, and 
Sarai it was who brought her the Intelligence 
into her Cabinet. 

Now tho” ſhe had bin inform'd that he would 
be in a ſhort time ar Ariancple, reverthelels be: 
cauſe the rejierared Orders of the Sultan had 
precipitated his Journey, he prevented the time 
which he had pertix'd, and this was that 
which made her more ſenſible of che joyful news 
which flic receiv'd from her dear Confident. 
She was in hopcs ſhe ſhould have heard from 
him the ſme day; but he could not withdraw 
himſclf from the Importunate Throngs that 
croudecd to lo12d him with their Homzges ; nor 
coul4 he quit the Urgency of thole pretling 
Orders wherein he ſpent the reſt of the day, and 
good part of the night. 

Ar length being with a world of trouble 
diſengag'd from ſo many ſlaves, the Adorers of 
his Fortunc, abour midnight he detain'd the 
Kiſter Agaſi with him, and took tim into his 
private Cabinet, under pretence of moſt 
Important Orders which he had to unpart to 
him. 


After 


oy 


Afer they had paid to each other what was 
due to a long and reciprocal Friendſhip, the 
Kiſler gave Soliman an Accampt of the Artifices 
which he had been forc'd to make uſe of, to 
hinder Mabomet from the fight of Abra, and 
the precautions which he usd every day, to 
make the beſt of rhe warning he had given him 
in his Letter, bur that thizzgs could nor long 
remain in the ſame poture, ualels rcourſe were 
had to other ways more hazardous. For that 
within a few days the Saltanellezs Feſtival was 
to be kept, and thar day all the Women of 
the Serraglio appear'd in the privare Moſquee, 
with the Habits 2nd Ornaments whick the Sultan 
order'd to be diitribured amorg em. 

This news was no way plealing to the Vilir, 
however ir did nor put him quite out of thoſe 
hopes wherewith he Hatrer'd himſclf ; fo thar at 
tength; after repeated Expreſſiors of the Synce- 
rity of his Aﬀe&tion, he open'd his Heart to the 
Kifler, told him he was pathonately in love with 
Abra, and that ſhe correſponded with his Af- 
feCtion. 

The Kiſer, {urpriz'd at the acknowt:dgement 
of fo bold a Pailion, remain'd for ſome time 
without anfwering and gave the Vilir rg under- 
ſtand, that the Entruſting him with ſuch 2 
Secret had put him into a fttrarzze Conſternation. 
Neverthelc(s, after he had conflider'd a white; 
and recovering himſclf of a tuddain, Sir, faid 
he, the more dangerous the Tryal is upon which 
you put my Friendſhip, the more I am aſſwi'e 

E Or 
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of yours. You are not ignorant to what a 
dreadful danger you expoſe me, bur fince we 
have begun, it behoves us to make an end. 
Should I go abour to repair the Crime I am 

ailty of in the eye of the Sultan, I ſtoald 
nxt an Offender in reſpe&t of my Fiicnd, 
and yet not ceaſe to be the ſame in reſpe& of 
my Soveraign. And therefore depend upon my 
Fidelity, as I depend upon your prudence. 

Upon thoſe words the Vitr embrac'd the 
Kiſler, and imparted to him his deſign to obtain 


. Abra, by begging her of the Sultan. Ah, Sir, 


ſaid the Kiſer, would you- ruin your ſelf and 
me t00? The Sultans will ſooner part with their 
own Daughters, then the meaneſt ſlave in the 
Sarraplio; becauſe their Daughters are Eurthers 
to 'em, which they would willingly be rid of, 
and for that by beſtowing 'em upon their weal- 
thy Miniſters, they fell *em the Honour of thar 
Alliance, or make uſe of it as a ſnare to facri- 
fice 'em to their Avarice. But Mahomet, jea- 
lous of every Woman that he keeps in his Serra- 
elio, would look upon the Gitt of one of his 
Woman, as a moſt ſenfible loſs, and therefore 
fince Abra has an Atection for yee, and will 
nat refuſe to correſpond'd with our Contrivan- 
ces, we muſt feck which way to take ſome 1a- 
f-r methods. © After this they propos'd to them- 
{cives ſeveral intreagues, but came to no reſolu- 
tion, only referring all things to time, rochance, 
and their own diligence, for the carrying on ſo 
wice an Enterprize, the Kiſier retit'd. But the 
Viſir 
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Vilir could not think of taking any repoſe till he 
had writ to his deareſt A4bra ; when at the very 
time thay he was going about ir, an Eunuch 
broughr him a Billet, which after he had open'd 
it, he fgund ro be Sarai's Hand, whoonly wrote 
whar h txeſs dictated, and read the tollow- 
10g lincs. 


The Lozal One to the On ly One, 


know gee fo be near me, and liden with the Fa- 


wveurs of Fortune ; this might be (ufacient to [atrs- 
fie the Tranſpirts of Wy Joy, did _ my deſire 
ſemething ele. When the diſtance of whote Provine 


Ces ſeperated I's, Is le(s cruel to me ty yp wah your 
abſence, but the nearer yeu are, the muyre Þ: :in'ul is it 
to me, to find my ſolf depriv'd of the pieaſure of your 
Preſence. I bave beard no news > you : Annoticn 
has rcbb'd my Love of one whole day: Tis too too 
long ; ; but I expett yee, that I may | cal yeur Pardcn. 
Sara, who better then my ſelf us deritans the Condi 
116798 of my Heart, w:1ll give you £7 /Aiccoarnmt of if 5 
and you awill then find that ze howe ne realm to 
compl, ain, not ſo niuch as of ene of all tl Alinates 
which I waflt remote! y d tant from you. [, 3 08 live 
me, do ſcmething that is impſſ,9/e, to came ond jeg 
the | 
Loyai One. 


Notwithſtanding the Vifir was over-jov'd up» 
on the receipt of this Letter from bra, yer vas 
he no leſs perplex'd to fird out a way to gct 


into her Appartiment, bur | in regard hc ark his 


( 52 ] 
whole confidence in the Addreſs and Friendſhip 
of the Kiſkr Agaſi, he flatter'd himſelf that he 
ſhould accompliſh his deſign ; and with theſe 
hopes, he took his Pen, and return'd the follow- 
ing Anſwer, with which he cntruſted the ſame 
Eunuch, 


HE Favers I bave receiv'd from Fortune, have 
not prevail d upon my Heart to loſe a moment 
of my wanted exattneſs in thinking upon you. 
They would have been more acceptable to me, if the 
load of troubleſm Affairs would have ſuffer'd me 
to [atisfie the impatience of my Love. The Honour 
which the Sultan has ws &; | upon me, pleaſes me 
no otherwiſe then as it flatters my hopes. 1 have ſeen 
my Friend ; there is nothing which I have not attempted 
to fullfill your Orders. Love me, think upon me, and 
live for my ſake, as for your ſake lijes the 

Onely One. 


But while Mabomet's Favour rais'd the Viſir to 
the higheſt pinacle of Fortune, and that Soliman 
met in Abra's Conſtarcy, with all that his Love 
could wiſh for from a Heart entirely devored to 
him, Prince Seliman (till flatrer'd himſelf that by 
Marama's Intreagues he ſhould at length gain the 
heart of the young Muſcovite. 

To which purpoſe that crafty Female-friend, 
having cor:certed with the Prince what Methods 
t» take, liv'd with Abra under the greateſt cir- 
cumſp.tion imaginable ; and ever tince the En- 
tervicw/ in her Cabinet, which had not the = 
AS 
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ceſs which ſhe expeRed, ſhe obſerv'd her with a 


wonderful attention ; and in regard ſhe had a 
peircing wir, and a ſmooth inſinuating way to 
dive inco the moſt hidden Folds of the heart ; 
ſhe perceiv'd that the young Muſcovi'e was not 
without ſome inward difquiet, and rightly 
jadg'd, that ſuch difquict could not procecd from 
any other occaſion then Love. 

Theſe Thoughts ſhe impured to Prince Solj- 
man, and in regard Miſtrui is infeperable from 
Love, and that the twitches of Jealouſte do bur 
ſerve to inflame a Heart the more, he found 
himſelf, by this Information. jealous without an 
ObjeR, and more enamour'd then he was be- 
fore ; and in the midſt of theſe Agitations that 
inſpir'd his Jealouſte, he would needs pur Pen ro 
_—_ and accordingly wrote the following Bil- 
ct. 


Prince Soltman to the Divine Abra. 


s © HE fear of offending yee, more powerful cver 
my Heart, then that of loſing my Life, bas hin- 
der d me from ſeeking any fariber Opportunity to pay 
you a ſecond Viſit. Tou will not Love me, you ay, 
but yeur Inſenſioility will not always oblige me not to 
Love you. I repeat it then, divine Abra, that I a- 
dore yee, but with @ Paſſion ſo lively, and ſo wiolent, 


\ that tis impoſſible your Heart ſhould be inſenble of it, 


were it free from all other Engagement. If a Riyat 
be the Obſacl: you meant, it ſhall not be ſq invin- 
E 3 cibke 
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cible as you ſay it is, ſince there is no Lowe but what 
muſt give way to that, which he till death will have 
for yee, who writes himſelf 


Price Soliman. 


Marama undertook the delivesy of this Letter, 
and judging well that. 4bra would refuſe to receive 
it ftrom her hands, ſhe thought it the beſt way to 
callto her ath{tance Natural Curiofity. And there- 
fore ſhe made her a viltit on purpoſe, and in 
the midſt of a world of pleafant and divertifling 
Giſcourſe, having found a way toflide the Billet 
under Abra's Tovlet, fo ſoon as ſhe had done 
the withdrew, and left her to her ſelf in hopes 
that the next day, by the ettc& of that Letter 
ſhe might read in her Countenance whether her 
heart were engag'd or no. 

In the mean time the Viſlir went to the 
Kiſer, and ſhew'd him Avra's Letter ; and preſs'd 
him with ſo much earneſtricfs ro procure him 
admirtance in her Appartiment, of which he 
was the Abſolute Maſter, that at length in de- 
ſpite of all the Hazar'd which the Eunuch 
ran, after he had conſider'd the moſt proper 
ways to put in Execution ſo perilous an Atr- 
tempt, ſeeing the Viſir had but little Beard, he 
carry'd him into his Cabinet, order'd him to 
rubb his face and hands with Ethiopian Black- 
ing, and putting him in an Eunuchs Habit, 
he feign'd to make a private Viſit in the Wo- 
mens 
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mens Appartiments, and to that purpoſe de- 
manded all the Lamps in the Galleries ro be put 
out, and with a Dark-Lanthorn accompany'd 
only with the Viſir in diſguize, he made as if 
he looke into other Appartiments in his way, 
and at length chopt into Abra's, who was uit 
going to undreſs herſelf. * 

Though Abre might have ſome apprehenſion 
of the Truth, yer ſceing the Kiſter with a black 
Funuch enter at ſuch an unſcaſonable hour of 
the Night, her furprize ,not permitting her to 
recolleet who the Black Eunuch ſhould be, ſhe 
thought ar firſt that the Chief Miniſter of the 
Sultan's Pleaſures had been come by his Order to 
ferch her away, and expoſe her to his Paſſion ; 
ſo that in the ſuddain Tumult which that fſur- 
prize had rais'd in her heart, of which ſhe was 
not then the Miſtreſs, ſhe ſwoonded away in 
Sarai's Arms. 

They lay'd her upon the Bed ; and the Kiſter 


*commanding the reſt of the Slaves ro quit the 


Room, went to work together with the Vitr 
to recover her our of her fainting fit, when 
Sarai, who held ibra's Head, 2nd took the 
Vitr for one of Kiſler's Eunuchs, bid him fetch 
a Gold Bottle of Cordial water, that ſtood upon 
the Dreiling Table; which the Vitr readily did, 
and at the fame time ſecing2WViller lying by the 
Bottle, flipt it into his Bolony After this Abra 
recover'd her Spirits, and the Kifter underſtand- 
ing the Reafon of her {wooning gave hcr to 
underſtand in two words how much ſhe was 
E 4 de- 
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decelv'd ; and then diſcovering to her who the 
prong was in a habir that ſo ill became him, 

e retir'd with Sarai, to the farther end of the 
Room, that the rwo Lovers might have the 
mo:e liberty eo enterrain each other. 

How did they powre forth their Hearts to 
one another ! What - Reciprocal - Tendernelles ! 
What Aſſurances of Fidelity ! What Tortures of 
Minds to contrive which way to arrive at that 
happy Union which equally they Bath detir'd. 
At Izngth after a thouſand Oaths and Proteſta- 
rions to love each other trill death, - and Meaſures 
taken to prevent her appearing at the Sulraneſlc's 
real, the Kiſer admoniſh'd 'tm, that without ex- 
traordinary danger they could not ſtay any 
longer. 

The Vifſir delay'd as long as poſlibly he could 
the cruel moment of their Seperation, bur at 
length raking both Abra's hands, ar.d fixing his 
Lips upon 'em he took his leave of her and de- 
parted. The Kiſfter carry'd him back to his 
Lcdging, he quitred his Diſguiſe, embrac'd 
the Kiſler, and retir'd ro his own Home. 

Bur under what a ſtrange ſurprize was the 
aſtoniſh'd Lover, when opening the Billet which 
he found upon Abrs's Toyler, he found that it 
came from Prince Scliman ; that he was not only 
in love with Abra, but that he had fcen her, 
that he had wrought himſelf into ſuch a Con- 
fidence with her as to fend ker Letters, ard that 
which ſeem'd more Cruel to him was, that. Abra 
had told him no thing of it; ſo that her Silence a 
pear 
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pear'd ro him a Myſtery that created in him a 
moſt furious Jealouſy. 

He read the Letter over and over again, and 
tho' it plainly ſhew'd him that Abra had never 
Carreſponded with his Rival's Patſion, never- 
theleſs, in regard the Prince had an outward 
Merit which was taking, that it was certain he 
had ſeen: her, he attributed that which was only 
an effe of prudence to the wavering of a ſhaken 
Hearr. 

Is this, ſaid he, in a terrible Agony of mind, 
is this the fideliry which the Ingrateful has ſworn 
to me With ſo many Oaths ! 1t her heart be fo 
impenetrable ro the Paſſion of this Prince, why 
did ſhe not let me know it! Ar thoſe words, 
whatever the fury of jealouſy could ſuggeſt ra 
a miſtruſtful Love, and which believ'd it (elf to 
be offended crouded into his thoughts : And 
he was about to have ruin'd his Rival by re. 
vealing his attempt to the Sultan. But beſides 
that it was his Intereſt ro conceal Abra from 
him, he had a heart roo Great and Generous 
to do any thing that was baſe and treacherous, 
To Impart it to the Kiſſer, was to create a moſt 
terrible Confuſion in the Scrraglio, and in all 
the Ottoman Family; and ro dillemble his Re- 
ſentment with 4bra, was to favour the Proj-&ts 
and Contrivances of his Rivai; to make known 
his jealouſy ro her,wes:0 charge her with a piece 
of Infidelity of whici pe: haps the might not be 
guilty ; and to accuſe himfzlt of a Curiolty, no 
no lefs indifcreet then Incunttderate, Ar bit all 
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theſe Irrcſolutions ended in ſending to the 
Kiſler to let Saro; have the Liberiy ro wait upon 
him. 

Marama, who had a vigilant eye upon every 
thing that paſt in the Muſcovites Appartiment, 
knew that the Kiſter had been there, and nor 
doudting but it was to prepare her ro ſce the 
Sultan, the was alarum'd for the Princes ſake, 
and reſtleſs ro know the fate of her Billet ſhe 
went the next morning, to A4bra's Appartiment. 
Ar what time the ſecret which ſhe imparted 
ro her of the Kiſter's Viſit, confirm'd her the 
more in her firſt CorjeRures ; and for her better 
ſuisfkattion, ſhe cunningly dropr into a diſcourſe 
about Prince Seliman, bur finding that Abra re- 
rurn'd her no Anfwer, by which ſhe could ap- 
prehend thar the had ever ſeen his Letter, ſhe 
preſently began to think, that it might have lir 
unco the Kiſler's hands. 

The Dread of this, conſtrain'd her to open 
her mind to Abra, and frankly to ask her whi- 
ther the had ſeen what Seclimen had wrote to 
her. Abra, {urpriz'd, and falling into the ſame 
Dread, bluſh'd and fooker pale, both at the ſame 
time; and having atlur'd Marama that the never 
Yaw any thing, the Billet was {ought for up and 
down to no purpoſe, fo thar the Prince's Wittie 
Procarels being quite overcome with her feares 
and Grief could nor retrain from ſending forth 
a loud Cry, and looking upon Abre with 
an Eye of Conſternation, Ah, Madam faid ſhe, 
Prince So/imas 13 lacrific'd ro Mahomet's fury, the 
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Kiſler, of whom you ſay not a word to me, 
and who came that night to your Apparti- 
ment to prepare you for the Paſſion of his 
Maſter, has the Letter withour doubr, if 
you conceal your ſelf from my Syncerity, you 
are agreed with: the Sultan, and Soliman 
is ruin'd ; bur if the Kiſſer has gor the Letter, 
and you know nothing of ic, youare alſo ruin'd 
as well as the Prince. 

You do me wrong, ſaid Abra, I am not guil- 
ty of betraying the Prince, ſince you know thar 
my filence bury'd the dangerous attempt he 
made to ſee me. As for the Kſler's viſit, It hought 
my ſelf not bound to give any Body an ac- 
count of it; I have no Correſpondence with 
the Sultan ; and therefore if I am ruin'd, and 
the Prince-too, by the furprize of his Letter, he 
muſt impute ir to the imprudence of the Per- 
ſon that vertur'd ir. Burt let happen what will, 
you wiil do me a kindnels, to diſlwade the 
Prince to deſiſt the putting of me to any farther 
trouble to no purpoſe. 

Abra and Marama were under equal A giratinos 
of mind, bur the one and the other being per- 
{waded that the Letter had lit into the Kiſler's 
hands, they* expeted fome terrible difor- 
der about it. The reſt of their Diſcourſe was 
no way divertizing ; and the Pagion ſhe faw £br. 
in, beſides thoſe other Anxictics that were plainly 
perceptible in her Viſage, caus'd the other pre- 
{ently ro imagin, that tnce the Kifler Ag</i's Vihe 


-was not upon the Sultan's Accompr, he was 
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ſerting ſome other Important Engin of Love at 
Work, which render'd 4bra ſo inacceſlible to 
the Prince. 

She retir'd therefore, but with a Reſolution 
to watch all A4bra's Motions fo narrowly, that it 
ſhould be impoſſible for her not to diſcover the 
Correſpondence. Abra, on the other fide, hav- 
ing cCall'd $.rai ro her, gave her a full accompt 
of all her grievances; ſhe intorm'd her of Prince 
Soliman's Palfion which her prudence had con- 
ceal'd from her, and lay'd open to her her Dil- 
quiet for the loſs of the Biller. Bur ar the ſame time 
that theſe diſcourſes pur 'em into moſt dreadful 
Agonies, their terrors were vet more augmented 
by the Arrival of a Black Funuch, who brought 
Sarai an Order from the Kiſler, to attend him at 
his Appartiment. 

This was only to ſend her privately to the 
Viſir, who ſtay'd for her, and no ſooner ſaw 
her, bur caſting a look full of Fire and Indigna- 
tion upon her; Very well Sarai, ſaid he, you 
are then ina confederacy with Abra to betray 
mz?. Prince Soliman 1s in Love with her, he 
Viſits her, he writes ro her, and you from whom 
I expe&t an Account of all theſe things, you 
{ee me ar her Appartiment, and conceal this In- 
hdelity from me. 

Sarai an{wer'd the Viſir with all the prudence 
and Modeſty that ſuch a nice Juſtification re- 
Quicd: Bur when Sarai, going abouut to clear 
Abra, aſlur'd him, that ouc of her ſingular dif- 
Cretion,the never had made known to her the A'd- 
| drelles 
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dreſſes of Prince Soliman, till ſhe came to be 
diſturb'd for the loſs of the Billet. How! cruel 
Sarai, {aid the Viſir, what is that thou tell 'ſt me ? 
Did Abra conceal from thee the Prirce's love ? 
Had not that Love made ſome Impreſlion in her 
heart, would ſhe have ever conceal'd it from 
thee ? Abre does not yet perhaps correſpond 
with the Prince's Aﬀettion, fn who can afſure 
me ſhe will not yield at laſt, fince ſhe is fo wil- 
ling to carry it on at the beginning ; who ſhall 
aſlure me that her hearr does not already begin 
to Waver, ſince her Silence tells my jealouſy 
what ever I can prognoſticate of moſt Funeſt and 
fatal ro me? - 

Sarai left nothing omitted that lay in her pow- 
er to calm a mind that ſhe ſaw turmoyI'd with 
all thar the moſt reſtleſs Suſpitions, and the moſt 
piercing Pains have in 'em of tumulruous and ter « 
peſtuous. However *twas impoſlible, upon the 
hrſt fight, ro reduce him to a perfe&t Tran- 
quility. Nevertheleſs ſhe left him in a Conditi- 
on, fo as to wiſh that he might be abſolutely 
convinc'd of Abra's Innocence : He told her, 
'twas he himſclf who had lit upon the Letter, 
thar che Kiſker knew nothing of it ; and that he 
was {ſo generous, that tho' he were betray'd, he 
would not for the fatisfaftion of his Revenge, 
make a baſe and treacherous uſe of what his 
Curioliry, perhaps too Indiſcreer, had put into 
his hands. 
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Abra was under Mortal fears, when Sarai re- 
turn'd and came to give her an Accompt of what 
the Viſir had ſaid. Burt ſhe was almoſt at her 
wits end that he had lit upon S«iman's Letter. 
So that whatever danger would have befallen 
the Prince or Her, had the Kiſer found the 
Letter, ſhe would have been more conterred 
rather ro have periſh'd, then to have given her 
Lover any Ground for thoſe Suſpitions he had 
of her. : 

Her Grief and Vexation for this Accident 
caus'd ſuch a Commorion in her Vcins, as caſt 
her into a Violent fever; fo that ſhe took her 
Bed, nor would ſhe ſuffer Szrai ro ſtirr from 
the Bed (ide, ro the end ſhe might be fome Con- 
ſolation of her Vains, by ſharing with her in 
her Tears. 

In the mean time night was come ; and Ma- 
rama With a wonderful ExaCtnelſs had a watch- 
ful Eye upon every thing that pals'd in the Mu- 
covites Appartiment, and in regar'd ſhe durſt 
not confide in ary Body but hertelf, bur yer a- 
voyded all diſcovery, ſhe took the Habir of one 
of her Slaves, and fart upon a Bench not above 
Wo or three Paces from Abra's Door. 

The Lamps were nor as yet lighted in the 
Galleries of the Serraglio, and it began already 
ro be ſo dark, that there was no diſtipguiſhing 
colours, when ſhe faw an Eunuch, who topping 
abour ten paces from her, clapt with one of 
his hands upon the other. Marama, who made 
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did the ſame; and at the ſame time the Funnich 
coming up to her, Who's there, ſaid he, Sobema? 
Yes, faid Marama. Kere then, reply'd the Eu- 
nuch, carry this Letter to Sarai, and at the ſame 
time purting the Billet into her Hands, he 
vaniſh'd. On the other fide, Marama return'd 
to her Appartiment, and opening the Letter 
read the following lines. 


The Onely One to the Faithle/s One 


(| 
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Ovld I have thought it poſſible that I ſhould ever 
have given you this Name ! The mere I ſeek for 
Terms proper to Expreſs the Exceſs of my Grief, 

the fewer can 1 meet with; and the more I deſire to 
excuſe the Infidelity, the 'leſ; I find you Innocent. 
"Tis not the oY of my Rival that terrifies me, 
| "tis the little aſſurance I bave of your heart, ſince you 
| bave ſeen Prince Soliman, and that you have con- 
i ccal'd from me, Your Love, your Interview, and his 
; Lettcr, Tow will be offended perhaps at my preſump- 
tion, in taking it off your Toylet, but all things are law- 
- a Lrve ſo violent and jealous as mine. Would - 
to God you were as Innocent as Sarai would make me 
believe. She will give yee an Accompt of my diſcretion, 
and thence yeu may judge, that what ever wounds 
T; # give my heart, I ſhall newer ctaje to love gee. 


—a EX” 


Marama did not know the Viſir'shand; but dif- 
covering by the Letter, that Abra was, in Love, 
q and that ſhe was belov 'd, and that that ſame 
{ Lover had been igtroduc' d into her AR ” 
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by the Kiſter himſelf, ſhe righthy judg'd rhar fc 
muſt needs be a perſon of the Higheſt Qua- 
liry. 

She could not inform Prince Soliman that e- 
vening of an Adventure that ſo nearly concern'd 
him ; bur the next Morning ſhe fail'd not to be 
with him. But it was a double Aſtoniſhment 
to him to underſtand that he had a Rival, whoſe 
Credit extended fo far as to give him Admiili- 
on into the Serraglio ; and that ic was in the 
power of that Rival, having his Letter, ro in- 
cenſe the Sultan to his Ruin, 

A thouſand different thoughts preſented them- 
ſelves all at once to his mird ; but none bur 
onely ſuch as appear'd no lefs Terrible to 
threaten his Life then his Love. He knew nor the 
Viſir's hand, but Muftapha Cupreli, who arriv'd 
about two days before from Chio, of which 
Iſland, and of the reſt of the Archipelago, he was 
Baſha, being come to pay him a Viiir, He 
ſhew'd him lome lines of the Letter, and a«k'd 
him whether he knew the Hard. As well as 
my own, reply'd Cupreli, 'tisthe Vitir Scliman's: 
Nor can any Body know it better, becauſe he 
was Kiaia tO my brother Cuproli Ogleu, when he 
was Vilir ; and for that ar dfat time I had grear 
Correſpondencics with him. 

The Knowledge of his Rival's Quality re- 
doubled Prirce Sulimen's Vexation, and his Grief 
with all. Cuproli was Witty, Ambitious, Bold 
Intreaguing, Undaunted, a great Captain, and 
Soliman's latimate Friend. He had marry'd 
his 
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his Siſter to Siamwms Baſha, General of the Spahi's 3 
and in regard tht Cuproli had been the Son and 
Brother of rwo Vilirs, nothins could bear it out 
of his Head bur that that fume preferment was 
duero him; nor was there any one who was 
advanc'd to that Dignity, but he became his 
Mort.:l Encmy at the fame time, ard whole 
downtal he did not with in hcpcs of having his 
Turn. 

Theſe Ambitious thonghrs he never con- 
ccal d from Suliman, ard the Prince was fo fur 
from cond. mning 'em, tht ke thauter'd *em, ard 
alliit.d him under hand, in hopes that 1 Crp i 
ihould obtain the Chict Liiniiiey of the mpire, 
he might prove a favouriovic Support to his 
Aﬀai:s. 

Vich a mind thus difp2%'d and inflam'd with 
jealouſy againſt the Grand Vttr, he carry'd 
Czproli into his Clofcr, ard ſhutting himfelt up 
alone with him, Do you Jove mc fo weil Cyprols, 
ſaid He, as thar I may relyc upon your Fidelity ? 
There 15 nothing, anfwer d Crore, that 1 would 
not undertake, to allure yee that 1 am Iofs my 
own then 1 am yours. Tie Sulkan has made 
Choice of a Vikhr, reviy d the Prince, and Fa- 
vour only has cxalted Zijrc Soiimim tO a Dige 
nity which 1s your Due; he 1 the molt Intmaie 


of my Brother's Favoui its ; but he hates me, 
and my life is fot fate fo l539 as he Gorverns 


the Empire; we mult tid Out a way t9 ruin 
him in the good Opinion of the Sultan, and that 
the Dignity wherewith hc has hunout'd him, 

t may 
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may prove as fatal ro litm, as to thoſe that pre- 
ceded him. Unne you Friends, ard £jaons's, 
to the end they may concurr in a Delign, 
which will ſecure me from a Death which 0- 
therwilc 1 certainly forcice, and which will re- 
move the Obſtacle ro the Fortune you de- 
ſerve. 

What you ſay, reply'd Cupreli, is conforma- 
ble ro the Inclinations of my heart; but 'tis no 
ealy thing ro biirg this Enterprize to pals: 
nor is there any Way to fucceed 1a it, bur by 
Contrivances manag'd at a diſtance. So ſoon 
as I have founded Siaws, Ie give ye an Accompt 
whar Courſe is to be follow'd. 

S:liman thought it ſufhcient to incenſe Cupro- 
l; with the contderation of his fortune, and rhe 
concern he had for the Life of a Prince his 
fricnd ; and that there was no need of impar- 
ting to him' the ſecret of his Amour, which 
would have only fcrv'd ro have render'd his ex9- 
polals more ſuſpected, as proceeding more from 
 Intereit. 

Crprcl: conforr'd with Sizors, and they both 
concluded, that *twas not puliible directly to 
attecx the Viur by any open Aucmpts, 0 CXx- 
clude him from the Grand Scignior's Atcction 
tor he lov'd him roo wcll, and therefore that 
would be to ruin themſelves ; bur that it be- 
LM'd 'em fo w O:4r it, during the whole 
Cumpaigzn, as to trultrate ail his Def:gns, and to 
render all his Underitakxings fo fuccetsl-fs, thar 
it work him into Diſgrace. 
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That every thing ſeem'd to favour 'em in this 
Contrivance, ſceing the Vilir had propos'd Cu- 
proli to Command the Armies in Hungary ; tor 
which reaſon it was that Mabomer had ſent for 
bim from Chis ; and that for his part he could 
not be dilpens'd with, becauſe he Commanded 
all che Spabi's, which render'd him abſolute 
Arbitrator of the fnccefs of all ſuch Batrels as 
ſhould happen to be fought. 

Things being thus refolv'd between Sinus 
and Cuproli, and the time for entring imo the 
Ficld approaching, the Sultan haſten'd, and in- 
deed anticipated the De Parture of the V tr, and 
oblig'd him to be with i! ſpeed at Belgrade, 
that he might iflae forth all ! equilite Orders for 
drawing the Army rog-ther. 

In the mean time the Fever that ſciz'd bra 
prov'd to be of long continuance and danger- 
ous. The Viſir alſo, not having receiv'd ary 
Anſwer of the Letter which he had written, 
began more and more to ſuſpect the worſt : He 
Was therefore defirous ro be better fatisty'd by” 
Sarai, who inform'd him, that never any fuch 
Billet was brought to 4bra's Ante Up- 
on that the Eunuch was ſcent tor, who athrm'd 
that he gave it tO Sobema ;* bur Sobema denyingthe 
matter, it was judg'd that the Letter had been 
intercepted, and Sarai charg'd Marana with the 
Treachery. Bur becaute the Vifir would nct 
that the K':(ler ſhould be mnt 01 m 'd ot Soliman $ 
being in Love with Abraz, for fear it (hou!d 


Come to the Sultan s Ear oy thought it {uft:Ci- 
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ent to obtain that Favour from the Maſter of 
the Funuchs, that Marama ſhould be remov'd 
to an Appartment out of the way. 

The XKifler allo did him the kindncEs ro in- 

rroduce him a {ccord time into Abra's chamber 
diſguis'd in a #hvylician's habit, to the end he 
might obrain his fatist-E&tion from her felf ; 
which abfolutly dillipucd all his Jcaloutices, and 
which much more conduc d to the Kecovery 
of her Health, then it he had been a rcal 
Artiſt. 
*'Twas the next day afrer he had receiv'd this 
Satisfaction thar the Sulran Commanded him 
to depart "for Belgrade, ard to draw together 
the moſt powertul Army that (potholy he could 
to oppulc the Enemi2s Detigns and Keſoluti- 
ons, as Fame had given it out, to belicge 
Buda. 

'Tis well known that the Vitr did all he 
could ro perſwade the Sultan to go in Perſon 
into Hwgary, and take upon him the Command 
of the Army ; infomuch that *twas the wonder 
of the whole Port, that he ſhould deſire rhe 
preſence of a Perſun, who would but lefien and 
ecCliplc his Power. 15411 it Was the eflc&t of 
Jealouſy and h15 fear, lealt Mah, met, during his 
Ablence, ſhould happen ro caft his I yes upon 
flora, the Conſequences ot which might prove 
fatal ro is Love, Whereas the Sultan Carrying 
his Brothers along with him, it would have de- 
liver'd him trom that difquict which Prince 
Soliman's Patton caus'd within him. 


Bur 
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But Mahomet thought it nor convenient to ha- 
zard his Perſon, confidering the Ccndition of 
his Aﬀairs. So that the Vitr being oblig'd to 
a haſty departure, could not have the pleafure 
of bidding his dear Mnſcovite tarewel, and there- 
fore inſtead of taking his perſonal leave, he was 
forc'd tro content himſclt with writing the fol- 
lowing Lertcr to pay her that Homage. 


SOLIMAN Vitir fo hrs 
Tear TY B IR A. 


Haſty Or er ferces my Departure, and I am 
v Tung fo endeat KT TO render my ſelf As Wore 
thy of your Eſtcem, as I am per/waded of your Love. 
Hom tedious dues this (.a71p1'0n leem to me al; eady, 


and with what Un l/;; THC, (b uld I at, did I not 
know that you wor! LiyVe me l j, if I had lt 5 4 
Leve for Honour : If yet Keep your word, no Rival 
will ve the bet er for my 417; ence. Attord me the 
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The care for the ſafe delivery of this Letter, 
was the laſt which he took at Adrianople ; and | 
being thus departed in order perform his Duty, 
within a tew days afrer the Sultan remov'd ro | 
Conſtantinople, with his two Brothers, and all the \ 
| Train of his Serraglio. 
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FTTYHE Vizir march'd long marches directly 
| to Belgrade, and the tarther his tviarches 
remov'd him trom her, the more he felr 

his heart oppret;'d with the burthen of 

his ſighs. What cver Contidence he had in the 
Aſſurances that 46ra had giv'n him of an invio- 
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Jable Fidelity, Prince Seliz:an's Love gall'd him, 
and the great difhculty always to conceal that 
Beaury trom the Sultan's Eves made his Love 
tremble. 

On the other tide Prince So/iman, whole Pal- 
fhon was no Icfs violent then untortunarte, found 
himſclf o're whelm'd with an infinite number 
of threatning Difhculties : He faw that 4bra's 
heart was no w2yY touch'd with his Love, that 
it was prep>2li-ts'd with the Mcrits of a belov'd 
Rival ; that this Rival was in great Power, and 
the Favourite of a diſtruſtful Brother, and that 
the Kifker was deep in his Intreagzue, that Afara- 
927 Wes become luſpectecd, ard for that reaſon 
all acceſs ro the fair Meſcovite was furvid her ; 
that the Refyulurions of Siacrs and Cup-eli would 
perhaps become uſclefs ro him through the tc- 
dioul:.cfs of Execution. that 1Mahomet might tall 
in Love with 4bra, and in the midſt of thele Ke- 
flexi: ms het {aw n othir 4 bur g grounds of Fear and 
Diſpair. 

'Twas at thee beginning of Aſay that Mabo- 


met, with all his Court, arriv'd within 'ght of 


The weather was thu molt love- 
ard the Beſtargi Baſha had ra- 


Conſt ntineple. 


Iy in the world, 


ken Care to drefs up the pleatant Gardens of 


the Serraglio, and fer *©1 out With ll the Beau- 
ty and Politcnels that their Maſter could de- 
fire. , 

The Profpe&t of theſe Gardens is wondertul 
to thoſe that come to Crnſtantineple by Water ; 
more eſpecially that ſame admirable Terrafs, 
which 
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which Achmet caus'd to be rais'd for a Walk for 
the Sulranelles, and which {un pal $ all tke m 4- 
nificence that can be imagm d. enchantirg the 
Eyes with the fight of it. To devertile himfelf 
with ſo delicious a Proſpect, 1absmer havii 
Jain by the Sea fide about three Leagues from 
Conſtantineple, embark'd rogether with the Sul- 
rancts Zfjeki, in a light Sa1que, m: $24 it; —_ tl d- 
dorn'd, and ſtecr'd by the Beſtangi Baſha. The 
relt of the Women, and PÞc:lons Na ro 
the Courr, were diſtributed irto fmaller, but 
very neat Barges. And thus the floating ard 
magnikcent Court rovd rs the Ha- 
ven which is form'd - by a little Bay, made in 
the likencls of a Canal, at tne = of the Ser- 


ragho. 


They were juſt entring into it, when a ter- 
rible Tem pcit riting of : T7 ddarn Caus d to 
2a Diſorder among the Barges, ard m::de fuch a 
confuſon.that there was no longer anv QUrder ro 


be oblerv'd. The Sulmn's Fark DU! 11 fit. and 
{er him a ſhoar. while the refit contuleely croud- 
ing rozerher toll foul one UDO! rether, ard 
one of them which carryau the Wren had 
the misfortune 16 over-lfet r the Scamen 
they rook care for no Bodv bur themicives, lea- 
ving the Womer: to peitth wren Fii.ce Sz- 
man, Who wis in the nex © tO thut which 
1ad 11! Y q.n ft 0 CIC 4 rt CaAmian 
W3i.n large Þ1 wifes of Kewaid, io tuccour the 


poor Women mn cs. but to erliven cm Dy 
2X be M.A 
his Example, thicw NURc 1070 the VV ate and 
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Jable Fidelity, Prince Soliman's Love gall'd him, 
and the great difhculty always to conceal thar 
Beaury from the Sultan's Eyes made his Love 
tremble. 

On the other fide Prince Soliman, whoſe Pal- 
fhion was no lefs violent then-unfortunarte, found 
himſclf o're whelm'd with an infinite number 
of threatning Difficulties : He ſaw that 4bra's 
heart was no way rouch'd with his Love, that 
It was prepollets'd with the Merits of a belov'd 
Rival ; that this Rival was in great Power, and 
the Favourite of a diſtruſtful Brother, and that 
the Kiſler was deep in his Intreague, that Aara- 
ma Wes become 1uſpeCted, ard for that reaſon 
all acceſs ro the fair Maſcovite was furbid her ; 
that the Reſolutions of Siacus and Cuproli would 
perhaps become uſcleſs ro him through the te- 
diouſreſs of Execution. that Mahomert might tall 
in Love with 4bra, and in the midſt of thele Re- 
flexions he ſaw nothing bur grounds of Fear and 
Diſpair. 

"Twas ar the beginning of May that Mahbo- 
met, With all his Court, arriv'd within fight of 
Conſtantinople, The weather was the moſt love- 
ly in the world, and the Beſtangi Baſha had ta- 
ken Care to dreſs up the plealant Gardens of 
the Serraglio, and fet *'©m out with all the Beau- 
ty and Politcnels that their Maſter could de- 
fire. 

The Profpe& of theſe Gardens is wonderful 
ro thoſe that come to Cenſtantineple by Water ; 
more eſpecially that ſame admuable ye 
WIC 
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which Achmet caus'd to be rais'd for a Walk for 
the Sultanelles, and which ſurpalles all the mag- 
nificence that can be imagin'd, enchanting the 
Eyes with the fight of it. To devertiſe himſelf 
with ſo delicious a Proſpe&t, Mahbomet having 
lain- by the Sea fide abour three Leagues from 
Conſtantinople, embark'd rogether with the Sul- 
raneſls 4ſſeki, in a light Saique, magnificently a- 
dorn'd, and ſteer'd by the Beſtangi Baſha. The 
reſt of the Women, and Pcrſons belonging ro 
the Courr, were diſtributed into fmaller, but 
very neat Barges. And thus the floating ard 
magnificent Court row d toward the Ha- 
ven which is form'd by a little Bay, made in 
the likenc( of a Canal, at the foor of the Ser- 
raglho, 

They were juſt entring into it, w hen a ter- 
rible Tempeſt rifing of a ſuddai 1 Caus'd fo great 
a Diſorder 'among the Barges, and made ſuch a 
confuſhon,that rhere was no longer any Order ro 
be obſerv'd. TheiSultan's Barx put in faſt. and 
ſer him a ſhoar, while the relt contuſedly croud- 
ing together fell foul one upon arcther, and 
one of them which carry'd the Women had 
the misfortune to over-fer. As for the Seamen 
they rook care for no Body bur themliclves, lea- 
ving the Women ro peiith. when Prince Scli- 
man, Who was in the next Burk to that which 
me milcarried, not ovly encourag,'d the Seamen 

kh large prom! C5 of Rewaid, io fuccour the 
_ Women in diſtreſs, but to enliven 'em by 
his Example, threw himiclt into the Water and 
luckily 
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luckily took one by the Hair, as ſhe was juſt 
going to ſink, and recovering his own Bark, by 
the help of his (laves, got her our of the dan- 
gcr, 

The Diſorder which this unexpected Acci- 
dent had caus'd, the motion of the Waves, the 
darkneſs of the gloomy Weather, -would not 
permit the Prince to know art fir{t the Perſon to 
whom he had lent his Aſliſtarce. Bur how 
ſtrangely aſtoniſh'd, How over-joy'd ; when he 
und-critood, that but for him the fair 4br- had 
been ſwallow'd up by the merciles Wa 
She was fallen into a Swoond, and whatever 
they could do, ſhe did not- xecover her Sen- 
ſes till the Prince was landed, 'and had got her 
aſhoar. 

Then it was that ſhe open'd her Eyes, and 

calling to mind what had bcfallen her, her firſt 
Care was to ask for her dear Sarai : The Seamen 
had had the good luck to ſave her, and the 
greateſt part of the reſt ; but Sarai who thoughr 
bra lolt, was fall'n into fainting Fits, from 
which ſhe could nor recover: However there 
was a neccllity of carrying her to her Miſtreſs 
let her Condicion be what it would, in regard 
that nothing but her own Eycs could aſſure her 
of the Life of ſo dear a Confident. . It would 
have been Imprudence for Soliman to have 
croubl'd her with his Love, conlidering the con- 
dition ſhe was in, and theretore he thought it 
ſuficicnt nor to quit her till he had caus'd her, 
together with Sarah, to be carry'd into one ea 
the 
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the Boftangi's Lodgings, which was oppoſite to 
the neareſt Gate ; from whence the Kiſler Agafs, 
who was inform'd of the Accident, took care r0 
have her remov'd to the Appartiment which he 
had appointed for her. 

This Adventure, which one would have 
thought ſhould have been favourable ro Soliman 
begate him new Vexations, becauſe thar what 
ever Care the Kiſler rook to ſtifle the noiſe of 
it, the Boſtangi, to whoſe Lodging ſhe was firſt 
brought, inform'd the Beftangi Backs, and gave 
him a wonderful deſcription of the Muſcovite's 
- Beauty, whoſe Name the Sultan had hardly 
heard of, that that ſame grear Officer, who was 
deeply concern'd in his Malter's pleaſures, was 
not only contented to give him a Relation of 
che Accident, but aggravated with ſo much Vehe- 
mency Whar he had heard, thar the Sultan the 
ſame Eveniug demanded an Account of her from 
the Kiſfler Agaſt. | 

The Eunuch, who ſaw himſelf upon the brink 
of the fatal Moment which he had always dread- 
ed, and who kept himſelf prepar'd for all Acci- 
dents, an{wer'd the Sultan, without leflening or 
magnifying the Sultan's beauty, that ſhe kept 
her Bed, in ſo weak a Condition, and broughr 
ſo low, by the Terrvur of the Attright into 
which che danger ſhe had eſcap'd had caſt her, 
that he knew not whether ſhe would live orno; 
that nothing bur Reſt for ſome time could re- 
cover her, and that fo ſoon as ſhe ſhould be in 
a Condition to enjoy the Honour 0: appearing 

ciOIe 
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before his Highnefs. he would not fail to come 
and receive his Orders, and yeild him Obcdi- 
ence. The Sultan being ſatisfied with the K'ſler's 
Anſwer, cdmm inded him to take particular 
Care of her, add-d rwo thouſand Aﬀpers a day 
to her former Allowance, and Order'd his chicf 
Phylcian Sgdekias, a Jew, to vilit her, and give 
him an Acc&unt of her. 

The Kis/er Agaſi having warded off this firſt 
Blow had the leifure to fee Abra, as he did 
forthwith, under pretence to give her notice 
of the Sultan's Generoliry, but indeed to con- 
ſult rogerher what Methods were requiſite to 
mike her fclf appear to Sedekias more fick then 
ſhe was, and to drill out a Counterfeit Diſtemper, 
till they could think of ſome other Intreague 
to fend of the Blow : And in the mean time he 
wrote to the Vir, and gave him a full Account 
of the Accidert, with all ics Circumſtances. 

"Twas no hard matter to amuſe the Sultan 
for above a Month, and till he receiv'd the 
News. that the Siege of Buda was fully ref{lv'd 
up?N In a Council of War which the Empcror 
hcld at Neu# .1d!, and that Prince Charles, and the 
Heetor of Bavaria, were upon their march ar 
the heal of Fourlcure Thouſand Men, in order 
to fit down before rhe pluce: That the Gover- 
nour of the Town, who was a relolute Rene- 
gado, had alicody burnt Peft, that he might 
have nothing elite to do, but ro mir.d the De- 
fence of Euda, and that there was nothing want- 
ing for a Vizoruus rclittance, 

The 
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The Emperor's Attempt upon that Place, which 
had prov'd urifucceſsful rwo Years before, the 
new Fortifications of the Town, the r umerous 
Garriſon, the vaſt Stores of Ammunition and 
Provihon, and the Confiderce he had in the 
Valour of Viltr Soliman, who was able to 
draw together above a hundied Thuufard Men 
ro relieve it ; all theſe things were great Afſi- 
ſtances co ſer the Sulrar''s Hearr at reſt, and 
made him give himſelf up to his Pleaſures with 
as much ſecurity, as if he had been repoling in 
the Arms of a profound Peace. Therefore in 
regard he daily preſs'd the Kis/er to haſten the 
the pleaſure which he exp«E&ted from the Muf- 
covite, and it being impollible any longer tro 
fain a contiruation of the Sickneſs, the Euruch, 
who found he could no longer dclay the pre- 
ſenting her before the Sultan, thought it high 
time ro awaken the Jealouſy of the Sultaneſs 
Aſjeki, (o that ſhe being privately made acquain- 
ted with the Divertion that was preparing to in» 
terrupt her Pleaſures, all Engins might be fet at 
work to thwart the new Detires that now in- 
flam'd the luſiful Mahomer. 

In the mean time, Scliman, who flarter'd him- 
ſelf that fo conſiderable a picce of Service as he 
had done the Mul(cwite, delerv'd a tavourable 
Acknowledgment of his Luve, burn'd with im- 
patience \to give her a Vitt: But the familiati- 
ty which Marama had with her was broken off, 
and all that ſhe could learn by means of her 
Slaves was this, that a long Ague had atten- 


ded 


[78 ] 

ded the Accident thar befell her, and that ſhe 
kept her Bed very much, ſo thar there was no 
coming ar her, and all that the crafty Procu- 
reſs could agitate by her Artifices «was to Cor- 
rupt” 0ne of Abra's (laves, and engage her to 
ſlide a Lerrer into her Miltrefſes hands, yet fo 
as that ſhe ſhould not diſcover by what hand 
it came. This Marama make known to Soli- 
man, Wo unwilling to loſe the Opportunity, 
pur Pen ro Paper, and gave the Billet to his 
Confident. 


The Slave whom ſhe had won, and well in- 
ſtructed, diſcharged her Truſt wich ſo much 
dexterity, that Abra found the Billet in her Bo- 
ſom, not knowing who had been fo bold as 
co put it there, and not able to withſtand her 


Curioſity, ſhe open'd it, -and read the follow- 
ing Lines. 
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Prince Soliman to the Di- 
T1ne Abra. 


\ Lever whoſe - Happineſs it was to wreſt you 


from the Jaws of Death, labaurs under moſt 
mortal di/quiets, becauſe he can bear nothing a 
life mere precious to him then bis cwn. What fatal 
d, ſtiny /o orders it, Divine Abra, that yu are as itt» 
Viſible to my Eyes, as your heart is impenetrable to my 
L ve. How bappy is the Vilir, Madam, and bow 
do I ewoy the good Fortune of my Rival ! He enjoys 
you, rhevgh never ſo remote, while I am only near 
you, to feel ww! th ſo much the more grief the weight 
of eur mſenſibility.” Nevertheleſs, I adore yee, as little 
Compaſſion, as you bave pon the Pains which you 
cauſe me to ſuffer; and bow [tt ere  ſoever you are, 
you only ſhall poſſe TY a Heart which will ever be at your 
Devotion, white lives 


Prince Soliman. 


{bra ow'd her life ro the Prince, and nothing 
griev'd her more then that ſhe was beholding 
to him ; ſceing that her heart bcing abſolutely 
the Viſir's, ſhe Could not pay to his Kival all that 
acknowledgment which he expetted for ' fo 

great a picce a Service, Her acknow ledgment 
there- 
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therefore went no farther, then only to pitty 
him for throwing away his AﬀeCtion upon an 
objc thar could not admit it. But after ſke 
had read a {cond time that part of the Letter 
which gave her to uvderſtand that the Viltrs 
being in love with her, was not unknown to the 
Prince, ut ſtruck her wiih a more then extraor- 
dinary Grict ; 2nd not duubting bur it was the 
Icticr which had been wncicopted in the Gal- 
lery, the contideration of that infis'd intro 
her a D«rcſiation of ſuch a paltry Trick, and 
that Deteſlation of rhe. fact, ſoon turn'd to a 
hatred of he Perlon ; for that being perſwaded 
that fince the Vitr and he both knew them- 
ſclves 10 be Kivals, they could not bur hate 
each other, her heart never waver'd which ſide 
to tike. Sorhat Silimen's Billet was fo far from 
moving 4bra's heart, that it did but inſpire her 
with hatred, which tell then ſlice rever had for 
the Fi. ce, and that ſhe might not undergoe 
the lamc [+ eproachcs \\ hich the Vitl:r had made 
her upon her firit filence, the firſttime the wrote 
ſhe {acritic'd ro his view this Letter trom her 
Rival. 

This was the Poſture of Aﬀairs at Cer/antine- 
ple, while other intreagues were in Agitation 
at Belgrade, Sins and Crproli Bifha's, who were 
the molt fignaliz'd for their Valour ard Con- 
duct, had as | h-ve alr<tdy 1aid, devored them- 
{clves to ferve Prince Seliman 5s Fathon by the ru- 
in of che Vitir. Finding therefore that Buda was 
betciy'd, and that the Vilir had given out oo 
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ders for the drawing - together 4 nutnerous 
Army, with a detign to relieve the place, they 
reſoly'd by all maiiner of Arrtifices to prever the 
ſuccour of ir, and rather fo to order ir that the 
Vifir ſhould loſe a Battrel, then have the Hon- 
our of ſaving it; not queſtioning but a. loſs of 
that importance would be attended with the 
Downfall, ard perhaps the Death of thar Mini- 
ſter. Neverthelefs the Letter to conccal their cor- 
reſpordence, and not to endanger both their 
Heads, at one tim-,in the hazards which this con- 
ſpiracy might pruduce, they thought it conve- 
niei.c that Siaows, who had. a great Repuration 
among the Soldiers ſhould remain in the Army 
and it-2t Cuproli, who had accepred the command 
of the Dardancils, which 1s an —_—_ of 
car Truſt, ſhould keep his polt there, where 
ke he fo much the - more cfiectually make 
uſe of his power to dctain or divert the Succor 
and Subfiſtance of the Armies. On the other 
ſide, Prince Charles of Lorain, being defircus to 
take all the precautions imaginable that might 
Conduce roward the acces of his Entergyize, 
thought it convenient that Michae! Abafi, Prince 
of Tranſilvania, ſhould be conſtrain'd to declare 
himſelf for the Emperor, to the end the Turks 
might be depriv'c of the ſublifiances which they 
drew from him as th*ir Tributary; and to the 
end, that at the ſame time they might act in the 
Upper Hungary, and by keeping Tecekly in, play, 
prevent his joining the Ottoman Army, *: 
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The Viſir, who forſaw the eonſequetrice of 
theſe rwo deſigns, did rwo things in hopes to 
diſappoint 'em. In the firſt place he order'd 
Sultan Galga and the Baſha, with all ſpecd to u- 
nite their forces with Tek-l;'s, in order to make 
s powerful diverſion in the Upper Hungary, and 
ar the ſame time to defend the Pals of Trarſil- 
Vania. 

Siaous began the Execution of his Corſpi- 
racy with his thwarting the prudent contri- 
vances of the Viſir, and having at the fame time 
engag'd the Baſha of Walachia in his intreague, 
*rwas no hard matter for the Imperialifts to beat 
the Ortoman Troops that ſhew'd themſelves upon 
the frontiers of Tranſilvania. They made them- 
. ſelves maſters of Hermansbourg, forc'd A4b:fj to 
break with the Turks, and reinforc'd with his 
Troops, fell upon the Tartars, forſaken by the 
Baſha of Walachia, fo that by this firſt blow of 
Siaous's intreaguing Treachery, the Viſir found 
himſelf at the beginning of the Campaign, de- 
priv'd of that ſubliſtance he was wont to have 
out of Tranſilvania, and upon which he rely'd ; 
and ar the ſame time bereft of that Advantage 
Which heexpecred from his projected Diverſion 

in Hungary. 

' Prince Charles lay'd Sicge to Buda with Fort 
Thouſand Foor, and Twenty Thouſand Horſe, 
Sixty great Picces of Cannon,and forty Mortars ; 
and Abdi Baſha, the Renegado, lefr notl:ing omit- 
ted that a prudent, undaunted, and accompliſh'd 
Governour could do for the preſervation of a 
place 
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place that was furniſtr with a Garriſon of Ten 
Thonſand Men, and all things neceſffary for a 
long defence. 

On the other fide, the Trenches and Attacks 
were carry'd on With all the Yigour ard all the 
Art imaginable; the Sallies were frequent and 
rerrible, 2nd it Coſt the Germansa world of Blogd, 
before they gor to the body of the place. 

In the mean rime the Grand Vihtr gave our 
Orders every way for the rendevouzing an Ar- 
my ſufficient to raiſe the Si-ge, and mauger all 
the fecrer Obſtacles that he mer with, bur of 
which he knew not the reaſon, having mutic;'d 
together an Army which he thought {uthcient 
to decide the fortune of Buds by 4 Barrle, he 
croſs'd the Theyſe. But they tilt founde:'d hi 
purpoſes with ſo many new oppoſitions, tha 
he was no ſooner got over the Bridge of Eſſeck, 
roward the end of F#ly, but Buda, after a cloſe 
Siege of fix weeks, began ro be very much di- 
ſtreſt. 

Nevertheleſs he ſurmounted all theſe difhcul- 
ties, and about the beginring of zvorſt ad- 
yvanc'd within five Leagues of the Lines, and 
encamp'd-upon the riting Grounds adjvoir.ing to 
the Danaw. Now In regard that Abdi Boſha had 
ent intelligence, that his trequent Sallies had ex- 
treamly weaken'd his Garrifon, and promis'd 
him to hold our all the reit of the Campaign, 
provided he might be reinforc'd with freſh ſup- 
plies of Men, the Viſir commanded the Seraskicy 
to force his way, and put in a Relicf Bf two 
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To this purpoſe the Serarkier ſet forward with 
fix Thouſand Foot and three Thouſand Spabi's, 
which made up a body to defend the rwo Thou- 
ſand Faniſaries, Thetr intention was to force 
the Imperialif”s Quarter, while 445; made a Sal- 
ly upon the Bavarian, and by chat mens to 
throw in rwo Thoufand men into the Town. 
Bur S:acus having found a Way, _Þy means Of a 
Deſerter,to inform Prince Charles of al! theſe de- 
ligns, he fenr forth a numc:ous Body 10 meet 
the Enemy without the Lines. The Combat 
was {mare and cruel; the numper of ihe ſhin 
on both fides was very great; the Turks no 
ſooner broken, but rally'd again, and pcrhaps 
they would have forc'd their pallage, if the Spa- 
£© whoſe Officers obſerv'd t rivate mOti- 

ns of Siaous, had not forlak he Tani/a- 
ries ; 10 that the Infantry being * cAtoneand at- 
racqn'd on every fide, could ..9 longer defend 
themſclyes againſt freſh Troops thar pour'd in 
upon 'em, and the Vilir not being able to come 
to a general Deciſion, _ the Mountains 
where his Encmiecs lay entrenched, the Seraskier 
was routed, his Infantry broken, almoſt all the 
Fani(aries (|ain, not one being able 7o get into 
the plLice. 

The Vilir enrag'd art this Repulſe, and defi- 
,rous to put all to the venture in order to force 
the Enemies lines, call'd a Council of War ; 
where Size, who cunningly carry'd on his In- 
rreague, feign'd ui firit ro applaud the Viſir's 
Relulmion, and chrew upon the Seraskier - 
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the blame of the ſucceſs; but then his own 
Creatures which he had ready prepar'd ſtarting 
contrary Sentiments, ſupported by reaſons that 
appear'd extreamly plauſible, he rurn'd o' their 
fide, ard drew the reſt of the Officers aficr him, 
Nevertheleſs, in deſpite of their Advice, the 
Viſir would follow his own judgment, and got 
every thing in a readineſs ro fall upon the Ene- 
my next Morning. But then Siaous rais'd a ki: d 
of Sedition amr the Spabi's. fo that the Vitir 
fearing to be ſer upon himſelf in the hear of the 
Tumulr, pull'd down his Tents and remov'd 
three Leagues farther. 

* He thought by this means ro have calm'd 
their Fury, and propoſing the ſame thing a f 
cond time, he ſaw 'rwas 1mpollible to overcoal 
the reliſtance of the Beſha's. So thar all he could 
do, in the height of his Vexation was, to pull 
thirry Thouſand Ducats our of a little Cheſt, 
and tell *'em ro rwo Thouſand Faniſaries, who 
for the ſake of that ſfumm, promis'd to loſe 
their lives every man, or to get into the Town. 

They march'd in the Night time, fecor.ded 
by a part of th: Army, and fell upon the 

aarter of the Brardenonrghs and Croates with fo 
much fury, chat they made all give ground be- 
fore 'em, and had not the vigilance of Prince 
Charles pat a ſtop to it, the Succour had infal- 
libly cut their way through ; bus he having 
drawn up his whole Army in Batrallia, after a 
bloody ſlaughter, the 7:44 were repuk'd, by 
reaſon that eight thoutand Spabi's refus'd to 
G 3 obey 
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obey the Viſir's Orders; fo that of rwo Tha- 
ſand there were not above four Hundred Fani- . 
{aries that could force their way over the bodies 
of the ſlain into the Town, the reſt being all 
devour'd by the Sword. 

Bur this Diſobedience of the £pahi's remain'd 

not unpuniſh'd ; for the Viſir having caus'd ſome 
of the moſt Mutinous ro be emplal'd, he call'd 
another Council, and rold 'em, that he did nor 
Call *'em to deliberate, but ro ſhew 'em the Sul- 
ran's Order, which was, rather ro venture all 
then loſe Buda ; and that a Moer having ſwam 
the River had brought Him Letters from Abdi to 
l«t him know that he could hold out but a ve- 
ry few days longer. 
& Having diſmiſs'd this Council, he caus'd his 
Army to march, and reapproach'd the Lines, 
and having drawn up his Army in Battallia, rea- 
dy to fall on, he detach'd a thouſand Spabi's, 
two thouſand Faniſaries, and two thouſand Tar- 
tars to begin a falſe atraque on the Imperialiſts 
fide, while he fell upon the Bawarians Quarter 
with the body of the Army. 

Prince Charles, being well inform'd of the Vi- 
fir's defign, difplay'd his Courage, his Wiſdom 
and Experience to a Miracle. The falſe atrack 
was ſo violent, and the medley fo hot, that the 
Prince had his Camp Adjutant lain cloſe by 
him ; the beſieged allo made a vigorcus Sally. 
Bur Prince Charles had order'd every thing with 
ſo much prudence and fore-ſight, that the Twrks 
were repuls'd with great loſs, at the ſame _ 
nat 
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that they who began the falſe attack were beaten 
and diſperſs'd. So that the Viſir, who at that 
very moment was about to have fallen upon the 
Bavarians, found fuch a Pannick fear among 
his men, becauſe they ſaw the Count of Schaf- 
femberg's Volant Camp paſs the Danow Bridge, 
that *was impoſlible for him to command the 
Obcdience of the Soldiers; inſfomuch that he 
was conſtrain'd to retire without making any far- 
ther attempt. 

This laſt Blow put him into a Fury, and there- 
fore diſcovering that the two Baſhas who-com- 
manded the talle attack, had not done their du« 
ty, he commanded their Heads to be ſtruck off, 
ard to repair his loſſes, he ſent ro an Aga, who 
commanded fix thoufand Jani/aries at Eſſeck, t 
joyn him with all ſpeed; and to other Baſbo'S 
he ſent Orders to ſpare him what men they 
could. 

Burt while he was preparing for new Efforts, 
Prince Charles, perceiving the Breaches open and 
level enough for a general Aflault, he ftorm'd 
the Town in three | places; the Renegat 
Abdi was kill'd upon the Breach, and the place 
carry'd, and nothing eſcap'd the Sword of the 
victorious Soldiers, bur what the geacrolity of 
the Princes could fave from their Fury. i 

The Viſir, at his Wits end for the loſs of fo 
imporrant a place, retir'd- under the Guns of 
Ejjeck, and there without patling the Dreve, 
entrench'd himſelf. Prince Charles follow'd him, 
bur could not force him to a Battel, which 
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wonld have been a vain thing againſt a viforl- 
ous Army. Therefore he kept himſelf cloſe in 
his Entrenchments, where he had the misfor- 
rune to receive the News ot the loſs of Segeden, 
and ſome other places of leſs confequerce ; but 
at length repafling the Dyave in his þ<curn to 
Belgrade, the Imperialiſfs burnt the 41 idge of 
Efeck, and ſo ended the moſt glorious of all 
Prince Charls's Campaigns. 
In the mean time the fad tidings of the loſs 
of Buda, and _ FROM; were Carry'd to Con- 
antinople ; which wrought upon the People the 
+a wigs that Prince = ouch, pin and Cuprol 
delir'd. Bur the Viſir was too well fix'd in the 
Sultan's favour, not rofind him graciouſly inclin'd 
, to hear his juſtifications ; which was the only 
Conſolation ictt him in the heap of his Afﬀicti- 
ons; fur that while he lay at Belgrade, he un- 
derſtood by Letrers from the Kiſer, that the Sul- 
tan had ſeen Abra, and that he was deſperately 
in love with her; nevertheleſs, that the fair 
Abuſcovite was re{.'Iv'd to be conſtant to him, 
though Mabomer had order'd her to be remov'd 
into the Serraglio of Calcedon, call'd the Serraglio 
of Looking Glaſſes; however in regard the Sul- 
pan did not proſecute his Amours like a Twk, 
dut as a Courcly and generous Prince, he did 
not believe thar Aahomer would ſcek to enjoy 
her againſt her will, but that he would make 
uſe of his Courtſhip to win her Aﬀe&Rion. 
Let us therefore feave the Viſir a while at Bel- 
grade, ſerjing Aﬀaits in the beſt method he "_ 
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and making all the haſt his buſineſs would per- 
mit to return and give the Sulcan an Account of 
a Campaiga, the ill ſucceſs of which he was 
ſure could nor be imputed to his ill Condud ; 
and let us ſee how things were carry'd at Conſftan- 
timeple berween Abra, Mahomet and Soliman, 

The Sulran, who before he had ſeenthe young 
Muſcovite, but barely upon the relation of the Bo- 
ftangi Bechi, had plac'd her by an augmentation 
of her Penſion in the Pank of his Favourites, 
preſs'd the Kiſſer to ſatisfy his amorous Impari- 
ence; fo that the Eunuch after long delays, which 
tended only to give motion to the ſealoufy of 
the Sulraneſs 4/eki, could no longer defer fulfil- 
ling the Duty of his Employment , and therefore 
he told the Sultan that Abre being in perfeR 
health was now in a Condition to appear, and 
that the next morning ſhe would be walking up- 
on the Sulraneſles Terrals. 

The Eunuch however was fo crafty, thar he 
would not permit any more then eight or ten 
ro walk along with her, who being every one 
of 'em exquiſite Beauties, he was in hopes that 
ſuch a dazle might puzle the Sultan's heart, ard 
cauſe an amorous diverſion. He alfo oblig'd 
'em to add to their natural Charws whatever 
Artifice could procure, while 4bra, who had no 
deſigns of conquelit, appear'd with all the care- 
-_ that mogeſty and decency would permir 
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However he could nor ſo order ir, but that the 
Sultan found her much more affable then all 
the reſt, who would have been much more wilt 
ling ro have anſwer'd his deſires. After a turn 
upon the Terrafs, which was only ſpent in gere- 
ral converſe, and in expreiling his ſurprize at the 
ſight of ſo much Beauty, and his Aſtoniſhment 
that he had not ſcen nor taken notice of her at 
her firſt Entrance into the Serraglio ; they walk'd 
down into the Garden of Fountains, where a 
noble Collatiun was prepar'd in a Grato, adorn'd 
with Coral and Mother of Pearl, and wherein 
che Water ſported after a thouſand dclightful 
manners. Alter this Entertainment, Mabome:,who 
had not till then apply'd himſelf particularly to 
the Muſcovite, took her from the reſt of the Wo- 
men, who retyr'd, and leading her into a green 
Arbour, he declar'd ro her thoſe Motions, to 
which he ane Pa ſhe would not have teſtify'd 
the leaſt coynels. 

Bur he was ſtrangely (urpriz'd to find in her 
that coldneſs and indititerency, which he leaſt ex- 

Cted ; however he imputed it to that awe which 
the Majeſty of a Sultan might imprint in her up- 
on the firſt hight ; and therefore being endu'd 
with a Noble and Courtly mind, he Chas to 


reſs her, in hopes that the pleaſures he ſhould 
xeceive from the hands of Love, would be inf- 
nitely more {wcet then thoſe for which he was 
beholding to his Power and Authority. 
The next mornirg at the time that Abrs roſe, 
the Killer attended by fix Eunuchs enter'd her 


. Chamber, 
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Chamber, and kneeling with one knee kifs'd a 
gold Box enrich'd with Diamonds, which he 
held berween both his hands, and wichout ſpea- 
king a Word fet it upon her Toyler, and at the 
ſame time the fix Eunuchs, who had every one 
a Basket of Gold Filagreene, with a Preſent in 
each, ſer down the fix Baskets by A4brs, and af- 
ter a profound Bow retyr'd, leaving the Kiſler 
alone with her. Abrs, who underitood well e- 
nough the meaning of all this Serraglio-Mumme- 
rie, could not forbear weeping, and caſting a 
ſorrowful Eye uyon the Kiſler : Muſt it then _ 
dear Agafs, laid ſhe, muſt ir then be, that this E- 
vening my heart and the Viſn's muſt receive their 
deaths wound from your hand. 

I betray not, ſaid the Kiſler, neither your 
Love, nor the ſincere friendſhip I have for the 
Vizir, I only diſcharge the indiſpenſable Duty 
of my Employment, wherein it 1 ſhould fail, I 
ſhould diſable my ſclf from ſerving yee. 

" Ah, what ſervice can you do me, cruel Agafi, 
reply'd Abre, when you have once deliver'd me 
over to the Sultan. As a llave, reply'd the Kisler, 
I owe my Obedience to . the Sultan, and as a 
Friend my Service to the Viſir, and 1 fulthl both 
theſe Duties, by telling you in favour of his 
Highneſs, that if Ambition could tempt yee, and 
that you could bur conform to the Sulan's 
Love, there would be nothing wanting to the 
Grandeurs which he bas deſign'd you. Bur if 
your Love be ſtill more prevalent on your heart 
then theſe ambitious ProſpeRs, I mult cell you 
allo 
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alſo in his behalf, that you have no more 
todo bur to perſiſt in your Coldneſs for Mabomer : 
I know him: he loves to be beholding to his 
Merit and his Pallion, and nor to his Power, 
nor does his Preſumprion ever call violence to the 
ſuccour of his laſt, he will rye allways of per- 
ſwaſion to gain your affe&ion, bur he will never 
proceed co conſtraint ; a according to theſe In- 
ſuEtions, and truſt the beſt Friend the Viſir has. 

Ah, dear Agaſs, reply'd Abra, you reſtore me 
to Life, and never doubt but I will rather loſe” 
it a Thoufand rimes then prove untaithful ro 
your Friend, I muſt alfo acinywledge ro you, 
that fince I have heard what you have Pd ro me, 
"tis ſomething of a Pleaſure ro me to ſee my 
ſelf belav'd by the Sultan, becauſe ir afford's me 
a pleaſing Opportunity to ſacrifice to the Viſir all 
Mahbomer's Grandeur. May nothing Extinguiſh 
{o noble a flame,reply'd the Killer; but it will be 
necellary, M:dam, added he, that you read the 
Sulran's Leer, and thati carry him your An- 
ſwer. *Tis in that Box. Abra open'd the Box; 
and found a Letter Witten in Purple CharaRers 
upon White 'Taifat:, Embroider'd with Gold, 
- and fold-i up in a Handkercher of moſt Deli- 
cate Workinahſhi,, where after ſhe had open'd 
ir, ſhe read the following Expreilions. 


Sultan 
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Sultan Mahomet To the Sultaneſs Abra 
Mule. May the 4 ar cover yee 


with all manuer of Pro pertties, 


M Y Pen gives you this Auguſt Title, before I have 
obtain'd that yeu ſhould receive it from the 

Hands of Love, That Love which I bave 
conceiyd for you is equal to yeur Beauty, and it is 
ſuffcient to tell yee. that ſnce there never was a Beauty 
tz ſo accompliſh'd, my Love ſhall ſolely ack to 
merit yours ; your Coldneſs tells me that you know the 
Extent of your Charms, and that they are of @ bigh 
Value, when My make a Sultan figh ; but my 8c- 
knowledgment ſhall no leſs Eſteem the Sighs which 


you ſhall ſpare to 
Mahomet Sultan. 


Would to Heaven, ſaid Abra, that Mahomet 
would be as good as his word, and that he would 
keep within the Bounds which he preſcribes 
himſelf, But, added ſhe, caſting a wiſhful louk 
upon the Kiſter, is there no way to be diſpenc'd 
with froth writting to him ? That would be the 
way, reply'd the Kifler to ruin all: Nor dare I 
look the Sultan in the Face unleſs I carry him 
your Anſwer. Thereupon Abre ſer Pen to Paper 
and wrote the following Billet to Mahomet. 


Abre 
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Abra Mule tm Sa/tan Mahomet. 


AE ſo many Slaves who aſpire to nothing 
£ & more then the favours which. your Highneſs it 

fat profuſely to beftow upon me, why Sir, do 
you deſign 'em for a Heart that is not capable to make 
a ſuitable Return ? I ſee the Charatter of a Vertue (6 
magnanimous dazling!; ſhinning in the Letter where- 
with you have bonour'd me, that I pitty your Love 
for the Unfortunate Choice it has made. Spare me 
Sir, the ſorrow for veins ungrateful, and be contented 
with the mr{t profeund Eftcem that Womankind con 
have for a n:} Generous Monarch, and ſuffer to be 
at quiet the Heart of the Inſenſible 


Abra Male. 


The Sultan, who valu'd himſelf for being an 
Artiſt in the Curioſiries of Courtſhip, found 
ſmething in this Billet wherewith toflatter him- 
ſelf, that this ſame firſt ReluQtancy was onely an 
artificial Slighr ro enflame his Pailion ſo much 
the more. And therefore he undertook to van- 
quiſh ir by regular Attacks; and his ,frit care 
was to conceal from the Sultaneſfs, the Methods 
which his Love ſhould oblige him to take, 

On the other ſide Prince Soliman, having re- 
ceiv'd no anſwer to his Biller, ſought all the 
ways imaginable ro fee Abra. She was ac- 
cuſtom'd ro walk in a private Garden, which 


conſiſted onely of a Bowling green, and a _ 
rin 
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rinth of Paliſado's. Soliman therefore had ſcrew'd 
himſelf into the Friendſhip of one of the Brftangi's 
that were wont to work ihere ; ard by him it 
was, that he was inform'd of her trequent walk- 
ing there. 

The Þrirce under pretence of a bare Curiofi- 
ty, made ſo many Prefents and Promiſes to this 
old- Beftangi, that he conſented to furniſh him 
with a Habic of his Companions,and to let him'in- 
to the Garden after the Hour of third Prayers, 
provided he hid himfelf in a nick or hollow 
Seat which he firred for him, in the body of 
one of the Paliſado's of the Labyrinth ; affurin 
him thar that was the part of the Garden whic 
Abra moſt uſually frequented. 

This contrivance was pur in execution to S9- 
liman's wiſh : Abra fail'd not to come, and af- 
ter ſhe had raken a Turn in the Bowling-Green, 
ſhe enter'd into the center of che Labyrinth, 
where ſhe fate down, rogether with her Confi- 
denr, upon a Bank of Turf, which adjoyn'd to 
the Receptacle of che Fountain. 

She had receiv'd the Evening before a very 
render Letter from the Sultan, and fearing leaſt 
at length he ſhould come to exert his Love like 
a Tyranrc, ſhe choſe this time to condole her 
Misforrunes in Sarai's Company, and to impart 
her Sorrows to her for the ill ſucceſs of che Viſir. 

No ſooner were they fare down, bur Abrs, 
continuing the Diſcourſe which they had had 
before, Be you judge, dear Sarai, ſaid ſhe, whe- 
ther it be poſſible for a Woman to be expos'd 
oO 
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to greater Misfortunes. *Tis not anovgh that 
Heaven has deſtm'd me to Love the Viſir to chat 
degree that nothing can be more belov'd ; that 
this Love was not infſpir'd into me till 1 was 
facrific'd co diſmal Slavery ; that the Vifir, not- 
withſtanding his Valour and Condut has mil- 
carry'd in all hisEnterpr*;-*s; that his Misfortunes 
expoſe him to the Murmurs of the People, and 
perhaps ro the Sultan's frowns ; bur that till ro 
the heap of my Misfortunes and my Sorrows 
for his ill ſucceſs, 1 muſt be yet more 2Micted 
with the troubleſome Paſſion of Prince Soliman ; 
and then to the accompliſhment of my Afﬀtiti- 
ons, the Sultan has fecn me, and is in Love with 
me. ; 

What was then Prince Selimen's aſtoniſhment 
and grief may readily be corjeRtui'd. He found 
his Love diſarm'd, the Viſir belov'd, and as a 
ſurpluſage of Afliftions he percciv'd he had a 
new and-more dangerous Kival, the Sultan him- 
ſelf. While his heart lay d:zown'd iv theſe deep 
inundations of Diſpair ard Grief , S224 purſu- 
ing the Diſcourſe, Reaven uſually reſcrves, ſaid 
ſhe, her greateſt - Misfortunes for the greateſt 
Souls. But what reaſon have you to make ſuch 
loud Complaints ? You love, and are belov'd ; 
may not the Viſir's Courage recover his Misfor- 
tures ; the Sultan loves him, and excuſcs him 
already : And what need Prince Solimen diſturb 
yee, conſidering how little you eſteem his love, 
and his want of power to moleſt yee : As for 
the Sultan, you know he ſcorns to make = 

[< 
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Altecapes ypon your hearr, but by ways of Love. 
And therefore never abandon your ſelf ro the 
agirations of a Deſpair, thaf proceeds rather from 
Imagination then any real Grounds, 

Ah! dzar Sarai, my Pallion is mounted to 
that degree, that if the Viſir cannot find a means 
to releaſe me from this ſlavery, or that the Sul- 
tan's Luſt cranfports him to the leaſt violence, 4 
Dagger ſhall puniſh my heart for all the Vex- 
ations it has pyr me to. AliG! Into what ſeas 
of Grief will ir not plunze the Vifir 2 What Jea- 
loufies and Fears will overwhelm him, when he 
underſtands that Mabomret is his Rival, he that was 
{o vehemently jealous of PrinceS/iman? Neverthe- 
lefs, faid Sarai, I never perceiv'd that you had the 
leaſt ſpuk of love for thac Prince. Who I, reply'd 
Abra, T knew the worth of Prince Scliman, I 
could not blame his 'ailion for me ; I admir'd 
the exceſs of ir, that causd him to expoſe his 
head, that he might diſcover it to me ; betlides 
thar I am fo unfortunate to owe my Lite to his 
preſervation ; all this might prevail ſom-rhing 
o re aheart that was not prepotlcſs'd. But mine 15 
not my own, nothing can deprive his kival of 
it; and ſeeing then they muſt hate cach other, 
ſeeing they know themſclves to be Rivals jadge 
thou how hateful thar Prir.ce muſt be ro we, ard 
how carcful 1 ought to be to avoid his company. 

How -extraordinary focver Sol:men > ir. uble 
might be, this Confetition however left tim lome 
room toflatter his hopes, and imaginiry; that te 
Opportunity might be favour:ble to tne _ 
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Effort, he was abour to ſhew himſelf from the 
Paliſado , when a great roiſe gave him to 
underſtand that the Sultan was approaching. The 
Sultan rook a turn-or two, me being intorm'd 
that Abra was in the Labyrinth, thicther he went : 
She roſe up, but Mahomet engag'd her to reſeat 
herſclf upon a Bank of Turts, fo near to Soli- 
man, that he mizhr be almoit heard ro breath. 
Mahomet (ate down by her, and they had a long 
and courtly Conference together, which termi- 
nated on the Sulran's part only in amorous 
Importunirics, and in reſpe&ful and modeſt de- 
nials on Abra's fide. At length the Sultan roſe up, 
gave his hand to the fair Muſccvite, and having 
led her to the Garden door, he went off through 
another with the Boſtangi Baſha, to communicate 
ſome Intelligence to him which he had receiv'd. 
It may be cafily imagin'd in what condition 
Prince Soliman was, and what various Agitations 
trurmoyl['d his heart. How ! ſaid he, have I rwo 
Rivals at one time 2 One of which is belov'd, 
and the other has all tne freedom imaginable 
to declare his Paton, ard is able ro make him- 
ſclf happy when ever he pleaſes to make uſe of 
his Power, while ſhe is infenfible of my flames, 
and it is my Misfortune that 1 cannot mect with 
an Opportunity to make known my noble hres. 


No—'"tis impothble for me to continue un- *' 


der fuch a fulrry Violence, nor to ſuffer the fe- 
licity of rwo Rivals both at one time. 

He w#5 then labouring under the Tumults of 
his thoughts, and lefr tis ſtation pollefs'd with 
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as much fury as Love : but in regard the Boſftars 
gi, who had plac'd him in his convenience was 
without, he was oblig'd ro ſtay till the dusk of 
the Evening began to confound the light, and 
render the ObjeRts of ir leſs difcernable, and then 
he made a ſhitr to eſcape ; but he could nor do 
it ſo dextrouſly, bur one of the Boftangi Baſha's 
Eunuchs perceiv'd that 4 Man had hid himſelf 
in the Lybyrinth while the Sulran was there, 
of which the Sulcan was inform'd ; and though 
it could not be diſcover'd who the Perſon was 
who had ventur'd to that degree, yet in regard 
that Love is always ingenious to afRiEt ir ſclf, ic 
ſoon came into Mubemet's head, that 4vra's cold- 
neſs to him mult needs be the ett. & of ſome my- 
ſterious Love ; that hls aCiduity ro get into the 
Labyrinth was the Efte&t of that Love, that it 
mult be ſome unknown Lover that had been fo 
daring, and never ſuſpeRing the Prince his Bro- 
ther, he refolv'd to preveur the Conlequences 
of ſuch an Intreague, and ro that purpoſe or- 
der'd the Killer the ſame day ro carry 4bra over 
the ſtreight of Calcedon, and ſfliur her up i the 
Serraglio of Looking-glatles, 

The Eunuch could not avoy'd the putting this 
Order in Execution, tho' it gricv'd him to the Soul, 
and broke all the meaſures he had raken to ferv= 
the Viſir: for that being oblig'd toremain in th 
Grand Serraglio near Mahomer's Perton, the Scr- 
raglio of Looking-Glatics was govern'd by the 
Kiſler Kiaſi, who is a kind of Deputy to the 
Kiſler Agaſi ; and becauſe not being able ro go 
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thicher, but when he was order'd by the Sultan 
to artend him, Abra was now deftiture of the 
Conſolation and Advice which he was wont to 
give her. So that all the good he could do her 
was only to place ſuch Slaves abour her 'as ſhe 
defir'd, and Eunuchs for whoſe fideliry he could 
be anſwerable. 

In the mean time Conſtantinople was all in an 
Uproar, by reaſon of the continual bad Ty- 
dings that follow'd one another of the Mis- 
fortunes of the Campaign ; and Siarns's and Cu- 
proli's Friends ſpread abroad Reports ſodiſadvan- 
tageous to the Viſir's Condu&t, that he was be- 
come the Obyett of the Peoples Averſion and Scorn. 

Bur when the Prince underſtood by Marama, 
thar the Sulcan had remov'd Abra, and put her 
into the Serraglio of - Ca/cedon, and had caus'd 
her to take upon her the name of Sulraneſs, 
his jealouſy made him believe that ſhe had Str- 
render'd to the Love of this new Rival, and his 
deſpair not being able ro imagin any other way 
to enjoy her, but by making himſelf Maſter of 
his Brother's Throne, from thar very Moment he 
rook a Reſolution to pull down his Brother, and 
torake the R—_ of the ConjunRare to dif 
poſe the exaſperated minds of the People to Revolt. 

His Myſterious applying himſelf to the ſtudy 
of the Alcoran, had made him take particular 
care always to infinuate himſelf inro the 
Friendſhip of the Muft:'s, who are the Soveraign 
Pomtiffs of the Law, and to be in a Cominual 
familiarity with the Imans, who arc the Preach- 
Crs 
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ers that hold forth in the Moſquees, and with all 
the Mabometan Clergy ; by which means he had 
ain'd their Hearts by the affefted ſhews of a 
uperſtitious Devotion, and by the Liberality of 
his Alms of which he made them the Truſtees ; 
fo that 'rwas no hard thing for him to incenſe 
tkaſe ſenſeleſs Ecclefiaſtics, and pur - 'emm upon 
rayling publickly againſt the Authors of all the 
Diſorders in the Empire, under pretence of 
Preaching Repentance ro the People. 

From the Abute of this falſe Zeal, it was that 
the firſt Inclinations go Revolt, flidd themfclves 
into Male-contented Breaſts. Bur Miſchief was 
yet a great way and therefore before they 
could tall upon the Perſon of the Sultan, there 
was a neceſliry of ruinivg the Viſir, who was 
his Zealous Favourite,and who pollcſs'd the hearts 
of the Principal Oflicers of the Empire. 

The Prince was therefore perſwaded that the 
loſs of Buda, that the. victorious. Progreſles of 
the Chriſtians, ev'n to the Bridge of E/ſeck, and 
that the Murmurs of the People againſt his Chief 
Miniſter, would weanthe Sultan's AﬀeFtion from 
him. Bur he was ſurpriz'd when he ſaw the 
Viſlir arriv'd at Conſtantinople, with a Writting 
ſign'd by all the Principal Officers of the Army, * 
and Siaows himſelf, who was forc'd ro ſwim 
with the ſtream, for fear of Diſcovering his In- 
tentions, and that this Writing was an Encomiuns 
of the Viſir's Conduct, prudence and Courage, 
and which juſtify'd him in every particular that 
could bz Objectcd againſt him. 
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The Sultan, who had always had a kindneſs 
for him, was overjoy'd that his Souldiers gave 
his Favourite fo advantageous a Teſtimony : He 
receiv'd him with open Armes ; and order'd 
him to haſten more powerful Preparations, that 
he might Me next Campaign repair the Misfor- 
tunes which were not ro be imputed to any de- 
feCt in Him. 

Prince Soliman, who began to buckle the 
Spurrs of his Ambition with the Imperuous de- 
fires of his Love, and who by the lofs of one of 
his Rivals, was defirous to haſten the downfall 
of the other, finding that whatever Siaour and 
Cuproli had done during the Campaign prov'd 
fruitle(s, labour'd under unimaginable Vexations. 
Saious and Cuproli were ar! iv'd at Ccnſtantinople,and 
Prince Solimay 10 order'd it, as to meet 'em both 
in a place, whither he came to 'em in diſguize. 

Prefently the Prince told 'cm, that afrer what 
they had done the laſt Campaign, things were 
reduc'd to that Extremity, that cither they mutt 
ruin the Vizir, or expect all three to periſh, by 
the Bow-ſtring ; that there wasno time to be loſt; 
that ſince the Loſs of Buda, of ſuch Importar.ce 
ro the Empirc, wrought no etfect upon the Sul- 
tan, but that his Minion was ſtill as much in 
favour as ever, there was but one way to ſuc- 
ceed, which was to make themſelves abſolute 
Maſters of the Army ; that they ſhould caule 
'em to revolt in the midſt of the Campaign, and 
oblige 'em to demand the Head of the Grand 
Vilir, and of all his principle Friends ; Seeing 
then 
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then, that the Sultan affraid of himſelf, would 
be forc'd ro ſacrifice kim to his own Security ; 
and thar rhen the Seal of the Empire could fall 
into no other hands, but either$7zcus's or Cupreli's, 

The two 3Baſha's acknowledyg'd that the Prince 
ſpoke nothing but what was reaſon, however 
they did not yet penetrate into all his Deſigns ; 
and Soliman, like a Crafty Politician, was delirous 
to render 'em (ti]l more Guilty before ke impar- 
red to 'em the laſt Crime they were to commir. 
All this while they follow.d the Intercſts of their 
own Ambition, ard as the fiſt ſteps they had 
made engag'd them to puth forward the ruin of 
the Viſr, or elfe patiently ro ſubmit to their 
own deſtruction, they prom 'd Scliman to go on 
with the projet, of which he had given the 
draught. 

The favourable reception which the Sultan 
gave the Viſir, and the augmentation of his Pow- 
er and his Credit did not abate his deadly Afﬀi- 
Ctions,to find that his Maſter was his formidable 
Kival, in whoſe power ir was to make him hap- 
py. Nor was the Killer any longer able to give kim 
the Opportunities of ſeeing his beloved Mi- 
ſtreſs. All that he could do, was cunningly 
to conveigh his Billers to her by Saria's means, 
and the fidelity of the Eunuchs which he had 
plac'd about her. So that the Viſir having no 
other conſolation left, defir'd his friend tq get 
the following Letter deliver'd to her. 
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The Unfortunate t his dear Unfors 
nate. 


Y what Cruelty of Fate, my Dear Abra, muſt 
I be the moſt unhappy of your Lovers, when I 
am the moſt be lou'd! You refuſe the Sultan's Vows, 
but be has the pleaſure of ſeeing you when be pleaſes ; 
and if he be not the moſk happy, yet he may be 
fo when ever be has a mind to it. Prince Soliman 
may comfort himſelf for your indifferency, with the 
pleaſure that he bad to ſave your life ; only the wnfor- 
twnate Viſir, as much belov'd as he is, can neither [ee 
you, nor pay you any ſervice. The Sultan continues 
is favours to me. Alas! Let bim take "em from me, 
end reſtore me the Bleſſing of which he has depriv'd 
me; all bis Empire is not worth a ſigh from your Lips. 
If you love me ſtill, you will judge of my Sorrows by 
your own Grief ; they are deadly, if Heaven does wot 
ſurniſh me with ſome Expediemt ro break your Chains. 


The Kiſter caus'd this Letter to be faithfully 
deliver'd: In the mean time the Su/tan, maugre all 
the Vigilancy of the jealous Sultaneſs,found our 
Pretrences to go to Calceden. For the murmurs 
of the People,and the infolent Harangues of the 
Imans, afforded him anow ; and theretore faign- 
ing not ta be fafe in Conſtantinople, he frequent- 
ly croſt the Streight, and to give the more C0- 
lour tro his Prerences, he many times held 
the Divanin the Serrag/io of Looking-Glaſles, mY 
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then he order'd the Viſir to attend him. 

One Evening that he went thither with his 
chief Miniſters, and that they two were juſt en- 
rring into his Cabinet to prepare what was fir to 
be propounded the next day to the Divan, they 
were amaz'd to hear the loud Cries and Skreekes 
of Women quite through the Galleries, at what 
time they were inform'd thas a ſuddain Fire was 
broken forth in the Body of the Building, and 
that the Flames beſieg'd the principal apparti: 
ment on every ſide, which was the appartiment 
where the Sultan had plac'd his fair Muſcovite ; 
ſo that haſtning thither, rogether with the Viſir 
and their Train, they found the Conflagration fo 
violent, that neither Slaves nor -Eunuchs durſt 
venture thorough to ſuccour the Wamen who 
were in extream Danger. 

The Sultan's Voice and his Orders encourag'd 
'em, but the Viſir underſtanding which was 4- 
bra's Appartiment, was the firſt that flew ro her 
Aid; and having ſought and found her alone in 
a Swoon in her Chamber, he took her in his 
Arms, and ſeeing that the violence of the Flames 
had ſeiz'd that part at which he enter'd, he 
made his way through Clouds of Smoak, and 
through another Gallery which led to an Apparti- 
ment a good way from the Fire. 

The Sultan, who neither ſaw the Vitir return, 
nor knew what was become of Abra, thuughe 
her loſt, and diſplay'd his Sorrow ar a more then 
uſual Rate ; ſome Women that were ſav'd coujd 
tell no tydings of her; neither could Sarai os 
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{elf make any Diſcovery, who was not with her 
Miſtreſs whe: the Fire broke qur. 

In the mean time, Abra being carry'd to the 
furtheſt cnd of that Appartiment, which the Tu- 
mult had quite Empty'd, recover'd her Spirits, 
and found her fclf in the Viſfir's Arms. How- 
ever ſhe was ſtill in an Amazemerrt, nor could 
ſhe apprehend the meaning of ſuch a ſurprizing 
Adventure. But the Viſlir, who was not willing 
ro loſe ſo precivus an Opportunity, threw him- 
ſelf ar her Fect, and Embracing her with no leſs 
Ardour then Reſpe&t ; Ah, Madam, ſaid he, you 
bchold once more your Unfortunate Lover ; 
Heaven could not remove the Gbſtacles that ren- 
der'd you invitible, but by expoling your lite to 
the moſt dreadful of all Dangers; nothing but a 
miraculous accident could afford me this oppor- 
ranity of ſeeing you. | Lucky Danger! Favour- 
able Meeting! Bur may I know, Madam, whi- 
ther your hcarr be as conſtant as mine : I was 
altiaid of a Rival who had no power; but Fate 
has tvund me out another who can do whatever 
he pleaſes ; have -I no caule to tear neither his 
Love, nor his Power ? 

His Empire, anfwer'd A4bra, may be abſolute 
over every thing clſc, but o're my heart. Bur 
as for my heart, I preſerve it for your ſelf till 
iJeath, and I will loſe a thouſand Lives, before 
] prove unfaithful tro you. Bur, Sir, will you 
fuer me to periſh in his Fetters, arc they fo in- 
viacible chat yuu cannot relcale mc ? 


Ah, 
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Ah, Madam, reply'd the Vifir, there is not 
any Reaſon, or danger that can hinder me from 
doing it, if it be your defire, and this is the moſt 
favourable opporrunity in the world if you can 
reſolve ro. make uſe of it. The whole Serraplio 
is in an upproar, the Sultan will believe yee loſt 
in the Flames, ſtay but a minute here, and Ile 
© fetch one of my white Eunuch's Habits, and 
.- yee our of the Serraglio, through the door of 
one of the Gardens, of which I have the Key; 
for the reſt never trouble your ſelf, Love, Pru- 
dence and Opportunitics will diredt us. 

How odd and dangerous fſoever this propo- 
ſal appear'd, fach was the cruel Condition that 
Abra was in, that without any more ado the 
accepted the offer. 'The Vilir was ſoon furniſh'd 
with the Habit he defir'd, and having diſguiz'd 
her, he let her our at the Garden Door, and 
deliver'd her into the charge of one of his r-c& 
faithful Eunuchs, who xo knowing who ſhe 
was, but taking her for ſome new tunuch thar 
had been preſented to his Maſter, pur her into 
a little Fiſher Boar With a dctign to land her in 
Conſtantinople. 

The Vitir, having thus entruſted js Treafure 
to the Fidelity of that Slave, went to artend the 
Sultan, a thouſand accidents prefenting them- 
fclves for pretences to excuſe his Abſence. Maho- 
met Was at his wits end ; though the Fire was 
quite Extinguiſh'd, by leaving the Flamcs to feed 
upon the grand Appartiment, while they ſtopr ir 
from going any farther, by pulling hd = 
42, utd- 
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building between that and the reſt of the Serra- 
glio; bur ſearch was made for the Aduſcovite in 
every corner,fo that at length the Sultan gave her 
over for loſt ; and that which confirm'd him the 
more in thar Opinion was, that after the Fire 
was pur out, they found the remainders of five or 
fix Bodies. 

In the mean time, Abra's Veſſel row'd direaly 
to Conſtantinople by the bright Rays of the Moon, 
and ſhe flatrer'd her ſelf thar ſhe ſhould now ſoon 
emoy the only Perſon whom ſhe Lov'd above 
all the World ; bur there is nothing more to be 
winder'd at then the Fantaſtick changes of For- 
rune. 

The News of the Fire in the Serrag/io of Look- 
ing-Glaſſes was brought to the chief Sultaneſs a- 
bour Midnight ; therefore becauſe ſhe kept the 
cliicfelt part of her Treaſure there, and for that 
ſk: knew beſides thar the Sulran was gone thi- 
ther, theſe two diſturbing reaſons oblidg'd her 
194 fend tor the Kifter, and rake her Saick imme- 
diately, with orders to crofs the Water to Calce- 
den; But no ſooner had ſhe put to Sea, but by 
the* dawning light of day, they diſcover'd a 
title Fiſher Boar making for the European ſhore ; 
upon which the Sultanets who was willing ro 
hear News, conſtrain'd the Viſtr's ſlave ro come 
aboard her Vellch. Prefently ſhe ask'd him fe 
veral Q1-{tions, and finding him tripping in his 
Ariwers, ſhe fent for the White Eunuch, with 
whom he {id he was entruſted. 
® Ivo fooncr was he come inco the Cabin in 
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Diſguiſe, bur the Kiſer, who accompany'd the 
Sulraneſs knew Abra notwithſtanding her dif- 
guiſe ; and rhe Aſſeki, charm'd with the Beauty 
of the Eunuch, declar'd that ſhe would keep 
him to attend upon her. But the Kiſter being” a 
man of a cunning, ſharp and preſent Wir, and 
quickly conceiving that Abra had made her ef- 
cape by ſome contrivance of the Vifirs, he knew 
that if the Sulraneſs ſhould carry her back ro 
Calcedon, *rwould be the ruin of both the two 
Lovers, and therefore never heſitating what courſe 
to take, he pur all the People our of the Cabin, 
excepting the White Eunuch, and that done, 
the Keſſler taking Abra by the hand, and ſquee- 
zing it in his own to prevent ſurprize, he look'd 
upon the Sulraneſs, and putting the Queſtion to 
her as it were in jeſt, may a man rely upon yee, 
Madam, ſhould he truſt ye with a r Hi. which 
you would be glad to know ? I had thought, re- 
ply'd the Sulraneſs you had known me better 
then to doubt ir. Upon your word then, Ma- 
dam, I muſt put ſo much confidence in you, as 
to let you underſtand that this fair Eunuch is the 
lovely Muſcovite with whom the Sultan is fo def- 
perately in love, but who no leſs obſtinately re- 
fuſes tro correſpond with his Amour. I find ſhe 
has taken her opportunity in the confuſion caus'd 
by the Fire to get away. Would you, Madam, 
carry her back ro Mabomet whom ſhe avoids, and 
who without queſtion hunts after her in a thous 
ſand difſquiers of mind ? My duty indeed re- 
quires that 1 ſhould ſcize her, and deliver her 

back 
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back into his hands; bur I am too mich your 
friend to take that courſe. *'Tis for you, Ma- 
dam, to do as you think fitting ; and if you 
will rake the Advice of a Slave, that is foicly de- 
vored ro your intereſts, I would not have yee 
ler go this happy opportunity that Heaven has 
pur into your hands; you may at once deliver 
your (elf from the fears of ſo amiable a Rivaleſs, 
and at the ſame time releaſe her from all her 
Pains. Bury this important fecret in a pro- 
found filence, and content your ſelf with allow- 
ing her a ſafe ſanEtuary from the Sultan's Paſlion, 
which at length perhaps may cool and return to 
its firſt ob-ct. 

The Ajjcki, confirm'd by Abra's confellion, 
who inſtead of revealing to. her the ſecret of 
the Viſir, gave her to underſtand, that ſhe had 
* of her own hcad made her eſcape from the Sul- 
tan, embrac'd her, and promis'd her all manner 
of favour and ſecurity, and by concert with the 
Kiſler, {cnt her to Conſtantinople, to a place where 
ſhe was abſolute Miſtreſs, and where ſhe kept her 
conceal'd under an unknown Name. However 
ſhe purſu'd her firſt intenrions, went to Calcedon, 
and return'd with the Sulran, who was more 
perplex'd for the loſs of Abra, then for all his 
other misfortunes. On the ather fide, the Kiſter 
inform'd the Vilir of what had befallen the XMuſ-. 
ccvite, Which peirc'd him to the Soul, hnding 
that he had loſt her again, tho” he thought him- 
{cif a competent gainer in having reicas'd her 
from {lavery ro the Sultan, 

During 
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During theſe amorous morions, the prepara- 
tions for the Campaign were carry'd on might 
and main, and the Vitir lefr nothing omitted 
that lay in his Power to put himſelf into ſuch a 
condition that he might repair his loſſes ; while 
Siacus and Cuproli prepar'd the minds of the Sol- 
diers every where for mutiny, inſtilling it into 
their heads, neither to have any confidence in 
the Grand Viſir, which is the Soul of obedi- 
ence, nor any eſteem for him, which preſerves 
reſpect. 

The Vifſir ſtay'd but a while at Conſtantinople, for 
the Sultan oblig'd him to haſten away for Bel- 
grade; and this it was that occafion'd the report, 
as if he never had been there. His firſt care was 
ro repair the Bridge of Eſeck, notwithſtanding 
thoſe difficulties which appear'd unſurmounta- 
ble; and ſoon after he put himlſclf at the head 
of his Army. 

On the other {ide Prince Charles, and the Duke 
of Bavaria, having rendevouz'd together above 
Sixty Thouſand Men, advanc'd at the head of 
'm, and refolv'd to decide the Fate of the Cam- 
paign by a pirch'd Battle, and to that purpoſe 
crots'd the Drave. Bur the Vizir, who had 
been more ſpeedy in his march then they ex- 
pedted, came and Encamp'd gyith Fourſcore 
Thouſand men in view of the M:itian Army ; 
and in regard he underſtood perfe&tly well how 
to make Choice of his Ground, he had got the 
Drave upon the right, a Forreſt upon his letr, 
Eſſeck in his rear, and an intrenchment in o_ 
OI- 
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' fortify'd with a double Mcat forty foot wide, 
and a dquble Rank of Palifado's: So that he 
forc'd'Prince Charles,after fome Rude Encounters, 
to retreat for want of Proviſion. But he made 
his Retreat in ſo good Order, that he repaſs'd 
the Drave in view of the Enemy without tte 
leaſt diſturbance, and Encampt within a league 
, of Mohatz.. 

The Viſir, flatter'd with his 'firſt Advantage; 
and defirous ro make the beſt of ir, paſt the 
Drave, and being polted berween F/ſeck ard 
Darda, ſent our numerous detachments to har- 
raſs the Chriſtian Army. As for his own Camp, 
he had entrench'd it with a Palifado'd moar 
which ſecur'd his Front, he had Eſſeck in his 
rear, from whence he was plentitully ſupply'd 
with Proviſions, the Danary, and Impatlable 
Meraſſes ſecur'd his Right Wing, and his Left 
was cover'd with 2a Wood, by the {ide of which 
lay a long Moraſs; fo that it was a difficult 
thing for Prince Charles ts venture the forcing 
his Camp wichouc hazarding the loſs of his 
whole Army. 

Therefore he made uſe of ail manner of Stra- 
tagems and mortons, to try whether he could 
draw the Vitir from his Poſt, and bring him ro 
a General __ Bur he, who found himſelf 
better ſupply'd With Provitions then the Impe- 
rialiſts, fought ro ruin 'em by frequent Skir- 
miſhes, and therefore keeping cloſe in his Camp, 
ſent our Parties continually to diſturb the E- 
nemies Forragers, or to attack '@n in their 
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{ Bur all this while he was ignorant of what 
Sigons was plotting in his Camp, in ConjunRion 
with Baſhz Yeghen, a Man Daring, of a Turbu- 
| lent and Scdirious Spirit and the Vilir's particu- 
| lar Enemy, infolent in his language, but Eloquent, 
=_ in perſuation, and who by his fami- 
tar deportment had gain'd great Credit with the 
| Souldiery. Their Deſign was to force the Viſir 
tO a Battel, and fo to order their Afﬀairs that 
| he might loſe ir, rhat it might ſerve for a pre- 
| tence tor the Souldiers to revolt. 
All things beting thus concluded, upon the 
12h. of Auguſt Prince Charles, faigning a Retreat 
paſs'd a narrow Lane fail of Hedges that eco- 
 ver'd his March, and gave order's tor his Army 
bo embartrel in the Plain of Sicles. The Vibr 
| having Iniclligence of this General motion of 
[the Chriſtian Army, ſent away ſome contider- 
able Bodies to follow 'em, and fall upon their 
Rear commanded by the Ele&tor of Bavaria. 
The Baſha of Arabia allo was order'd with 
ione part of the Army toſccord the Derachments. 
{Bur Siaous who judg'd the Opporrunity proper 
{for his defign, preſently pur the Souldiers into 
{uch a fir of Murmuring, as if their Gencral had 
| {depriv'd 'em of a certain Victory, that the Vit 
" {finding that the Baſha ating beyond his Orders 
(march'd on with the Derachments, and not be- 
ing able to reftrain the Hear of the Souldicrs, ' 
Irew his whole Army our of their Entrench- 
Tnents, and advanc'd dircCtly roward the Inzpe- 
Fialiſts in Battel array. 
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The Vanguard of the Tirk's overtook the 
Rear of the Chriſtians, before they had paſs'd 
the narrow Lane ; ſo that the whole ſtreſs of the 
firſt Charge fell upon the Ele&or of Bavaria. 
However, having gin'd the riſing Ground 
deſign'd him for his Poſt, in deſpite of all 
che Enemics Etiorts, he ſtood firm, and Prince 
Charles reinforc'd him with the fecord Line of 
the Vanguard, to prevent the Enemies Charging 
him either in Flank or Kear. 

The Turks Charg'd him with great fury, and 
he withſtood 'cm with no lefs prudence then 
undaunted Bravery, and venturing in the hotteſt 
of the Enemies firing, he was wounded in the 
left hand with a Muskert Buller. 

In the mean time Prince Charles, who was ad- 
vanc'd a great way farther, thoughe it conve- 
nient to draw the Enemy into the Plain, where 
they might have more Roome for Attion, and 
ſuccour one another with more Freedom. This 
caus'd the Eleftor to quit his Ground, tho” 
Skirmiſhing all the while, ſo that his Rear-guard 
made the Left Wing equal with the Right, which 
Prince Charles Commanded. 

Preſentlzahe whole Army of- the Turks ap- 
pear'd in Battell array, and the Princes who had 
now what they wild for charg'd 'em on all 
lids : The Infidels allo fell on with great Fury, 
and at firſt had ſome conſiderable Advantage, 
having routed the Crogres, and almoſt cut in pie- 
C25 Comerry's Regiment ; and the ſucceſs of the 
Fiucl bad been very dubious, had not the _ 
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by the contrivance and treachery of Siaous,Yeghen, 
and the Baſha ef Arabia, left the Faniſaries thar 
fought againſt the Duke of Bavaria, who raking 
his advantage of that diſorder, fell upon the In- 
fantry oppoſire to him with an extraordinary 
fury. However, the Fani/aries inſtead of being 
brok'n, retir'd in good order as far as their En- 
trenchments, where art firſt they fell a firing at 
a prodigious rate, but not being ſeconded by 
the Horſe, they berook themſetves to flight, and 
this Rout of the Turks Right Wing ftriking a 
Terrour intothe Left, the Diſorder becameGene- 
ral, the whole Army. was defeated, and the Camp. 
taken and pilladg'd ; ar what time. the Vizir 
retreating to Eſeck, ard having rally'd his ſcar- 
ter'd Troops, tound he had toit above Twenty 
thouſand Men. 

Siaous would not let this Opportunity flip, 
which he had raken fo much pains to bring a- 
bout ; ſo that the Mutiny began with the Quar- 
rels berween the Spaki's and _ OO bur 
they being ſoon reunited, vented all their fury 
in Murmurs againſt the Viſ:tr ; who nor under- 
ſtanding whence the miſchict proceeded, thought 
ro have appeas'd 'em, by diltributing among 'em 
all the Money he had. Bur the poiſon was too 
well prepar'd, and had ſpread it ſelf roo far ; fo 
that the minds of the Souldiers being more and 
more envenom'd, their Clamours augmented, 
while the Imperialiits proſecuting their Victory, 
made themſelves Maſters of Eſſeck, and the Pal- 
fage of Drave. Nor was Siaous Conrented with 
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ſtirring up the Souldiers to murmur, hut in- 
cenſing them to an open Revole, put himſelf at 
the Head of *em, and Yeghen had the boldneſs 
to enter the Viſi's Tent, and demand in the 
Name of the Army the Scals of the Empire, and 
Mahemet's Standard, declaring, they were re- 
{olv'd no longer to obey him. 

This Infoulence producing a great Uproar, the 
Viſir made his eſcape, got by water toBelgrade,and 
thence poited ro Conſtantinople, ro give the Sul- 
tan an Account of the Campaign, Siaous's Treae 
Ccheries, and the Condition of the Army. 

The Vitir having thus withdrawn himſelf, 
Sjaous became Maſter of the Army, and depu- 

d ſix Officers to demand, in the Name of the 
Souldiers, the Heads of the Vizir, and of all his 
principal Friends, of which they drew up a 
Liſt. The Vizir being inform'd of theſe furi- 
ous Proceedings, ſent the Seals of the Empire 
to the Grand Teffrerdar, for him to deliver *em 
into the Sultan's hands, and with only one 
llave ſtole privately into Conſtantinople, and went 
to the Kiamakan's Houſe, where the Killer 
came to him, and affur'd him, in the Sultan's 
Name, that neither his Misfortunes, nor the 
Mutinies of the Souldiers, had ſhaken his Fa- 
vour ; that he lov'd him ; that he pitty'd him, 
ard that he was not only refoly'd to ſee him, 
but ro defend him againſt the fury of the Re- 
Vultcrs. 

However, nothſtanding all the weight of theſe 
Miztortunes with which the Vizer ſcem'd to 
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be overwhelm'd, he had till his thoughts fix'd 
upon the fair Muſccvite. 

We gave an Account, how ſome few days 
before the departurte of the Vizir for Belerade, 
ſhe fell into the Hands of the Sultanels 4k ; 
but the Vizir was fo far from being able to ger 
to her in the place, where ſhe was kept con- 
ceal'd, and under another Name, that he could 
hardly procure the delivery of a Letter to her ; 
nor had he receiv'd any from her, though the 
Killer had had credit enough to keep Sara; abour 
her ſtil. 

However he underſtood by an Funuch, that 
the Sulran knew very well that ſhe was nor 
burnt in the fre, and that he had private Inte!- 
ligence that ſhe had made her eſcape our of the 
Serraglio of Looking: Glaſſes ; nevertheleſs that 
he knew not who had contribured to her eſcape, 
and that all the Diſigerce he had us'd to find out 
the Place of her Retirement had prov'd fruitleſs. 
That Prince Soliman had been better inform'd ; 
for that Mwrama who held her Correſpondencies 
every where, had div'd into the Secret our 
of a Conceit ſhe had thar her eſcape was a ſtroke 
of the Sultaneſs's jealouſy, and that upon that 
diſcovery ſhe was negotiatiog with the Sulraneſs 
Aſſeki ; with whom ſhe had intruſted the fſecrer 
of Prince Sol:man' s Loye, and had pur ir into her 
head that the only way to deprive Mahomet 
of Ger was to deliver her up to his Brother. 

This drove the Vilir ro his Wits end, to fee 
the utter Ruin of his Fortune and his Love both 
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ax one time : However the Kiſter carry'd him 
privately ro the Sultan, who receiv'd him ten» 
derly, and afſur'd him not only of the continu- 
ance of his favour, but of his Protection againſt 
the Fury of his Enemies. | 

In the mean time the Commanders from the 
Army arriv'd, and Mutaferaka, the chief of 'em, 
an intimare friend of Siaows's, atter he had pri- 
vately conferr'd with Soliman hautily demanded 
an Audience, which the Sultan would fain 
have refus'd him. 

He declar'd, that the Souldiers, having found 
that the Viſir Soliman was not able ro command 
'em, would no longer obey him, that they de- 
manded his Head, and the Heads of the Kay- 
makan Redgeb, the Grand Teftarder, the Kiſler 
Agaſi, with the heads of ſeveral Others, of which 
he deliver'd a Liſt in writing: That while they 
receiv'd his Highnefſes Orders they had made 
choice of Siacus fors their Captain, a pcrſon of 
accompliſh'd Experience, and Zeal for the good 
of the Empire; that they hop'd the Suſan would 
approve their Choice, and would ſend him the 
Enſigns of an Employment which he merited 
by his Services and his Fidelity. 

But this Infolence of the Army which went 
about ro give Laws to their Soveraign, ſhook 
not Mahomet's Reſolutions as yet, for he thought 
by diſtributing Money among the Souldicrs to 
appeaſe their fury ; and they who either ſhar'd 
in his growing Troubles, or fear'd the Conle- 
quences of the mutiny, readily contributed Io 
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the railing a conſiderable Summ. The Sultaneſs 
Alſeki gave rwo Thouſand Purſes, of five hun- 
dred Crowns each; the Kiſtler Agaf furniſh'd 
almoſt as much, and others proportionably : Bur 
the minds of the Souldiers were roo much ex- 
alperated; they-rook the Money indeed, bur it 
was all thrown away to no purpoſe. 

The Mutiny therefore growing more outragi- 
ous, and Sinus and Yeghen being Maſters of the 
Army, and in Con(t antin: ple, where Scliman Caus'd 
the DireCors of the Mo/quees to att their Parts, 
and the Sultan remaining Obſtinare, ard refolv- 
irg rather to loſe all, then deliver up the Vit 
.to the Mercy of his Erizmies, bethoughr himſelf 
of raking another Courſe; which was to de- 
grade the Vihr and the Caimacen, and to conferr 
the Employment of the firſt upon Siacus, and 
upon Cuproli his Brother in Law the place which 
the latter held; imagining that the Amtition of 
the Ringleaders being ſatisty'd, the tumults would 
ccale. | 

With theſe hopes, he ſent for Cupro/i from the 
Dardanells, and made him Caimacan, inſtead of 
Redgeb, aid diſpatch'd away the Seal of the 
Empire and Mahoment 5 Standar'd to Siacus ; bur 
he declar'd he would never conſent to the 
death of Officers whom he eſteem'd both Loyal 
and faithful. 

So ſoon as Cuproli ſaw himſelf advanc'd to the 
ſecond place in the Empire, he had a private 
Conference with Scliman, and then it was that 
the Prince defcoyer'd ro him his debgn to make 
| I 4 hum- 


[ 120 ] 


himſelf Maſter of the Empire, which till then he 
had always kept conceal'd in his Breaſt. Now 
in regard it was the Intereſt of this New Caima- 
can and Siacus, who found the power in their 
hands to attempt what they pleas'd, ro corre- 
pond with the ambitious Deſigns of Prince 
Seliman, he found Cuproli inclin'd to ſecond his 
deſires, and undertook for Siaous, that he ſhould 
concurr with 'em in the Accompliſhment of 
their withes. | 

Things being in this Confuſion, and Mahomet 
ſtill reſolv'd not to abandon the Viſrr to the Rage 
of the murinous Souldiers,had caus'd him to re- 
ſolve upon a ſafe Courſe, which was to with- 
draw himſclf from the impetuotity of their Ha- 
tred, by retiring to the Frontiers of Perſia, and 
there to ſtay till Aﬀairs might recover a new 
face, and furniſh him with a favourable Op- 
portuni:ry to regain his Reputation. 

This was concluded berween 'em, and ready 
to have been put in Execution: But the Vilir, 
who in the midſt of his Misfortunes could nor 
forget his Deareſt Abra, delir'd the Kiſter that 
he would engage himſelf ro procure the delivery 
of bur one more ſhort Letter ro her, and afford 
thar laſt comfort toa Friend whom perhaps he 
might never ſee again. 

The Kiſer mov'd wich compaſſion of his 
Friends overwhelming Misfortunes, would nor 
refuſe him that laſt favour; ſo that being en- 
truſted with che Lerter, he gave it into the hands 
of an Eunuch, who was wont to Carry m_ 
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of the fame nature-to Sarai. But a moſt cru- 
el Deſtiny, and unexpetted accident hinder'd it 
from falling into the hands of that beloved Con- 
hdent. For the Eunuch gave the Letter ro ano- 
ther ſlave, who ſeeing Sarai in the arms of Death, 
and believing there was ſome ſecret in the Gold 
Box, wherein the Letter was enclos'd, her cu- 
riofiry made her open it, and underſtanding by 
the reading of it, that the unknown perſon 
whom ſhe ſerv'd was that 46bra, for whol: loſs 
the Sulran was fo extreamly troubled, ſhe thoughr 
the diſcovery of ſuch a ſecret would raife her 
Fortune, and therefore being introduc'd into 
Mabemet's preſence, ſhe deliver'd the Box into 
his Hands; at what time the Sultan having 0- 
pen'd it, read the following words. 


Soliman Vifer to the Fauthful Abra. 


Egven has overwheln'd me with misfrtunes ;; 
it only rais d me to the higheſt Pinnacle of 
Honour to precipitate me thence. Brit, my diar A- 
bra, all my Affiiflions would fignife little to me in 
compariſon of the loſs of your heart, If you continue 
faithful to the moſt unſortunate of Men, or if yeu with- 
ftand the Sultans Power, from whoſe Embraces I have 
ſo luckily wreſted yee, and to the troubleſum Palſien of 
that ether Rival, who as is reyorted, is Labour ing fo 
urchaſe yee from the Sultaneſs, I ſhall lv+k upon it as 
the Conſolaticn of all my M:sfortunes. 1 am coins a 
tong jeurney, and I carry along with me, the oa 
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Pitture which you gave me, *I kiſs it a thouſand times 
a day; and ſpeak to it what I cannot [peak to your 
ſelf. Lowe me, pitty me, and be aſſur'd, that the laſt 
ſigh of faithful Soliman will be for faithful Abra. 


Never was furprize to be compar'd with that 
of che Salran's ; and never did {9 violent a Fury 
ſeize the heart of a Lover enrag'd, and a Maſter 
berray'd. He made a conſiderable preſent tothe 
ſlave, and being exaGtly inform'd of every thing, 
and underſtanding that the Letter paſs'd through 
the Kiſler's hand, he bid her be filent, and (9 
diſmiſt her. 

No ſooner was he alone by himſelf, but with 
a fuming Indignation ſparkling in his Eycs, and 
looking a ſceond timeupon the Letter, the Tray- 
tors ſhall dye, cry'd he, with a figh of high 
diſpleaſure. How! a Favourite, upon whom I 
have heap'd my Favours, is it he that rends from 
my Boſom the Pecſvn whom I adore! An infa- 
- mous Eunuch, who my Bounty has rais'd from 
the Chains of Thraldom to exceſſive Powerand 
Wealth b-:travs me in my own Serrag/io, and in 
concerc together bath the one and the other maxe 
me their ſport, while 1 hazard the loſs of my 
Di:dem to protet 'em from the .fury of their 
Enemics. *Tis too hard on my fide, but they 
ſhall periſh Hoth. 

Atizr wards he ragk'd his Brains, to penetrate 
who might be his other Rival. He knew the 
Sul:ane(s could eafily refolve him, but he was 
Lach to mcation the matter to her. But at length 
cr 
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afrer the commotions of his Fury were pver, 
he gave Orders to ſcize the Viſir, the Kiſer A- 
gaſes, and all the reſt whom the Soſdters demand- 
ed, as Victims tro the tranquility of the Em- 


re. 
F He order'd Abra's Picture to be brought him, 
which was found about the Viſtr in a little Caſe, 
and which he wore upon his heart ; the ſight of the 
Pifture redoubled his inward Vexationrs, and the 
fire of his Anger or'e ruling his Friendſhip which 
he thought abus'd by the fouleſt of all aQs, In- 
gratitude, he refolv'd the Viſirs Ruin. Never- 
theleſs he was willing that the victim which he 
offer'd to his Love, ſhould be looke upon as an 
oblation ſacrific'd to the publick geod. To which 
purpoſe calling a Divan, wherein the new Cai- 
macan Cyuproli preſided, he decreed the Death 
of the Viſir, the Kiſer 4g, and of all the reſt 
whoſe Heads the Soldiers demanded, who under 
Neg ben, follow'd by Siacus, were marching with 
ail ſpeed roward Conſtantin: ple. 
his decree was put in Execution the ſame 
day upon the Viſir ; and the Sultan would necds 
have him tortur'd, to make him diſcover who 
was that other Lover mention'd in his Letter ; 
bur his generoſity would not permit him to make 
any Confellion : So that atter he had ſuffer'd the 
Rack, he was ſirangl'd in the Serrag/:o, ard his 
Head ſent ro the Souldices ; ard o give 'em 
entire {atisfattion he order'd the Kifier Aga, the 
Caimacan Red;c5, the Grard Teftardar, and all 
zhe other unfortunate Objects of their Fury to 
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be deliver'd up in Chains ra their Fury, who 
no fooner appcar'd before the Army, bur they 
were cut in Pieces with a more then barbatous 
Inhumanity. 

The Army had already paſt through Adrianople, 
and were ſtill advancing, while the Sulran wha 
thought he had fully ſarisfy'd 'em by this Bloody 
; mar , was defirous that his Love ſhould in 
ome meaſure reap the Fruite of what he had 
done; to which purpoſethe New A 9{ took away 
Abra from the Sultanefs, ard ſhut her up again in 
the Scrraglio of Calcedon, whither he went to 
Viſit her, ſhew'd her her Picture, rogether with 
the Viſlir's laſt Letter, and upbraid:d her with all 
the ſevereſt Reproaches that ſhe could expe 
froman enraged Sultan, and a furious Lover. 

During this cruel Cataſtrophe, Prince Soliman 
ſaw his ambitious Aims advancing roward their 
Accompliſhment. The Vihr, and all his princi- 
ple Friends, moſt Loyal to the Sultan, were now 
Cur off, Siaous and Cuproli pollefs'd the twwa 
chicfclt employments in the Empire, the Old 
Muſt; was Chang'd, and a new one put in by 
Cuproli, and the Imans (till heated the People, 
and ſupply'd 'em with fuel to feed the Flames 
of premeditated Revolr ; bur all this while he 
mits'd the ſatisfa&tion of his Love, in regard the 
Sulcan having broken all kis private Meaſures 
with the Sulcaneſs, had got Abra into his own 
Poſſellion ; fo that he ſaw no other way to wreſt 
her from his Embraces, but by aſcending his 
Throne, and making himlſclf Lord of his Ser- 
ragliv. | Every 
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Every day brought ſome new Perſons over to 
his Party, and Cuproli, who by vertue of his em- 
ployment preſided in the Divas, in the Vitlir's 
Abſence had gain'd by his Artifices the new Kiſer 
Agaſi, whoſe Aſſiſtance was very neceſſary in caſe 
there ſhould be any Tumulr in the Serraglio. 

The Prince therefore finding Abra forc'd 
away by the Sulran into a new Captivity, 
was affid leaſt he ſhould make uſe of violence 
to procure the Satisfaftion of his Love ; and 
this it was which engag'd him to precipitare the 
Execution of his Deſign, for which he had all 
along taken his Meafures with Cuproli, who was 
well convinc'd that Siazws and he enjoy'd 
their Employmenets only by vere char 
Force which had wreſted the Grant of 'em from 
the Sulran, and that they could not preſerve 'em 
but by placing Soliman upon the Throne. 

By this time the Army that ſtill march'd for- 
ward 1der Yeghen, was not above two days 
March from Conſtantinople, and. Siaous tollow'd 
with the Main Body, and the better to conceat 
his Deſign, faign'd a Quarrel with him, but their 
common Aim was the Depofal of a Maſter whom 
they had offended, and who could never have 
a real Aﬀection for 'em. As for Cuproli, he ha# 
made all the Proviſion that could be for the 
execution of the Enterprize, as well in the Ser- 
raglios and his preparations of the Mufti. 

Soliman therefore, for the fake of his Amour, 
defirous to haſten the Buſineſs, went to Cuproli, 
lay'd open to him the botrom of his Heart, and 
his 
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his Paſſion for 4bra, and gave hitti moreover 
ro underſtand, that in placing him upon the 
Throne they futhlld the Importuniries of his am- 
bicion, bur did nothing for the Repoſe of his 
Mind, which depended upon the Enjoyment 
of Abra, and preventing Hzbomc;'s Pallion from 
offering Vielence to her. | 

She was in. the Serragho of Looking-Glaſſes 
deeply plung'd in forrow and AﬀMiaion, nor 
could ſhe refle&t upon the nnhappy Fate of 
her dear Vifr, ſtrangl'd by the order of his 
Rival, in whoſe power ſhe was, without aban- 
doning her ſclt ro all that Rage and Defpair 
could f{pire of moſt Difmal and Mournful. She 
had ſeen her Pifure in the Sulcan's Hands, which 
he had not ſhew'd her, had it nor been to 
trryumph the more barbaroully over the Ruin of 
his Rival. By thar, and by the Vilir's letter, ſhe 
knew that the Diſcovery of his Love was the 
only cauſe of his death and her Gric* being 
ſo much the more bitter, by reaſon that death 
had depriv'd her of her dear Confident, nothing 
but only the Refolution ſhe had taken to revenge 
herſclf upon Mahomet, had put a ftop to the dire 
Effefts of her own Deſpair. 

In the mean time, the new Kiſter 47/i having 
Engag'd himſelf in Soliman's intereſts, and being 
inform'd of his Amours, offer'd himfelf to ſpeak 
tothe Muſccvite in his bchalf, and after he had 
diſcours'd hcr in private, he found her highly 
incens'd againſt Mabomet; and therefore to ex< 


citc herthe more willingly ro correſpond with So- 
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limont Paſſion, ke thought it proper to impart to 
her the inclinations of the great Officers of the 
2 Empire, ro {er Soliman upon the Throne. 
* Upon this Diſcovery, Abra who breath'd no- 
thing but Revenge, put the Kiſſer in ſome hopes, 
that fo ſoon as Prince Soliman had ſatisfy'd her 
Revenge upon the Sultan's barbarous Cruelty, 
ſhe would be more enclin'd to favour his Paſ- 
fimn. © 

The Kiſter gave Prince Soliman an account of 
this ſeeming Compliance ; and that was enough 
to make him ſeek all ways to haſten that Revo- 
lution, which he thought the only means to ar- 
rive at Abra's Heart. In the mean time he 
deem'd ir necellary to aflure her, by a Billet un- 
der his hand, that there was nothing which he 
would not willingly undertake, or endeavour to 
bring to paſs, ſo he might deſerve her Love, 

Now in regard that Mahomet had plac'd a ves 
ry faithful Slave co attend upon Abra, that ſhe 
might have a watchful Eye upon all her AQi- 
ons, this Billet fell unhappily into the Sulran's 
Hands, who by that means found out who was 
that ſame formidable Rival whom the Viſir never 
would confeſs ; fo that ke no fooner had read ir, 
bur without any deliberation he determin'd a 
ſpeedy Revenge. 

'Twas Night, and therefore only attended 
with rwo of his Guards,” he took his Arms, and 
flew to Soliman's Appartiment with a furious 
Precipitancy, in hopes to ſacrifice him with his 
own hand to the attonement of his Rage. 


Nor 
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Nor is there any queſtion but he had ſucc d- ; 


e&d in.his Proje, had not Cuprile and the Kiſtler 
Agaſi, by taking true meaſures to prevent what- 


ever might diſappoint their deligns, and by gi- - 


ving forth all neceſlary Orders to ſecure the life 
of him they lookr upon already as their Sove-, 
raign, fruſtrated the Effe&s of his Fury. 

The Eunuchs whoguarded Soliman, defended 
the firſt door of his Appartiment, but Mahorver 
himſelf who fell upon 'em with more then or- 
dinary fury, after he had ki!ld one and woun- 
ded two more, had forc'd the firſt door, and 
without doubt had beat down the ſecond, had 
not the K:sler Azaſi btaiten'dto the noiſe, with a 
Company of armed Eunuchs, who fell upon 
Mahomet's Guards, and conſtrain'd 'em to ſtand 
upon their own defence. 

The Sultan enrag'd to fee the Agaſt in Arms 
againſt his Perſon, lay'd about him with his Sci- 
miter upon the Eunuchs, well ſeconded by his 
Guards, fo that the Combat was beginning to 
be ſomewhar bloody, at what time the Beftangi 
Bachi arriv'd with a good number of armed 
Boſtangi's. Mabomet thinking he had been come 
ro his athiſtance, order'd him to ſeize the Killer, 
and to put all the Eunuchs to the Sword ; but 
the Beſtangi, who was one of Soliman's Crea- 
tures, looking ticrcely upon the Sultan, H'e no 
longer Acknowledge your Commands, laid he, Your 
Lie depends upon that Brother, who you are ging baſely 
to A[aſſmate, The Sultan was fo furpriz'd ar 
theſe infolenr Words, that he ſtood like a wo_ 
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© While his Guards betaking themſclves to flight, 

» left him in-the Power of the Boſtangi, who 
*,,caus'd his Attendants to ſurround him, and after 

©, he had ſciz'd and difarm'd him, carry'd him to 
his Appartiment, where he was lockt up under a 
ſtrong Guard. 

In the mean time the Kiſer carry'd the Princes 
into the old Serraglio, and Cuprili having aflem- 
bl'd the Mufti, together with the Principal Offi- 
cers in Mo/quee ot Sta Sophia before day, there 
the Mahbometan Pontiff lign'd the Ferfa for the 
Depoſal of Mahomer. 

This firſt Ceremony being over, Cnproli re- 
air'd to the old Serraglio, caus'd Soliman to 
e plac'd upon a kind of a Throne, and having 

proclaim'd him - Sultan, was rhe firſt himfelr 
that pay'd him Homage. After this, they re- 
ferr'd it to his pleaſure ro diſpoſe of Mabome's 
Deſtiny, who thought ic. ſufficient to ſhur him 
up during the Remainder of his days. 

His Ambition being thus fatisfy'd, the only 
thing he apply'd his Mind to next, was to gra- 
tife his Love. To which purpole he command- 
ed the Kiſer Agaſi to repair with all ſpecd tv 
Calcedom, and bring away the Sulgane(s Abra,; 
whom he declar'd his 4ſſeki, and to deliver hex 
a Letter which he wrote co her inthe tollowing 
Termes. 


"ro? 


Sultan Soliman to the Sulta--| 
neſs Afleki, Abra-Mule.. 


MP U are reveng'd, fair Abra, Mahomet is 
puniſh'd, and I am upon the Throne ; the Only 

. reaſon I attempted to aſcend it, was only to make 
you the Miſtreſs of my Empire, as you are of my heart. 
Come then and ſatisfy the Impatience of my Love, aud 
enjoy all the Grandeurs you deſerve. Your Word is a 
ſufficient Pledge for the Pleaſures I expe from you, 
and for that which you ought to take, in being the Only 
Sultaneſs of 


Sultan Soliman.. 


Abra joyfully receiv'd the news which the. 
Kiſler brought her, that ſhe was reveng'd upon 
Aahomet ; but in regard ſhe was not ignorant 
that the Viſir's Misfortunss had been the EfeR of 
a Conſpiracy between Siaous, Cuproli, and Soli- 
man, and conſequently that the Prince was the 
real Author of his death, ſhe abhor'd him with 
the utmoſt Hatred that an Injur'd heart could: 
be capable of. x 


There” 
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© Therefore ſhe liſten'd very heedfully to the 
s Kiſler, read Soliman's Letter, and then fixing her 


g#Eycs upon the Eunuch, . Never, ſaid ſhe, did Wc- 


= man Love a man with that Fervency and Fide- 
>» lity as Ilov'd the Viſir ; for his fake I diſdain'd 


” and contemn'd all the Advantages wherewith 


Mabomet could flatter my Ambition ; nor have 
I leſs deſpis'd Prince Soliman's vehement Paſſion. 
Mabomet put to death my Lover and I am re- 
veng'd, but the Diſaſter that befell that Lover 
was the Workman ſhip of Sultan Soliman's ar- 
tifices, and I have not a Heart ſo baſe and trea- 
cherous to ſeek my Revenge upon his perſon,by 
foul and ignominious means, with which a- 
counterfeit AffeRion _— furniſh me, ſo that 
not being able ro puniſh him any other way, 
then by wreſting my ſelf from the Embraces of 
his Paſſion, you ſhall tell him how I correſpond- 
ed with his. Love. And having: pronounc'd. 
theſe laſt words, ſhe drew forth a dagger which 
ſhe held conceal'd under her upper Garment, 
and ſtabbing herſelf through the heart fell dead 


at the Kiſler's feet. 


Such was the diſmal Cataſtrophe of Alra-- 
Mule's Amours ; ſo fatal to the Orroman Empire, | 
and to three Unfortunate Lovers. The Viſir, 
whom ſhe lov'd, was ſtrang!'d';; Mahbomet loſt his 
Empire, and Solimazx fell into ſuch a terrible fic 
of Mclancholly and dozing Vexation, mr | 

y 


| 41347 | "ay 

'obnly languiſh'd upon the Throne in a p q, 

found and continual Penfrvencis, the cauſe' of” 
which few perſons knew; and at length; falling 
into a kind of intenfibility of every Thing, _ 
of inward” Grief, .that never left him, brought © 
him to his end. , 


_" & * 
. 


- 


« 
z, 
- 
* 


%- ,t%i pO 


mf 


; 
* 
, 
* 
> 
- 
, 


